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The Postmaster General to the Lords of the Treasury.

My Lords, General Post-office, 28 July 1S5S.
Wrra reference to Sir Charles Trevelyan's letter of the.2Oth instant, -eiclosing

-the draft of a new contract proposed to be entered into with Messrs. Canard,
Burns, and Melver, for the convevamce of the mails, between this cott and
Ainerica, I beg to call your J.ordships' attention to the fact that the suggestions

Uinmy letter of the 4th ultimo, for inaking pa, at least, of the paymentto the

contractors depend on the -amount of postage receivei, and for requiring them·to

providea 'suitable room in each of their vessels for sorting letters, have not been
-embodied in the draft contract.

With respect to the clause requiring the contiactors to'receive-on board eiach

of their -vessels au officer in charge of the mails, I observe that i folios 12, 16,
anid17, powers arc proposed to be given to this officer, and duties-imposed upoin
him, which would only be proper in the event of bis being an, officer in Her

Majesty's Navy, andI beg leave to suggest that the draft should be altered in
this, respect, and a clause introduced similar to one in the late contract for the
Australian Mail Service, providirg that when any oflicer in the service of Her

M-jesty's Post-office lias the charge of the mails, his duties shall be confined to
Post-office business.

I have also to remark, that the draft contract provides no penalty for delay in
starting froin New York, Boston, or HalifzLx- (sucL as is covenanted for in the
case ofLiverpool), and that no tinie is prescribed within whiclr the voyage must

be performed, or penalty for excess of tine.
At folio 33 of the draft contract, question is raised -in the margin which of two

~paragraphs (both taken fromn the present contracts) should b1e retaied. I strongly.
-recommend the selection of the second paragraphi, viz., that-which enables either

party to terminate the contract on simply giving a.notice of twelve montifs.
however, thiis cannot be arranged, I would advise that the Adimiralty take power,

:such as is given in the first paragrapli to the contractors, to terminate the con-

,tract on the payment of a sum of money ii addition to giving a certaim notice.
Ihalve',&c. r

(signed) Colchester.

Treasury Minute, dated 4 August 1858.

RETURN the draft r contract to the Admiralty, and state that it ha sbeen
considered desirable. by the Postmaster General that a clause. should be adde&

requliring the r contractors to provide a suitable room in each of their. vessels for

sorting letters. Mr. Cunard has represented , to their Lordships tliat. gret
inconvenience is -likely to be incurred by the adoption of an arrangement awhich
would necessitate the frequent opening of. the hatches for:the purpose oftr'ansr- r

ferring 'the . mail-bags to and from the sorting-room, a process whclich he states
wvould be'attended..with great difficulty, during the storMny weather of the:winter

,season: :Myý Lords- request, therefore, that:in earrying out the wisbes of, the POst-
masteir General, the Lords rof the Admiralty will.communicate with Mr. Cunard
with a view.of devising some.plan to obviate the inconvenience hich lhe apprehends.

With respect to the clause requiring the contiactor to receive-on board each ff
their vessels an officerin--charge' of--the--miailsr the -Postmaster General has

suggestedthe introduction of a clause liiiting the dutics of any pst-office officer

ho nay have the~.charge of the niils, strictly to post-officebusiness. My Lords see

no .jection to'the.irnsertioiof sucli a clause; at the saie time they consider that
no: alterationshould- be madein the clauses which enpowerthe rAdiratyitoisend
.a navalofBicer iii charger of the mails. • Should ,the caseat-any time arisef;<Jan,
Admiralty- agentb'eing sent in tdhitionto the Post-oice sSU'flc sotnmek resoni*
sumshîould-b~epaidto t he contractorfor the passage mn.ey t . st-o
At folio 33rof the draft contract a question iszraised in themargiwhilhof 'y

paragraphs shouldbe retained; thefirst paragraph giyes totlie contractor absote
powveroteri minatingtlhcontra'ctrat2months'niotice,anduo p a
r20,000L; the second enables citiierpart t rinate upon giving:12 monis ot e

it is to ¯beý remarked, that the -former -elause~forms part f -the conttrôfrrrh

1850;-and that the :ltteroccurs in that.of1852 .
Thieostiastertneralr the adoptioi of the second paragra 1 ut'r

Canardrepresents. oïerowhich4iseocededtothe Admirai
o..-Sss. 2.H~ rac '


