
THE HALF-BREED H
I

which seemed as long as a year. Men gambled away oneanother a small store of wealth, drank away their own S
. appomtments shot each other's lives out unmolested. Three
I

spasmodic vigilance committees hanged six men by the neck
I

until they were dead, but speedily allowed themselves to dTs
I

solve and the town to relapse, because of a happy combination
I

of sheer laziness and sympathy with the offenders
,

Kumours of an advance flew thick. They were alwaysbrought heavily to earth by a charge of common sense or 1n-
!

vestigation. Nevertheless, others were speedily on tTe wLg •

^

and men looked at them. Ensuing disappoinkent came intime to possess a cumulative force that aLunted to a dull
I

sullen anger agamst nothing in particular
" » ^u".

' tnnirt7°"''^.f
^"^ ^^ '^^°°' ""^"^^^^^ ^^^ ^J^^ady been made,

'

but w^thT ""''^-'^ °"'^"'^ ''''^''" °f imperturbabili?;
but with an mcreasmg inner tension. He was a tall, dark

buTii ifr^ r°J
^^^^-«i^«"Wered and clean built ; trontbut with fine hands and feet. His hair was straight andblack

;
his features clean cut and swarthy. By his restless eve

Tt^tTT '??'^"'^^^ '''' «^ ^^P^^««^- y'^ knewtim fora half-breed. He gave out his name as Michall Lafond and

?i.i III
"^""'^ '^

^'""'f-
^"^^^^« ^^' <^1«'^« «f the troublous

«l.nL /'' ^ P'*'*''"^ ''^''^*^" °^'g^* ^^^'« ^«t^ced that hisslender fingers were rarely still. Otherwise the half-breedappeared the most indifferent member of the commui^ty

in 1^,'Sr^ ""''' ^'^
""""i

P''"^"'^* ^^™ f^«°^ investigatingm his painstaking manner each rumour as it took form Thiswas the reason why, when finally the formation of a genuinetram was undertaken by three of the specialists known asscouts, Michail Lafond was one of the eadiest to know of it

st^riaTn/ '^ ^'\'' 'PP^y ^^^ ^'^^««i«^- He ownld fou;

wZn o L hr/- T:''""^ 'i?'^'
^^^ ^ ^'g'^*- two-wheeled

i?fhp ^if M .V^'^'^ *ff'• *^°«* ^^ ^'' 1^^« ^ad been spent

Idnd X. /'*'.?"'' wilderness. He was expert in his ownkind of woodcraft, accustomed to hardships, and a good shotIn every respect he knew himself fitted to become fmemSof such an expedition as the present. He had no doubt o7his

S'^r'- I.^!""
^' '''^''"^ *^^t ^t last hi waSng waended he saddled one of his horses, and rode threeS out

nis tsta m the air, and screamed with delight. This was the


