
Marketing blues
Pomnwflstike againt Wasn'thkonlynmonths ago that Husder

rnaÏaift.plwdenr ow toiety by-publishlng dlsgusting
picture of women belng crucified? Througb the controvèrsy,
caused bythe actionsof women's groups and retigious organiza-
tlonsHwtfser managed to seil even more magazines. it was ail just
free advertlslng.

l'hWs month, PenMohouebs jumpedi on the bandwagon by
catching -the attention of women's groups and the Alberta
government With pkctures depkcting violenoeagainst women.

Cabinet Minâter Dick Jonson reacted bywrlting a harsh letter
t* Pëndhous pubishe Bob Guccione. Johnson a"s proposed a
panel omed froin Aberta Statuit of Women Action Conimittee
membis to "revlew future issues of Pnhouse. This reaction bas
only pimôtéd the miles of Penthous magazine, not the statu$ of
w orren.

SPentbow has been quick to squieeze everyadvertising advan-
tage out of the situation by supplemering their own ad cam-
paign. The large swstika appearing ln hms week 's journal was a
simrple p4o to ke the issue alive. The ad will heip to seil more
magazines, andci îl do nothing forthe Alberta goverment or for
the image of women.

As with Hustler, e*iyon and bis dog is-searching out elusive
Dec. issues of Pnthouse just to. see what the fuss Is about.

There is no doubt that images depicting violence against
women are disgustinig, but censorsbip is nottbg answer. Not only
does oensorsbip serve to k4 lmor magazines via the blaclt-
maiket ik bas abiolutely no effect on the, men who -read the

No one knows who will be the ,next publisher to join ln the
porni wars or to what extent he will go to get the next f ree ad
campaign, but as it stands now in the porn wars, tie score is: Porn
2, Women O

Religion today
Tbere is hardly an objective measure that shows any recent

erosion of religious life in Amerîca. lni fact, a funny thing may
have happened on the way te moral degeneration: in somne ways
retiglous activity got stronger. A quick sketch of the facts:

Since the late 19M0 the percentage of Anielcanswho attended
church or synagogue- "in the last seven days'> has remained
almboet constant t was 42 per oen .i 1969- and 40 per cent in
1963.. Moreover, the data show that another 16 per cent. had
attended cburch or- synagogue at least once wfthln the past
monith, akhough not within the past week. These figures - more
than haif the population going regularly to religiaus services -are extremely high compared to other develop>ed nations.

George Gallup Ir. believes thal this constancy in churcb
attendance actually maks some upward change. People under
thlaty are typically less active in churcb than are theirelders. ln the,
19M0, as the baby boomi cohort becamne young aduts,, they
tended to depress the national averages. ln the 19M0, says Gallup,
these young adults will move inte middle age and churcb attend-
ance sbould dimb.

Ot«e indices already show an increase in religious activity.
-Gallup data show that front 1978 te 1961 the percentage of

adufts receivlng religlous education (Bible study, retreats, college
courses, and se on> climbed from 17 per cent to 26 per cent. The.
sharpest percentage increase was among young adults. There has
aIse been a significant increase in the percentage of. teenagers
engaging in Bible study. (According te popular reports 0f teen-
age behaviuour, we might assume that such activity takes place in
the early part of an evening tlýat will later be devoted to dope,
pomographic moivies, and promiscuous sex.1

And consider college students: ln M57, 39 per cent said that
religion was very important in their ives. in 1983 that number was
5Oper cent. Thse 1983 Galup survey also showed that the percen-
tage of coliee youth who said that their religlous commîtment
had become stronger since enterlng college was twice the per-
centage saying it had l*come weakèrt
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Endless -arguments
It is unfortunate that some patrons of ETS are net as

informed as Mr. Beaumont, a first year Arts student.
UnfortuàateIy, society has overlooked their appareni
ignorance and allowed tbem and the legions of
'mindless, marching morons" te wander and speak
at wilI. The University of Aberta has even granted
some of them admission, and the Gateway allows.
theni, the unenlightened, te participate ina forum
such as this, despite their inferior intelligence. That's
"ht deunocracy is, Mr. Beaument: freedom of opin-

ionu, ne mnatter how wrong you are.
t seens teome that judgemnents about* a person's

intelligence are net within your realm cf expertise.
Comments such as, "... .the only thing exceeding the
nurnber of holes in Shona Welsh's head is the
nurnber of botes in ber letterr," and a referenée te her
"warped mind» are uncalîed for; indeed, they are
offensive. Courtesy and respect are the foremost
rules of argumentation. Your letter amounted te a
persenial attack on Ms. Welsh because she does net
'share your opinion. As te what yeur opinion is, 1 have
te confess that it is te me somewvhat elusive. You
denounce the tactics of the Peace Movement, but
your stand towards the idea of disarmament is
unctear. People of great intelligence, people immi-
nenptly more qualified than you, Mr. Beaumont, have
found it worthwbile te give of their time and meney
in support of disarmament. You have net cenvinced
me that 1 should abandon peace marches; rather, you
have made me realize bow much harder we have te
work.

This is net te insinuate that the efforts of the last
twenty-five years have been futile. Centuries. have
been devoted te some causes. We cannot burden the
battie with time stipulations.

And Mr. Beaumont, you have flot put forward any
alternatives to demonstrati ng. Ms. Welsh's comments
in this regard were perfectly justified. Although you
show some seniblance of conoern in statj ng that
"isociéty must flot be allowed te fail into a state of
apathy," you. are an example of what you say mustnfot
happen. You are the e'mibodiment of apathy and
cynicism; you do nothing and criticize those who
rally to effect change. If protests inconvenience you,l1
suppose that parades, funeral processions, and other
public demonstratiçns of sentiment do so as weUI.
Next time you are delayed by a march, hop on a bus
and eavesdrop on another conversation. Evaluating
the intelligence of itsparticipants should keep you
entertained.

As for the inclusion of the statemnent "Good grief,
heathens run amok," intentionally or unintention-
ally, you imply a certain godlessness amongst protes-
tors. (I can't decide whether you should give Charlie
Brown or the Rev. Gerry Falwel aedit -for this com-
ment.) I wiIU attribute it te an unfortunate choice of
words, believing that by using it you meant te comn-
ment on the anarchic nature of demonstrations. I arn
crediting you with some intelligence, which is more
than you do for your adversaries.

One final ccômment: rememnber that many "haîf
truths, inaccurate statistics, and downrikht faîsities"
have been uttered in defense of nuclear prolifera-
tien. The peace movement does net have a monop-
oly on misinformationy.

Louise Riopel
Evening Student
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