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^I"^IIK «ni\vliif; iif rriips liclwccii (in li:ir(I trees until tlicy rc.uli in-niliirtivi' iitti'

1. Is iiiK- of iliiiKji'taiico lint only tii (lie iiidividiiiil fnill irrnwer. liiit to the
cioi lie stiiliillty of till' fruit iiidiistry jis .1 wIkiIc. A few yciirs iiuo a IncU

of kuowlcilw iis to till' .siuces.sfiil iii;irkctiiin of tlicsc intrii rops. such as small

fruits and voHi'talilcs. tojjftlicr with a wave of (iitlinsiasiii for absoliitfly clean

eultivatlon of orchards, dlsi-oiirafieil this pr.nlice. There lias recently been
(I change in both respects. A great Increase in the avalliil)le market, and the
discovery that carload pnNluction was an essential to success with main-crop
vegetalde.s. together witli experiineiil.ii proof that careful men could grow inter-

crops with (Inanciai success anil without Injury to the trees. Ii.ive materially

altered the situation.

There are. however, certain reiiuisites to success. The soil iiiiist be ilee|i.

In giHMl ph.vslcal condition, fertile, and be [Misscssed of ade(|iiate inoi.^ture. A
soil III condition to support only the growtli of tlie trees cannot carry both
trees and intercrop without injury to the former. A llrst step is to get the
soli In proper condition by the use of cover crops or barnyard manure.

The climate must also be snitahle. lOarly vegetables are successful only
where they can be prodiu'ed In time for market. Some non-irrigated districts

are so dry in the siiinmer-time tliat many inti nrops requiring a large amount
of moisture .suffer or fail. These |iolnts all reiiuire local stud.v.

The third Important reipiislte to success, and perhaps the most Important,
Is the market. Co-ope;, itive i.irketing Is almost essential in getting a new
district under way. Car-loai .riKlnctlon. as mentioned above, is often most
d( Arable. Given a lar- ful MUdy of the entire situation, success is reasonalily

assured.

There is usually a living to be made from the land while the trees are
coming Into bearirg age. yUiny crops which will bring good returns can be
grown between tlie rows of trees while they are .voung, but it siioiild always
be remembered that the .voung trees are of tirst Importance, and upon tlieir

pre \t Ii.'alth and vigour depends the future u.sefnlness of the orchard.
' tercropping of young ordiards Is generally discouraged for the reason

flia .he trees are likely to be neglected or misused and tlie soil depleted of
plan;.food and moisture. It Is by in.)udicioii» croiiping, however, that young
orchards are often most seriously iii,1iired. K.xtra care should be taken to
maintain the fertility of the .soil by the apiilication of manure and fertilizers.


