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Comedy depicts moral

lesson of Vietnam

Good Morning Vietnam
Touchstone Pictures
West Mall 5, Capitol square 4

réview by June Chua

hours: "Gooooood

morning Viet-
nam!!", exclaims the
boisterous voice of

Adrian Cronauer (Robin Williams) as it cuts
the still morning air. Indeed, this is the
"demilitarized zone” where Williams’ crazy
antics literally explode on the air.

This film serves two purposes: first, it
satirizes American involvement in Vietnam
by showing the noncombatant side; se-
condly, it is a showcasc for Williams'’s talent.

Upon his arrival, Cronauer starts off by
playing “unauthorized” rock music. This
incites criticism from his immediate su-
periors, Lt. Hank and Sergeant-Major Dicker-
son. But Cronauer remains the rebel through-
out, making fun of the strict, authoritarian
views of his superiors. This reveals the
distorted military perspectives of Hauk and
Dickerson, as Hauk demands to be saluted
because “that’s what being a higher rank is all
about.”

Yet, in the midst of all this good-natured
fun, there lies deep criticism of American
intervention and of the military itself. For
instance, when Cronauer attempts to be-
friend Tuan, brother of a beautiful girl
Cronauer is interested in, Tuan calls him
phoney, like all Americans who “come and
want something they can’t get.” The film also
exposes the extreme censorship of any news
that would demoralize the troops, to which
Cronauer asks: “...are you afraid people are
going to find out there’s a war going on?”

In addition, the film has many cynical
moments. The most memorable is when
Cronauer plays "What a Wonderful World”
with shots of bloody clashes, terrorism in the
streets and bombing of villages. This is

contrasted with tender images of urban and
rural life: old men playing cards, naked
boys taking a shower, women in the rice
fields and bustling marketplaces.

Especially funny moments include the
times when Cronauer tries teaching the
natives American street talk; though some-
what racist, it is counterbalanced by the
film’s admonishment of Americans them-
selves. Also comical is when he goes outona
date with Tuan’s sister, which involves her
whole family (“My God, this could be ugly”),
and when Cronauer edits a tape of Richard
Nixon’s speech.

This film succeeds in presenting both the
American and Vietnamese outlook. It shows
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Cronauer giving an i ptu show to
young, nervous troops going into combat
—unsure if they'll return. He asks their
names and where they came from, giving the
soldiers a sense of identity instead of treating
them just as bodies in uniform. However,
one unforgetable moment burns in my mind,
and that is when Tuan makes an impassioned
speech full of hate, suffering and anguish as
he claims, “...we're not human to them (the
American military)” with tears streaming
down his agonized and embittered face.

Nevertheless, Robin Williams can some-
times be an irritating shadow that overcasts
the real issues in the film. One statement of
Cronauer’s: "My God it’s Mardi Gras and I'm
on the main float,” pretty much summarizes
Williams’ role in the movie.

Most significant is the Wizard of Oz theme
that underscores Cronauer’s experiences in
Vietnam. Although he makes fun of “Hanoi
Hannah” as the Wicked Witch of the North,
the Kansas in this film is Vietnam which has
been devastated by the dark, indifferent
tornado of the U.S. By the end, clear-cut
notions of who is Good and who represents
Evil are clouded by gray areas. Good Morning
Vietnam is an entertaining movie that pro-
vides a moral lesson to us all — one should

gosee it both for the history lesson and to see .

Robin Williams at his zaniest best.
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Non Credit Instruction in

® Weight Training (4 classes)

® Women's Self Defense (1930 Thur)
® Jazz Dance (2 Classes)

® Ballet for Dancers (1930 Mon)

® Jive/Swing Dancing (1930 Tue)

~Call 432-2555

Fitness Course
® Aerobics — Beginner to Super
Advanced
® Keep Fit — No Frills, Fitness for
Beginners and Up.
® Stretch & Tone
® Aquacises

Classes available throughout the Day
Call 432-5607

Special Interests

® Standard First Aid Courses (Red

o Cross)

® Bicycle Care & Maintenance

® Athletic First Aid Courses

® Racquetball, Squash & Tennis
Instruction

Call 432-2555

Specialty Fitness Courses
Have Fun — Get Fit

® Folk Dance to Fitness M & W 1210
® Fitness on Ice T& Th 0715
® T'ai Chi for Beginners T&Th 1210

432-5607

Adult Learn to Skate
Scared-stiff Beginners to good
skaters will find this class a great
way to improve their skating.
1200-100 Mon. and 1500-1600 Wed.
Training for Running
0645 M W F
Top Coaching by Garry Wheeler
30 lessons $75/Staff, $62/Students

Saturday Mornings
are for Kids
® Children in Tae Kwon Do
(6-13 years)
® Fencing for Youth (9-15 years)
® Wado Kai Karate for Kids (under

Expert Instruction geared to Children
10 lessons $35/child. Two or more $30
each. Call: 432-2555.

All Courses start in the Week of 25 Jan.
Fitness Class Fees

Twenty lesson courses: $53/Staff, $41/Students
Thirty lesson courses: $75/Stalf, $62/Students

Campus Recreation - Rm W108
Van Viiet Physical Education Recreation
Centre
Phone 432-5607
e

Covers still hot and Groovie

,’ hat becomes a legend
most?” asked Lou Reed
once, and here are the
Flamin’ Groovies, some 20

years of cult status after their inception, still
pumping out the same kind of good times
garage band classics that made them semi-
famous.

Their answer to the musical question,
however, is both becoming and unbecoming
by turns. On the plus side, One Night Stand
shows that the band can still sound exuberant
and fresh. The album was recorded live in
the studio in a mere 15 hours and mixed in
only 12 hours. The only overdubbing is on
the vocals, so the live sound remains virtually
intact.

The record rocks along in a solid groove
and you know that these guys believe in
what they're doing, but unfortunately, except

for g us that rock and roll i

to be fun rather than a corporate design,
there’s no particular musical reason for the
existence of this record.

Maybe the fun quotient is or should be
enough, but basically there is nothing new
about this album, despite the sleeve’s claim
that these are "brand new recordings.” New
recordings they are: of four old Groovies’
classics and another half dozen cover tunes
mostly culled from the sixties staple garage
band repertoire. The most recent song, in
fact,is a cover of the Hoodoo Gurus’ "Bitter-
sweet”, returning a compliment to a band
which was influenced by the Groovies and
also an oblique reference to the fact that the
Groovies are now based out of the Gurus’
native Australia.

There is nothing really the matter with
One Night Stand; it would have been nice to
see these guys maybe bother to write at least
acouple of new songs. On the other hand, if
One Night Stand succeeds in introducing a
new generation to Groovies' classics like
“Shake Some Action” and "Teenage Head",
it may be worth the trip after all.
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European Camping Tours for 18-35s

We call them "Back to Basics” as they go back to the original idea of providing a low cost
way to see Europe — the logical alternative to doing it yourself. You are guaranteed
accommodation in two person tents (carried on the coach) everywhere you go. Choose
between three exciting European itineraries lasting from 18-32 days.

Plus, there's the fascinating Eastand West with our Russia & Scandinavia tour or contrast
Europe and Africa with a tour of Spain, Portugal and Morocco.

Contiki Holidays for 18-35s. See your Travel Agent.

* Price is per person,

more. No sinle supplerents!

HUB Mall, U of A
433-2494

240 offices across Canada
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