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after be granted by his Majefty, his heirs and [ucceffors, to be holden in free and

common {occage.

. X. Provided alfo; That it fhall and may be Jawful to and for every perfon that is
owner of any lands, goods or credits, in the faid province, and that has a right to
alienate the faid lands, goods, or credits, in his or her life-time, by deed of fale, gift,
or otherwife, to devife or bequeath the fame at his or her death, by his or her lat
will and ceftament ; apy law, ulage, or cuftom, heretofore or how prevailing in the
province, to the contrary hereof in any-wife notwithftanding; fuch will being ex-
ecuted, either according to the laws of Canada, or according to the forms prefcribed
by the laws of England., ' :

¢ X1. And whereas the cértainty and lenity of the Criminal Law of England, and
¢ the benefizs and advantages 1efulting from the ule of it, have been {enfibly felt by
¢ the iphabitants, from an experience of more than nine years, during which. it has
¢ been uniformly adminiftered;’ be it thereof further ena&ed by the authority afore-
f2id, That the fame fhall continge to be adminiftered, and fhall be obferved as law in
the province of Quebec, as well in the defcription and quality of the offence, as.in
the method of profecution and trial ; and the punifhments and forfeitures thereby in-
fliGed to the exclufion of every other role of Criminal Law, or mode of proceeding
thereon, which did or might prevail in the faid province before the year of our Lord
one thoufand feven hundred and fixty-four ; any thing in this A& to the contrary
hereof in any refpe&@ notwithftanding ; fubje& neverthele(s to fuch alterations and
amendments as the Governor, Licatenant Governor, or Commander in Chief for the
time being, by and with the advice and confent of the Legiflative Council ‘of the faid
province, hereafter to be appointed, thall from time to time, caufe to be made thercin,
in manner herein-after directed, ' ‘ '

¢ X11. And whereas it may be neceffary to ordain many regalations for the future
¢ welfare and good government of the province of Quebec, the occafions of which can.
§ not now be foreseen, nor, without much delay and inconvenience, be provided for,
¢ without intrufting that authority, for 2 certain time, and under proper reftriGions, to
¢ perfons refident there: And whereao it is at prefent inexpedient to call an Aflembly,’
be it therefore ena&ed by the authority aforefaid, That it fhall and may be lawful for his
Majefty, his heirs and fucceffors, by warrant under his or their Signet or Sign Manual,
and with the advice of the Privy Council, to conftitute and appoint a Couacil for
the affairs of the province of Quebec, to confift of fuch perfons refident there, not
exceeding twenty-three, nor lefsthan feventeen, as his Majefty, his heirs and fucceflors,
fhall be pleafed to appoint; and upon the death, removal, or abfence of any of the
members of the faid Councily in like manner to conftitute and appoint fuch and fo
many other perfon or perfons, as fhall be neceflary to fupply the vacancy or vacancies ;
which Council, {fo appointed and nominated, or the major part thereof, fhall have
power and authority to make Ordinances for the peace, welfare and good government
of the faid province, with the confent of his Majefty’s Governor, or ia his-abfence,
of the Lieutenant Governor, or Commander in Chief for the time being, ‘

- X1II. Provided always, That nothing in-this A¢ contained fhall extend to author-
ize or impower the faid Legiflative Council to lay any taxes or duties within the faid
province, fuch rates and taxes only excepted, as the inhabitants of any town or di'{'htix&

within



