
Preface xi

him ; the poor lady had thought, as a means of thawinf; the

tardy compassion of her relations in his behalf, of sending

him to a Yorkshire school: I was the poor lady's friend,

travelling that way; and if the recipient of the letter could

inform me of a school in his neighbourhood, the writer would
be vtry much obliged.

I went to several places in that part of the country where
I understood the schools to be most plentifully .j rinkled, and
had no occasion to deliver u letter until I came to a certain

town ^hich shall be nameless. The person to whom it was
addressed, was not at home; but he came down at night,

through the snow, to the inn where I was staying. It was
after dinner; and he needed little persuasion to sit down by
the fire in a warm corner, and take his share of the wine
that was on the table.

I am afraid he is dead now. I recollect he was a jovial,

ruddy, broad-faced man; that we got acquainted directly;

and that we talked on all kinds of subjects, except the
school, which he showed a great anxiety to avoid. " Was
there any large school near? " I asked him, in reference to the
letter. " Oh yes," he said; " there was a pratty big 'un."
" Was it a good one.? " I asked. " Ey! " he said, " it was
as good as anoother; that was a' a matther of opinion;

"

and fell to looking at the fire, staring round the room, and
whistling a little. On my reverting to some other topic

that we had been discussing, he recovered immediately; but,

though I tried him again and again, I never approached the

question of the school, even if he were in the middle of a
laugh, without observing that his countenance fell, and that

he became uncomfortable. At last, when w* had passed a
couple of hours or so, very agreeably, he suddenly took up
his hat, and leaning over the table and looking me full in

the face, said, in a low voice: " Weel Misther, we've been
v.'^'-a pleasant toogather, and ar'll spak' my moind tiv'ee.

Dmnot let the weedur send her lattle boy to yan o' our
school-m asthers, while there's a harse to hoold in a' Lunnun,


