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,Lvly iiietnory carries ine bac- just twenty-five ycars as I write
this mine, and, in imagination, 1 ain once more in the editorial
office of tlm &ý'nion, Nationale, on the first floor of au old lious(!
(long since deniolislied and replaced 1», a building of i more
modern type) whicli stood at the corner -vliere Ste. 'rherése street
iiiects the little n(e Saint Gabi-iel. 'rlierc it was tli.it Médéric
J.,anctôt -%vas to be foiiiid in those days, bus)- recciving his clients,

adding recruits to liiý; party, and flinging broadcast over 'Xontreal
and the -whole country those fiery articles NvIiicli so ilearly
tlie project for the Conféderation of the Provinces. I-loV 111.1113-
of those wlioni we now reckon as men of note were fainiliar figures
in tliat office 1

Of tlieni ail, the mie who has beyond question attained to the
greatest celebrity is Wilfrid 1,aurier, the present leader of the

Liberal party tlirougliotit tlie Doiiiiiiion-that mirivalled parlia-
inentary orator to wlioni our -Englisli fellow-cotintrynien liave
given, as o a modern Chrysostoui, tlie title of " Silver-toil-lied
Laurier.

As 1 -vrite, I seeni to sce liiiii, as of old, seated before his desk
at the far end of the rooni, witli his back to the fruquenters of
the office, -turning over files, of papers aud covering the long
pages of soine legal document witli his rapid and elegatit %vriting ;

entircly absorbed in the task before Ititil, and apparently uncon-
scious of ail the din of political discussion btizziii- about his enrs.

I Nvas impressed by his self-concentrated seriotisiiess ainid ail
the noise and confusion around liiiii, as vvell. as hy his display or
a caliiiiiess of inaiiiier rarely to be secii iii the feverisli atillos pl ere
in whicli the journals of tliat day were lainiclied, Nvritteti and


