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The colour of money, circa 2000

Everyone knows what debit is,
right?

Instead of using real money, you
make purchases via your bank card.
Very convenient. No more messing
around with all that cumbersome
and filthy cash that has been loiter-
ing in people’s mouths and God
knows where else. Soon all commu-
nication systems will be digital and
debit shows that our monetary sys-
tem is moving in the same direction.

But what kind of effect is the
separation between consumer and
physical money going to have on our
lives? What and who's convenience
are we opening ourselves up to!

First of all, there is the issuer of
the bank card itself, the bank. Elec-
tronic money (e-money) is going to
work out beautifully for the interna-
tional banking system. [t will take all
those dollars that are floating around
there in your pockets, not making
them a cent in investments and in-
terest and put it all into, all the
banks, all the time. E-money is a
simple transaction from one account
to another.

Now the banks having that much
control over your money may not
bother you that much but remember,
money is property of the federal gov-
ernment and if they are issuing e-
money to the banks, then their
databases will have to be linked. The
user, date, time and place of all trans-
actions are recorded. That is surveil-
lance, as long as you're using money,
you can be found.

If e-money is going to be lucra-
tive for the bank then it will be so

Empowe

SH”]L‘ i‘rl [h(_‘ l'\lL‘i‘H 1n l}\i.‘% HT'llCi(‘
you will find hard to believe, and
others may seem quite startling. Re-
member only this: you need not be-
lieve the ideas, you need not accept
them and you need not even wel-
come them. But do not allow your-
self to make exceptions in applying
these ideas. Nothing more is asked.

When the Bible says “Judge not
that ye be not judged,” it means that
if you judge the reality of others you
will be unable to avoid judging.

The choice to judge rather than
to know is the cause of loss of peace.
Judgement is the process on which
perception, not knowledge rests.
Judgementalways involvesrejection.
The meaning of what you are trying
to communicate is lost to you and
others because you are judging them.
You do not need‘judgment.

It is automatically suspended and
this is the process that enables recog-
nition to replace perception. Judge-
ment is a reflection of the ego, be-
cause to judge is to take on a position
you do not hold, but want, it is an
illusionary dream made real. When
you feel tired, it is because you have
judged yourself as capable of being
tired. When you laugh at someone it
is because you have judged him as
unworthy. When you laugh art your-
self you must laugh at others if only
because you cannot tolerate the idea
of being more unworthy than they
are. The challenge is to do the same
when you are angry at someone or
something. Their are many reason to
hate and seek revenge and some seek
to turn a wrong into a right through
unrighteous means and wrongful
deeds. To rise above this hatred and
bitterness takesstrength, but remem-
ber, your enemies will not be able to

for the government as well. All
purchases will have to be legit. That
finishes the “war” on drugs. It's
very hard to buy marijuana or any-
thing else that isn’t on the level
with the bank card. Unless of
course, you and your dealer can
convince the local grocer toring in
an ounce of “crack” under produce.

With all transactions limited to
hardware and software that can
record their source and destinations
you can forget working under the
table for the summer or making
money on the side during the school
year. Escaping proper taxes and lev-
ies is impossible when your money is
also an electronic snoop device.

Digital technology is information
technology and to deviate from
MecLuuhan. It's not the medium but
the user that is the message. Gather-
ing information on foreign powers is
no longer a mandate of the western
governments, instead the collection
of information is turning toward their
own citizens.

This isn’t paranoid Orwellian
ranting, just take a look at what our
American cousins are up to south of
the border. The F.B.l. have been
trying to get their proposed “Digital
telephony and privacy improvement
act of 1994” through congress. This
would mean that phone and other
providers of digital information serv-
ices would have to have “back door”
listening and screening devices in-
stalled into the equipment they sold
or rented to the public, so all trans-
missions could be intercepted to pro-

vide “call identifying information”

to the government. The manufac-
turers of such equipment would have
four years to provide the goods with
these capabilities. A very conven-
ient way to find out who the miscre-
ants and malcontents are.

Debit is being sold under the same
“security” guise. Don't buy into the
tissue of lies that say digital money is
going to decrease your chances of
being the victim of a violent crime.
Debit does not eliminate the need
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I have been asked recently why |
haven’t written a column as of late,
and to that [ have tosay this: nothing
has really pissed me off as of late.
Well, at least not until recently. So
here it is — Enjoy!

o[f you happened to have read
the editorial, you will have noticed
that I am not in favour of the pro-
posed national strike protesting the
Social Security Review (SSR).

I do accept that some students
(mainly left wing crazies) feel the
need to protest, and as a result, a
clause expressing support for these
individuals’ right to protest was in-
cluded in the DSU motion of non-
support for the strike.

Now, even though this clause was
added, a few members of council for
reasons obviously political in nature,
decided not to vore for the motion,
even though they themselvesdid not
support the strike.

for people to rob other people, if
anything it forces a robber to use
more aggressive methods like abduc-
tion.

At the present your money is your
own, to do with as you please, but
should a digital cash system come to
order it will be like having a “little
brother” in your wallet.

I'm not trying say that your local
bank teller is part of an enigmatic
cabal to enslave you or that the debit
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Don't you just hate politics and
political bullshit? I mean, hell, you
don't offer to represent students if
you are afraid of what they might
think of yourchoices. Youcan't have
your cake and eat it too. If you don't
take a stand, you are just full of shit
and not worth my time of day.

Should student politics really be
so fucking political?

eHey there Grads. Guess what!?
Did you know that at last week’s
Dalhousie Association of Graduate
Students (DAGS) council meeting,
some of the lefties tried to instigate a
leadership review? I find this very
interesting in light of the fact that
one of the instigators is one of the
DAGS appointed reps to the DSU
and hasn’t been to at least the last
four DSU meetings. Talk about hy-
pocrisy. People who live in glass
houses. ..

e As a final little rant, I'd like to

judge the truth if it is worthy of its
place.

To empower yourself to remain
unaffected from someone is seen as a
weakness by some but it is what true
empowerment is, for it forces the
instigator to reveal their action for
what they are.

The strain of constraint judge-
ment is virtually intolerable. The
seeking of energy implies that you
are worthy to judge. The problem is
that when we begin to realize the
potential goodness in ourselves, we
often take our discovery much too
seriously. We might kill for goodness
by spearing someone’s spirit. What s
lacking is a sense of humour. Hu-
mour here does not mean telling
jokes or being comical or criticizing
othersand laughingat them. A genu-
ine sense of humour is having a light
touch. It is recognizing the point of
privilege of knowing and helping
others seek this comfort.

Everyone has experienced a

“Wind of Energy” in their lives. For
example athletes feel a surge of en-
ergy when they are engaged in their
sport. Or a person may experience a
torrent of love or passion for another
person, to whom they are attracted.
Sometimes, we feel energy as a cool
breeze of delight that travels our spi-
nal column. For example when you
are hot and perspiring on a hot sum-
mer day, if you take a shower, you
feel so delightful, refreshed and en-
ergized at the same time.

Normally we think energy comes
from a definite source or has a par-
ticular cause. We associate it with
the situation in which we become so
energized. Athletes may become ad-
dicted to their sport because of the
“rush” they experience. Some peo-
ple become addicted to falling in
love over and over again because
they feel so good and alive when
theyare in love. The result of letting
go is that you discover a bank of self-
existing energy that is always avail-

able to you beyond any circum-
stances. When you desire to let go,
you go into worrying about your own
state of mind and you can begin to
think of others. You feel a longing to
share your discovery, because you
now trust in yourself and you want
others to feel the same.

In some sense, we should regard
ourselvesasbeing burdened. We have
the burden of helping the world
around us and if we have the re-
sources, the world beyond this one.
We cannot forget this responsibility
to others. But if we take our burden
as a delight, we can actually liberate
this world. The way to begin is with
ourselves. We can also learn to be
open with others. So we can work
with the rest of the world, on the
basis of the goodness we discover in
ourselves.

While everyone has a responsi-
bility to help the world we can create
idditional chaos as described above
if we try to impose our ideas or our

is a slave tessera with which the
government is trying to construct a
Romanesque human mosaic (that
seems to be a job for the “smart
card”) but it is very possible and
highly likely that by its technology
and the information it provides, the
debit will be put to uses other than
those intended. Caveat emptor!

Morley Devine

say something about the owner of
the gun that was used in last Friday’s
shooting of a Dalhousie graduate stu-
dent. I do respect the right of indi-
viduals who feel the need to go out
into the woods and shoot defence-
less animals. I also respect the rights
of those survival types who just take
their guns to the range to practice for
the day the government collapses,
but [ have nothing but contempt for
un-owners who don’t know where
their guns are. As far as I'm con-
cerned, the owner of the gun is just as
responsible as the deranged perpe-
trator of the crime. This guy should
pay some major fine and spend a
month or two in jail just to make sure
that if they ever let him own a gun
again, he’ll make sure it’s in a safe
place. What an idiot. | hope the
victim sues his ass off.

Joe Tratnik
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help upon others. Many people have
theories about what the world needs.
Many people think the world needs
democracy, some people think that
technology will save the world, some
people think that technology will
destroy the world, some people even
believe that we need casinos. All
this does not matter. All that needs
to be acknowledged is that the pur-
pose of our existence is evolution.
Evolution in this sense means gain-
ing an enlightened society that can
distinguish between right and wrong.
In order that we can help others we
must examine our own experience,
in order to see what it contains that
is of value in helping ourselves and
others to uplift their existence.

What this entails is an acknowl-
edgement that we are gifted and hold
positions of privilege. Secondly, we
must aspire to do the near impossi-
ble. Here lies hope, for hope is ac-
knowledgement of what can’t be
explained or communicated and re-
quires someone to seek help and in-
spiration from the almighty.

The presentworld is in chaos. We
are part of this chaos for our lives are
based on consumption that is con-
tingent on the conquest of others.
No society in the history of civiliza-
tion has ever survived at such a rate
of consumption. | propose not to
have all the answers but I hope that
[ have open discussion for some ques-
tions to be asked. For we are threat-
ening the survival and justice our
future generation deserves.

Ron Sampson
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