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joint cgreements grow. Both are continentel in scope,
botli are dedicanted to the pcoples of the two countries,
one, initially, to the preservation of thoir security,
rnd, both, through the fullest utilizantion of our re-
sourcos, to their well-being. Onc is the /llaska High-
wey, tho other the St. Lawroncc Scaway. Together they
reprcaent the North Lmerican genius.

Let me csk you for o moment to think of thesc two
groct undertakings not ns cngincering projocts but
simply ns ideas. The /le skn Highway 1ldea, which for
1ongdhns chnllenged our imnginations, beccame o reality
through war. The St. Lawrence Séawny on tho other
hané is a vision which hes endured in spite of war and
will come into its own in times of pecace.

Both idecs were born before the war; both have long

!
chelonged our im&g{'ation. The first I mention as

procf of our capnclty to bring to fruition, smoothly
rnd without friction, the great potentinlities of our
North Zmerican mentecl climecte. The sccond I mention
" a8 on indiention of tho challenge of the future for it
1s t'.e future vitality of our mentel climetc that really
mattors. It would be sterilc indced if we could point
only to past accowmplishments: the Seawzy, however, is
tho rcminder thet it is ~ rich and fertile climate,
that great work lics rherd if we arec to rcalize the
highcst potentinls of the North American idea.

No project wrs over initisted under conditions of
morc cxtreme urgencythan was the .laska Highwey, but
not cven the tremcendous pressurc of military nceds

prevented
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