
PREFACE

oirs and of EKzabeth Manning's account of the

boyhood of Hawthorne have placed before the

world much that is new and valuable concern-

ing the earlier portion of Hawthorne's life, of

which previous biographers could not very

well reap the advantage. I have made thorough

researches in regard to Hawthorne's American

ancestry, but have been able to find no grotmd

for the statements of Conway and Lathrop,

that William Hathome, their first ancestor

on this side of the ocean, was directly con-

nected with the Quaker persecution. Some

other mistakes, like Hawthorne's supposed con-

nection with the duel between Cilley and

Graves, have also been corrected.
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