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Sheltered behind the car our assailants
were in little danger of our bullets, and
our ammunition was almost exhausted.
We should either be burned in our trap
or forced to capitulate. And with the
mob in its present temper, what capitu-
lation might mean we could only guess.

“It’s all up, Grey,” said I. “You've
done your duty nobly, but we’re beaten.
Roll out the whisky to them.”

“What whisky ?” he demanded.

I pointed to the barrel.

Grey was a friend of mine, but I shall
never forget the look that came into his
eyes. I shouldn’t have cared to be his
enemy at that moment.

“You fool,” he shouted. “That isn't
whisky. That’s blasting powder!”

If a moment before the situation
seemed desperate, what shall T say of 1t

now? There seemed nothing for it but
flight. But how or where should we fly ?

“_79 men might brave the storm for the
night, and in the morning find our way
back to Burke’s siding, but for Mrs. Grey
that was impossible. There seemed noth-
ing for it but to hold out until the fire
80t into our car and take a chance—if
You could call it a chance, in the snow.

But while I was reflecting on these
Pleasant alternatives an idea came to

urke,

“Blasting powder, is it? Then roll it
out to them. Let them blow themselves
»

O——

The destination was never announced.
At that moment something swept by like
2 fresh burst of storm from the north.
At first we could distinguish nothing
through the swirling snow, but soon we
made out the forms of men on horse-
b}“‘k, and the mob scattering in all direc-
ons, as though a bomb had been
thrown amongst them. Resistance was
SWept away in an instant, the car was
left to burn where it stood, and as the
riders Swung up to the caboose we saw
the fire flicker on the shining buttons and
accoutrements of the Mounted Police.

“Come in, Sergeant, come in, and bring
Your men,” shouted Grey. “The Lotd
Sent you just in time, to be sure. Such
a Tide as you must have had!” :

“Tt was a bit unpleasant,” the sergeant
admitted, “but you seem to have had
stirring times here, too. You've a nasty
Sealp cut there, Grey. What other
Casualties ?”

We mustered for examination. Burke
had a bullet-hole in his arm, and Find-
ay was swollen out of recognition as a
result of his rough usage. Jimmy and I
and Mrs. Grey had nothing to show for
the skirmigh, :

“And now, Constable Findlay,” said
the sergeant, “will you explain why you
should not be disciplined for failing to
Place the ringleaders under arrest?”

. “Findlay did everything possible,” Grey
mterrupted. “He charged the whole
bunch single-handed, and we had to
drag him in to save his scalp. I told hn{x’
that it was glorious, but it wasn’t war.

“Anq that, my dear sir, is just where
You are mistaken. That is war—as the

ounted Police play the game. As soon
48 we begin counting odds our usefulness
a8 a force is ended. We are expected to
do the impossible, and, sir, we do it, or

Wouldn’t be here at this minute. Find-
Ay should have effected his arrests—or
Stayed there. However, he appears to
ave shown a fair amount of pluck, and
Will escape with a reprimand.”

“Thank you, sir,” said Findlay.

“And now, Mr. Grey, if you can find
Shelter for our horses we'll stable-up and
“Amp with you until the trouble blows
Over” gaid Graham. s

IS. Grey had been digging deep in a

OX, but at this moment she emergel
With a great parcel. Unwrapping it, she
held aloft an enormous turkey—a regu-
I, 2enuine, Ontario-fed gobbler. 5

‘Ever,vbml.v stays for Christmas din-
er,” she declared,

¥ lhree \chesrs: for Mrs. Grey,” we
S]’Outed, and the old cupola rocked as we
2ave them, :

.08, T guess you don’t know just how
big o turkey looked in those days.

Bill roge from his pail, stretched him-
Self, ang prepared to turn in. The other
boy S SHI puffed silently in their bunks,
":f Warren said:

. HOW about the fill?
n time 9

i “Diq he?” said Bill. “Did he? Well,
"0 who. fall down on their jobs don’t
{g:t Where Grey is mnow. Good-night,
8. Four o’clock comes early.”

Did he finish 1t
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