
mat It WM •Btltatad In th« publto prM*. I thtaK « rwMattoa WM vmmA tor

an MMmbUc* o( ctMryman. and th«r« wn InUnriawa with both th* Prwnktr

aa« th« Attornt7-0«n«ral with retard to It. and they both aald It oould not bo

rtmodlad. Now, there Is no wren* vltho . * romody under Britlah law—(Raar,
hoar, and applauae)—and I tax It can j« romodlod, and I aay It will bo

romodltd In spltn of the OoYernmont of tho Provlnco ot Ontario, and thoir

de'-larathma tu tho contrary.

PUNISHMENT OF BRIBRRS.
' Now, then, I want to touch upon a question which I have often dilated upon,

and, therefore, I have that feelln* of hesitation which la felt by all modest man
like myaeir, to repeat It, and It la with relation to certain bribery bills intro-

duced by me. Now. I had aome experience In thia aort of thine; I waa defeated
the flrat time I ran. unreattd my opponent, and within twelve montha waa re>

eUqted, and you and I have seen within the laat two yeara very lartc and florid

ttateroenta by mcmbera of the Oovemment to tho effect that they were the first

peraons who ever pro^pcuted anybody for bribery. ThOi •'ere three or >ar
peraona proKecuted by me, and each flned 1200, one-half of which went In ie

"offera of the Government of the Province jf Ontario. That war in MM In

1889 I introduced a bill In which it waa provided that bribery shoulci be r<anMhed
by imprisonment, as well as by fine. I had had correspondonc^ -ith tho lata

Mr. QladBtone on the question, and with the then Atto<-ney-Oenei' ' ->f Xcgland,
now the l,ord Chief Justice. Sir Richard Webster, c - vith Sir " iii»am Har-
court, ai.d they acreed that the working ot the EnrU' w waa con<plete. The
Enirllah law Is that if a man ' , vMind «ullty of bribery he shall bo flned £100
(tl.OOO), and imprisoned for six months. Without pursuing it any further, I

wanted the bribera to bo puniahed with Imprlaonment, whereaa there waa no
Punishment of imprisonment on the statute books of the province, but It waa
voted down. One member on the Oovemment side voted with me, but next
year voted aaralnat my bill. One distinguished member of the Oovemment aid
aa one of the reasons why he voted againat it that It would not do to truat the
liberty ol the aubject to two judges Instead of Juries, and he would vote against
the bill, because these men were to be deprived of trial by Jury. So he and his
followers voted the bill down.

Next year I introduced the very same bill with thia change, that I put In

it the provlao that there should be trial by Jury, and the very «<ame Miniater
got ui from the very 8an-> chair and atood In the very sam tracks, and
declared that his principal objection to this bill waa that It contained a provis-
ion In favor of trial by Jury. (Laughter and applause.) He said:—"These
people will have sympathlaers on the Jury, and the Juries will never . convict
them." And so the bill was voted down a second time. I brought It up the
third time, but the Government then were about to condenne and revise the
election law, and the gentleman who Is now the Premier of Ontario had charr"*
of that bill, and he spoke to me privately In the corridor uf the House, and

.3d me what It waa I wanted to bring about by this bill of mine, and {T

told him. "Well," he said, "we are going to do something tot you In the bill

I am going to bring In." They did something so small , at it is not worth
speaking about, but I do not wiah to conceal the fact that he did propose to
follow my lead in this regard, even to the small extent he did. X ut in 18M I

introduced a bill which went a little further, and that bill, they say—It Is poa-
aible there was some misunderstanding—they say I did not wish to push. At
any rate, during the last hours of the aecslon—an opportunity of bringing it up
before waa prevented by the action of the gentlemen on »he Oovemme- benches
—I was practically Jockeyed out of the opportunity to move It. But ot courae it

would have been voted down all the aama.
Now, after all the Weet Elgin and North Waterloo dlacloaures, and after

the other hideous pictures which have been held np to the gaae of the dvlBaed


