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BREAKING- OUT 0F GERMAN
L etiers of a Canadian European Buyer Io his /irm, in which he describes the kindly aid given him hy Mephisto, in getîing oui ol G

via Holland, to England, aller the v'ar was under way

M R. GERED. HARPER fir the Europeanbuye fo a pomient irmof millinery
importers' wîth head officee in Toronto. He
is also unconsciously au author and a humorist.
From 4ugust 6th unti September 8th Mr. Harper's
lettcrs ta kit firm, as published below, form a .serious
rival int newi and huma» interest to many of the
famous letters of history. For brevity they may flot
equal Caesar's military despatches to Rome; for
diplomatic-sagacity they may be inferior to the
psychic letters of Bismarck to his friends in the
army; and for intimate description they may notbe
quite up to the standard set by Bob Ingersoll's cele-
brated letters from hell. But as a picture of what
happened to a Canadian caught in the web of war
in a hostile country they are by far the best thing
as yet corne to light on this side of the water.

Some time bef are war broke out Mr. Harper was
in Berlin, Dresden and Sebnitz, busily selecting
sam pies af ribbon, artificial flowers and numerous
other articles of millinery for his firm. While

BIDING HIS TIME
Berlin, August ftb.IAM In Berlin under the protection of the American

flag. Don't know when I can get away. Nobody
or anything can get Out, but I amrn l good
health.

1 must abide mny tlme until I can find the oppor-
tunity of getting away. Can't say wben.

WHY HE LOST FAITH
Berlin, Âuguet 29tb.

The British are a Iaughing-stock: over here. Fancy
sending a few tbousand over bere to, beat millions
and no word of the British navy doing anything.
What under the sun fa goIng to Iiappen to England
when these people bere gei starisd? 0f course the
British fleet fa hidlng or waitIng and tryLng to muddle
tbrough. We British over hers have to just he
patient, as we hear everything one-sided, but IL la time
w. heard of the navy, whe are, 1 hear, In hIding and
afraid to mnakes a try at the German ships. Their
army la the finst in the worldý, anid their navy, se
far, fa wbat tbey say, but 'what in thunder is the
British navy dolng? XI will have to wake up-t00
laLe-and then the three littie Isies wlll make good
watering places for Germany.

Ksep the folks In Toronto posted as to me. Expect
to be away from here when the invasion of England
talces place. Whast a blunderlug lot you are. 0f
course 1 could take a chance and pexrhaps rot In a
German prison, or get In a litile pillin my bide, but
1 arn tee bealtby for ibat as yei. PosIbly 1 rnay
have a chance nexi week. If yen wani to wIre me,
do as before, tbrough the Axuerican Embassy.

The American Embassy are doing ail that tbey can
te exehange good Britishers for, tbey say, better Ger-
Manh. PosElbly we rwf l b. away nont week.

NOT QUITE S0 " CHESTY"
Friday, Septexuber 4Lh.

A BOUlTcompleting aragmnsfor gtigaa
or Tuesday morning, the 8Lb inst. Ail Indica-

tions point ta a successful getting away from tbe
botel at lasi.

The feeling around Berlin la grewlng quite bitter
against Briish subjecis; I bave noticed It coining
on In thbe lest two or ibree days, particulerly after a
reverse of the Austro-Hungarian troops, wbicb. had
to retire from Ruttrelle. Down at the office this
mnorning, at 10.30, and received tbe usual batcb of
mail ta be posted for Amuerican friends. Toolr a welk
ibrough the Tiergarten ibis afternoon and noticedl
tbere were not so mny people about as usuel. In
the evenIng tbe boulevards were less crowded and
tbe people more subdued, ihe restaurants belug balf
empty, particularly IJnter den Linden; the people,
the waiters and tbe varIaus officers I camne in contact
witb not quite so "cbesty.» Long lista of kllled and
wounded are being pozted up onl the aide o! the
General Post Office, and many grlef-stricken women
are perusing tbexu for news of their lest and weuded
relatives, Numbers of wounded soldiers are erriving
In. Berlin. Tbinking it advisable ta retire early, went
ta my rooxu ai 10.30.

BEGINS TO "BUCK UP " AGAIN
Saiurday, Septexuber 5.

KNOKN about Saturday morning early heard

Servians on the soutb. Weaiher fine and very warm.
On reacbing office at 10.30 find that tbe Russians are
perxnitted to louve Berlin. ilEac Individual Russian
who is able te pay for bis pas-sage la; reqnflred te tuke
two peor Russiana wlth hlm and pay for ihem, the

Mr. George D. Harper.

penalty for their being allowed ta leave tbe country.
No British subjecis. recelve any sncb good news;
they are ail housed up lu ths counutry somewbere,
and It seema almost Impossible La geL word of any-
body, as the aut!horlties are very bitter againsi the
Englisb. Durlng the a!ternoon I endeavoursd ta go
oui ta, tbe camp and visit the Eugliab priseners. IL
la stated ibat aithbi camp ihere are a theusand of
aur Scotch Highlanders, wblch la very good neya ta
me, as I badl fsarsd tjbey were aIl kllled. Persistent
rumeurs reacheil me ihat the suture British army
was eltbsr smasbed up, capiured or kllled. afier their
arrivai lu Bei-gluxu. This, news la vsry depressing,
but afier hearing again o!'-the defeat o! ths Austro-
Hungarians lu ServIa, or ibat neigbbourbood, beglu
te buck up again. More waunded seldiers continue
te arrive. Called ai the American Embassy and saw
the American Ambassador, Mr. Gerard; he reports
to me ibat ne Britisb subjects whaiever willi be
allowed ta beave the couutry-advlsing me ta be con-
tent, as under iheir protection ail la perfeotly safe.
Saiurday evenlng I vlsited a restaurant cailed
"Haibels,"' eue of the oldesi and beat kuovu restaur-
ants on Unter den Linden, Emperor William I. uaed
te go ibere and sit sut the windew enjoylng the slghts,
particularly that o! tbe ladies valklng up and down
Unter den Linden. On walklug ibrougb the Frled-
richstrasse, a lutile later, I vas accosied by some
ruffians wbo demended ta know rny uaLionallty. Witb
a laugh 1 Painied te oue o! the policemen lu the
mlddle o! tbe atreet and walked over iowards hlm,
,wbfch seemed a goeod reuson for tbem ta scaiter.,
Then I tbougbt ht adviable te make for ths hotel,
whicb I dld at double quick tilme.

TIME HANGS HEAVILY
Sunilay, September 6.M ADE fInal arrangements for my departure Mon.

day morulng. Taok a atrol ibraugli the wooda
and walked about six to eight miles. Back te

the Linden about 2 o'cleck and met numbers ef Am-
erncans who vere lu a very nerveus condition, net
knovlng whetber ta riali golng over te England or
waLt quletly. iaking the Holland-Axnerlcan lins La
Americe. Called round ai the Embassy aud found
IL closed. Everytblng quiet Iu Berlin. One would
not thlnk thet war la Laklng place anywbere but for
the numbera of wouuded belug brought lu. The
people seemi semewhat subdned compared with the
previeus veek, but are ail outin uheir best blbs and
tuekers. I occaslonally noiced a few people lu
mourning.

Have mait found ont thet e special train I was
geing te take lui the xuorning weul-d net lsave tilI
Tuesday, wbicb was rather dfsappolnting, as ime la
beglnnIng Le bang vory heavily. Hovever, 1 met a
Mr. Lonias, froxu Niagara Palls,. Amnerîcan aidýe, and
vo bad quit. a chat togeiber, and be telle; me ibai
the newa !rom ontide la quite encouragiug and that
the German People are not havîng iL ail ibeir owu way.

GETTING READY TO LEAVE
M*ouday, Sepiember 7.H AVE been to the office, muade arrangements sud

finlabed np all business. Gooda vers ta cemne
te Sebitz and te be sbipped froxu Berlin te

Rotterdamu. Prom Rotterdamu <o go by express te
New York. At 1.30 lefi the office viih Mr. -
-, whe wlshed me a tearful good-bye vfib a
glad ïamile beblnd IL Iu tbe afiernoon I iook a bus
rlgbt dovu ibrougb the easteru pari a! tbe clty aud
found Lbe facterles andl alI kinds o! business places
closed up. Very !ew people on the streets, which

engaged i» this innocent occupation lie J
mutterings of war. When war broke out Î~
the Germa» factories pîcking artificial flou,4
shrewd Germa» manufacturers who wa
firm's orders kept mum about the war.
Sebnitz among the factory whist1cs he
ignorant about the tuar os though he had be
middle of Un gava.

When Harper got back to Berlin he fou
running amuck. But in Berlin they told hi
was oniy a flare-up; it would soon be over;
old story that has bcen told ta millions mior,
many and Austria since August 4th. H-e
sam pies on via Rotterdam ta New York,
nothing of the Canadian Parliament's aci
bidding the purchase in Canada of -any gooi
factured in either Germa» y or Austria .1
outbreak of war. The tam pies arc now,
York. The goods will neyer arrive. Harpe?
as his letters show,. had grave doubts 7A
wvould arrive himself.

looked deserted. I paid. my bill preparB
leavlng tbe nexi mornlug and ail arrangemte
made ta get afway. Had -my dinner at the
Restaurant In Lbe Feux Strasse and -beiixg
meal In Berlin, and having to get up sari
morning, tbougbt German sausages wonld b
change, and a glass of beer. Needlesa te s
a "Gros"e." It was a quarter ta nine -h11
fliiaed, snd I went for a walk to, the weF
Felix Strasse and found comparatively few 1
the street. Berlin la starting to retire
noticed the people &round the restaurants'
quie so joyful as. they had been, and therl
ta be an under-current ihai things were BD
quite so good with them as ai fIrat. 1 dE
go ta, bed early, as, I bad ta get up at 5 0
the morning ta get away on the apecial.

flefore retiring I packed my tbree pieces
baggage vsry carefully, puttIng ail my own 1I
my bat-box,, whIch I lniended banding ove
familly I was travelling with. HavIng arrangd
ibing ta my satisfaction, I retlred.

EXIT FROM BERLIN, 6 A.>'
Tuesday, Sspte3

H IDARING a knock a.i the deor, I was wid
iii a second, and on asking who, was tb
tLd fi waB "fuuf tjbr," te whIcb I in]~

responded, 'Va vobi." As I b-ai ýthree-QuartO
heur lu wblch te get ready for departure, 1 tO<
quietly; wentto, the office; paid as litile Dl
for tips as possible, 'whicb amou-nted te a cOO1

By ibis Lime, 10 minutes te 6, the faxnily tl
going La travel wiib had arrved, and by e
everything was put Inte the iaxioab, and W4
for the Prledricbstrasse Station, arrlving the
10 minutes later. We got eux porter, arran
aur luggage, aud weut andhlid some cee
firei-clas dlulng-raom o! the station were a
of wounded Germans '*ha bail Jat arrfved tl
ing. Tbey looked pretty weli beiiered abal
bandaged ail over face, bauds, arma or les!
pearfug therougbly worn ont.

Ha-vlng :ftnisbed aur breakfast we weUL"
train, founil our seats, sniiggled dur bMP9
nlcely, and made ourselves coxufortable. A&
of Gerxnan offîcers were bnsey Iuspeetixig t'
gers aa wo went eut, udi I dld net do xDi#lc
about mysel!, as I tho>ugbt lt advlsable te 9t'
aur compartmeni rather than be too curlO
varions members o! the Amerlcan. Embase
dowu ai Vhs train ta see ibat the passe"
away comfortably. I might say5 bere ihat il
been very attentive to any iravellers lefi
American apecial trains fer the fronier. Af
seemed to me bours o! waing, vs finilly
7.20 (five minutes laie). On aux way we 3
the Zeological Gardensý oue of the shlow 1
Berlin, a mosut beautiful spot, and ai OharlOl
a few miles further oui, the new West Ea
coniparatively uew district, iaking uPpas
both these stations.

Afier lsavlng Cbarlottenburg, aur next e
Spaudau. IL la bers ibat Vhs German Go
have a greai many fecorfea. for thes SuPPly
meut. of ail kinds. I notlced ihai every hi'I
vert, road, or auy exposeil part o! the ral
well guarded by oue or ivo eutries; lu1 fsct,
noticeeble ýail along the line. Afier leavli'%
wo made varions stops ai stations, where I Oe
hundreds o! veunded Germns arrive froixn t
Tbey vers lyiug ou the pletforms on set0
their Red Cross nurses andl dociors lu atted

(Çeninued on page 18.)


