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18 A GLANCE AT CANADA/IN %HE DAYS OF

a season of terrible suffering to the French ; sickness
broke out amongst themand death thinned theirranks.
Cartier had therefore no alternative but to conduct the
discouraged survivors back to France early in spring.
He determined to bring with him also some specimens.
of the natives whom he wished to present to the
King. The practice of the time seemed to give a
tacit sanction to the act, but it is much to be regretted
that in carrying out his object, Cartier should have
had recourse to stratagem. Donacona, one of the
chiefs, was decoyed on board the French ship, with

‘nine other savages, and borne away from his home

in the wilds, which poor though it might be, was

. more precious to him than all the grandeur of the

French King’s capital. To pacifyhis people, he pro-
mised them before sailing away, that he would return
after twelve moons, but save in dreams, he saw his "
beloved woods no more. With the exception of one
little girl, all the exiles died in France, where, how-
ever, they were well treated, and had the happiness
of being instructed in the faith and received into the
Church.

On returning to Canada for the third time in 1540,
. Cartier found it difficult to resume his former
intercourse with the natives, whom the dlsa.ppea.ra.nce
of the,lr chief had rendered distrustful and squxclous
Besides, he occupied only a subordinate position in
this new expedition, the principal direction of which
had been committed to the Lord of Roberval. ~ The
division of authority seems to have worked badly.
Cartier had spent a year of inactivity in Canada
before the Viceroy was prepared to join him, so
seeing no prospect of success, he left for France, just




