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tlit Corntiue the route to St. Paula. Tilt roaçi hilu doubtless boeri rnuehi iniproved, sinic
1 traversud- it, anci aoon na tenuter diffictilty will exist, fn aini g ilCCels ta thé ]Xed RIVOr
Se ttterm nt thui ýtoa sy ofijeé moie western towns of thle -3nte States whicil are îlot yet
roitchodby rallways.

VilU regard to the ellionIte of the dIistrict of Red Itîver anci the Assineboitie, we ai'oïn,
lieud of more Complote n'lie caiefutl observations thail have yet beeî obtained ta jutifyr
our apetkîilg vithi conflienco cil t4 o ul>jct.

It would tîppear, liuowevei-,i tt the w'inter la uonewliint shorter ln this region tlian ii'
thet4 nIout Lake ýStperIir, Tho ' veragetrne for'its coimonçoinentý la ln the beainnins
of November, and by the middlo of the iiontli el 1the luikes and str-etins area conipletoUy
f'roxon, and tiie grotincicovor-ed witl uuiw,ý which liats throughout the seilOp,

TAhe winter reillyata tIti about the. second Welk'in April, nithioti6glu during the unonth
of Mltrdi there lire înanly N%'Rlm ganiii l ays, wYith hard f rosta during the nights -, biu, lu
additionî to tijis pierloci of hive montIus, therc l8 il Pl vious f'oît, çt tvo or, three wecks l
Iprecetlitig the freezing ovor of the river$, andi SLîfflcieritly severe to stop agricuttural
uperatiào, on thetthe wiriter uiay generally bc pstimantted nit six~ mon-hds' dtiration. TUe1
extrema coid ia in the nionti ýof February, whien the thiermônmeter sornetimaés Mhllsto about
4C below sero. '.rhe wvinter 18 the malt'fiivçttrable tirne foi' tiie Vrf nsport of helwy
aiiiteriails, sucl tai those reluredf for building piirposes. "lthuws r.irely occur, before thie
m*ntu of Marcli; bt athils tirne, the extistei-we of horses anud lîorned cattie becoînies
preonricus, owing to, tie tlinws i>y day beilng alicceeded bty froste nt nIght, ýcuuslng a tcràSt
cia tii.'110 nW, i»aiy cases, bon biard for the animais to rernove lna order'to, feedi - fhe
inliabitilnts, hiowaver, b> i exerclise of a littie for-etthought cIuring the previctienatuni
ihlt, withlit ûn>' difficulty, provide abtincance of the finost natturat hiay froîný the

adjacent siwamps. lIorses and cattie,ý ifprovided with a suifficierucy'o Il ra fbr only %lx cr
seven weeks, wiIl flot only ouivive, but continuîe uscful gnd seiwiceable i turing the wliole
pf tli vinter andi spring. Spring pr-ogresses witlî grent rapidlity; in a few days Silow
clisuuppears, andi the îîew grass lis 8alreucy coimmenceci toa graw upi by the begiîning of'
May. At the endl of thaît iinoth agricultural opîerationei nay he coimenced, lXuring
the inoritt of' June, hlowever, severç uîiglat frosts irequently occur, reicleriing thoc wliîent
CrOjuS very precaricuis ;, but the climate la wellý sLited to the growt of' biirley, pats,
Iîotto, nndgarden végetabies.

'Thic heat during suafiner la very greàt, ripetuing ali fruits rapiclly %vith sanie curious
exceptions; among these are apples, whicli will, not grow cui standard trcew cither thete
or in the ruortb of the State of Mînesota.

'The lîarvest for lnîy, which 18 very tibundiiuit, commences in the begirming of JÏuly, au'ud
that fur the cere41s tibout the teinth of' Atigust. Grecat dainege, ofteii occurs at tis tilme
to the crops from thunder starmrs, and %iIso froin grasshoppers (i.e. locusta),

'lTe sil is1 thtit of anl uncient Inke bottom, consisting of veriously proportioned nitinres
of cla>', Icam, anci mari, witla a reinarkatile, cllicieticy'of sanci.

Isa overtaid by a great thickness of ývegetrubie mnould, varying froni two to, foui' or fivé
feet irn ceptli.

The settlement nt present occupies an area of about 50 cqtini-e miles ina extent, ýits
centre is nt the forks of the Assilîeboine and Redi River, ini lat. '1.' 5e' N., long. É)61 .55,
W., aint nit anl elevation of' 800 Iiýet abcve the level of the sea.'

'flie claief wéalth of the agriculturist would' be derived froin the reaî'insg ofvtte
large quantities of very ilutlitious grasses abounding eveirywhý'ere, togetiier %vitIh hernp,
flait, andi hops, whicl grow admirahty. Betweern the~ Rted River and the Saska-.tchlewàt, lia
river of' any great site enteras on the west aide of Lak<e Winnip'eg. T herci are, indreeti
severai streams whiclî are navigable- for boats, but these ,are inerely channels of comii
mianication, between varioue lakes.,

Tite Assieboirie, wluiclu joins Ried River fromthe west nt Fort Garry, rises in lat. 51',
nearty. lt& course, of nenirly' 300 miles, lies wholly within' fertile andi puîtially wooded
country. The'upper portion of thevalley lias Only a amail exttent of alluviallauid o ai te,
ficoît qutiity, as the bünks aTeý 1otý,y andi Steep, eraclosirug alluvial bottona cf rarely incre
thait 11 miles ina width.

Tfite land on thé h Iigli level, l, however,, of conaidenibIe vaIud i naray places', 'witli ta
prevaleuve of lighit sandy soit qttpportitig bluffs of timber arîd"richi pisture.ý

The. lower purt cf ttue-valley ai dthe Ansqineboine, fur 70 nulles befbre it joinsý Reci "ier,
affords lana *t surpassing" richiness anti feytility, tethee extent of severai htandred, Uiuusand

'rhe Assinebaine is naviableý ta tiie Hudson Bay- boats, which, are «~ fget ina 1lxgil
ead &aw à ftet of waters for 'a ýgreat, distacce,ý biit the' hauefitil depl far
Aïd ittreaely -tonus.


