may borrow an expression from the schools) is to the
community as well as to the sufferer an evil: And
since, in the formal nature of the thing, it is an evil
from which the individual cannot be extricated by
any efforts of his own, policy, no less than hunianity,
enjoins that the community relieve him,

Nor will the argument from political expedience
fail, if in some instances of poverty the evil to the
public must remain when the individual is relieved.
This is indeed the case when the calamity arises from
causes which go beyond the obstruction of the politi-
cal activity of the citizen to the extinction of the
natural powers of the animal; as when the limbs are
lost or rendered useless by disease, or when the bodily
strength or the mental faculties are exhausted by old
age. To deny relief in such instances, upon a pre-
tence that the political reason for it vanishes because
the public can receive no immediate benefit from the
alleviation of the evil, would be to act in contradiction
to the very first principles or rather to the first idea
of all civil association; which is that of a union of
the powers of the many to supply the wants and belp
the infirmities of the solitary animal,

Thas it appears, that the providential appointment
of poverty as a means of puablic good brings an obliga-
tion upon men in civil society to exert themselves for
the effectual relief of those on whom the mischief falls.
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Lest any mistake or misapprehension should exist
in reference to what we proposed in our paper of the
29th December last, in consequence of the new Post
Office arrangements, we conceive it best to state this
substantially again.

From and after the 5th of January, instant, the
postage of one half-penny, now chargeable upon each
newspaper, is to be defrayed by the subscribers as they
receive their papers from their respective post-offices,
and the amount thus paid,—which will be at the rate
of 2s. 2d. each paper per annum,—may be deducted,
in all cases where it is desired, from the amount of the
annual subscription.  We expressed our hope, at the
same time, that, as a general rule, this sum would be
assumed by the subscribers in addition to the estab-
lished subscription; because, though small individually
to them, it would, upon a large number of papers,
prove very burdensome to us, and because the paper
at present is furnished at a lower rate, independent of
postage, than really can be afforded. We also drew
attention to the fact that, since the establishment of
this journal in 1837, it has been three times succes-
sively enlarged, so as at this moment to present double
the quantity of reading matter which it did at its first
starting,—and that these successive enlargements have
been made without any addition to the original cost of
subscription.  Still where this deduction on account
of the postage is desired, it shall, in such cases, most
cheerfully be made.

We also stated that to all new subscribers from and
after the 5th of January, instant, the terms should be
Fifteen Shillings per annum, exclusive of postage.

To Post Masters and others, who have hitherto
received tliis journal at the rate of Ten shillings per
annum, it will still be transmitted on the same terms,
—they defraying the expence of postage with which it
is chargeable. At the same time, we are happy to
express our sense of the kindness which we have uni-
formly experienced from them, in employing their
franking privilege, where it could legally be done, for
our benefit.

On the subject of the postage upon letters, frequent
inquiries are made, and we beg to propose the following
as au equitable rule by which, as respects all parties,
to be guided:—

Letters containing remittances of subscriptions in
advance,~—that is, in accordance with the terms of the
paper,—need not be pre-paid:

Letters containing remittances of arrears, or sub-
scriptions past due, ought to be post-paid :

Letters announcing change of residence, discontinu-
ance, &c. should, in all cases, be pre-paid :

Letters communicating the names of new subscri-
bers, unless when accompanied with a year's subscrip-
tion in advance, should be post-paid :

Communications, io all cases, should be post-paid.

The above, we feel assured, will be considered fair
and equitable rules by which to be guided; and in
order that as few mistakes as possible, in these respects,
may henceforward occur, we have becn explicit in
giving them in detail.

While upon this subject, we must add,—what we
formerly hinted at,—that it would be absolutely neces-
sary for us to diminish the number of our exchange-
papers, now that they also are chargeable with postage.
We regret sincerely any diminution, to which we feel
ourselves compelled, of this wonted courtesy; but our
exchange list, at all times inconveniently large, would,
under present circumstances, prove oppressive.

It happens, unfortunately, that each paper we now
receive in exchange from the United States,—reckon-
ing the pre-paymeut of our own journal,—costs us 3d.
per week, or nearly three dollars per anpum. Of
course we shall be obliged very materially to abridge
ourselves in the luxury we have heretofore enjoyed in
perusing them.

————

We extract from the Quebec Mercury, of the 6th
instant, the following Ecclesiastical Iutelligence :—

“On Monday, the 1lst instant, being the festival
of the Circumecision, Divine Service was performed as
usual, in the Cathedral Church of this city, when Mr.
James Augustus Devine, M.A., was admitted to the holy
order of Deacons.

# Mr. Devine has been licensed by the Bishop to act as
Curate to the Rev. Joseph Braithwaite, A. B. Rector of
Chambly,

“ We have made some enquiries respecting the present
state of the Church of England in this section of the
Province, and find that there are seventy-four clergy-
men in the Diocese of Quebee. Of this number there
are three who do not hold any pastoral charge, being
engaged in the instruction of youth. Of the remaining
seventy-one, fifty-four are supported in whole or in part
by the Incorporated Society for the Propagation of the

ospel.

“ We further learn that since the 28th Dec. 1842, ten
Theological Students have been admitted Deacons, and
four Deacons advanced to the order of Priesthood; that
two clergymen from England have been received into
the Diocese; that one has removed with letters dismis-
sory, and that all who were then alive have been merci-
fully spared in the good Providence of God.

* During the same period about two thousand persons
had received the Apostolic rite of Confirmation.

* We may observe that in the year 1801, there was only
one Bishop with scarcely a dozen clergymen, in the two
Canadas, and that there are now two lyiishops, with one
hundred and eighty clergymen; thus the supply of min-
isters has more than kept pace with the increase of the
population, but it is still lamentably insufficient, owing
to the vast extent of country, over which the population
is scattered. Let us hope that in this Diocese the new Col-
lege at Lennoxville, for which a charter of incorporation
has been obtained, and the Church Society which has
been organized on a permanent and satisfactory footing,
may together tend to raise up from among ourselves, a
greager number of men for the work and a larger amount
of means for their support.”

We omitted, we believe, to mention that Mr. Joseph
Seott, M.A., was ordained Deacon in the Cathedral of
Quebec, on the 19th November last, and was appointed
to exercise his Ministry in Brome, in the Eastern
Townships, from which Mission the Rev. E. Cusack,
M.A., has recently retired, being under the necessity
of leaving the eountry on account of his health,

We are instructed to add, that several single and
detached Ordinations may be observed to have taken
place in the Diocese of Quebec, within the last year
or two, but that this has been owing to the existence

of exigencies in the Church which the Bishop of
Montreal found it necessary to supply the moment that
he had the means at command; and that, apart from
any accidental pressure of this pature in a particular
point, it is the practice of the Diocesan to hold the
Ordinations as nearly as possible at the appointed
seasons, and to ordain collectively the gentlemen who
are prepared to present themselves.
PO S,

The facts we have adduced as attesting the exist-
ence of Episcopacy in the Apostolic age, coupled with
the admission of our opponents that it did universally
prevail in the Church about the middle of the second
century, ought to be decisive of the whole argument;
and with ingenuous and unprejudiced minds we do not
fear the result even of the brief exposition of the case
which we have felt ourselves called upon in our recent
remarks to offer. It were, as we have shewn, a species
of invention of which no precedent is to be found in
universal history, if Episcopacy should bave been a
mere human device; and a more marvellous circum-
stance than any that history records, that it should so
suddenly and so universally have prevailed, without a
record or a hint to be found of the author of the inno-
vation,—without a word of protest any where to be
met with, in ancient christian writers, against a change
so serious and unscriptural as its opponents allege it
to be.

1f, therefore, in the few writings that are extant of
the Christians who lived in the period intervening
between the Apostles' times and the middle of the
second century, we should find no decided testimony
in favour of Episcopacy,—nothing positively or for-
mally asserted in direct correspondence with that form
of Church polity,—the mere silence of such writers
would amount to nothing. Wae should be bound, in
common fairness, to admit any excuse or reason for
such silence, rather than argue that those writers ne-
cessarily condemn or discountenance that about which
they happen to have said nothing. So long as we dis-
cover nothing in such writings that opposes what the
Church embraced subsequently,—and which we have
shewn it had practised antecedently,—we are bound,
in common justice, to construe theirsilence upon these
topics into an assent to them.

And to shew that such silence can be satisfactorily
accounted for, we may quote the words of an able
living writer, the Rev. J. J. Blunt:—“In the first
place, the writings of numbers of the early Fathers
have perished, as we learn from the fragments of their
works, which we find quoted by Eusebius, and else-
where,—a fact indeed which gives that historian an
authority beyond his own. 'Then of the Fathers who
remain in whole or in part, nearly all were engaged in
other matters than Church government. They had
to force the strong holds of the heathen; and at the
follies and absurdities of. the heathen worship their
chief batteries were directed, They had torebut the
slanderous charges with which the Christians were
assailed. They had to make their appeal to kings for
a fair and impartial hearing of their high cause. They
had to produce the grounds upon which the superi-
ority of the Gospel was asserted. They had to put
forth evidence. They had to convince the Jew out
of the Scriptures he admitted, of the truth of the
Scriptures he denied; to establish the Gospel through
the law. They had to explore and refute the heresies
of their own converts themselves, almost endless in
number, and comprising every manter of device which
the most capricious exercise of the human imagina-
tion, fed by vain philosophy, could invent. They had
to apply the precepts of the Gospel in minute detail
to all the practical duties of life, for this new covenant
touched them all. They had to develop the charac-
ter of the genuine Christian, as he gradually advanced
toward perfect hnowledge, reaching on from faith to
faith, and striving to conform himself more and more
unto the likencss of Christ. These were matters
that called importunately for attention at their hands;
and what wonder therefore that, in the midst of them,

the question of ecclesiastical polity should escape.”—
‘The following remark, too, of St. Avgustine is strongly
in point :—* Many things lay concealed or unques-
tioued in the Scriptures, which, when heretics came
to be excommunicated, agitated with questions the
Church of God. Then those things which lay hid
were set before men, and the will of God was under-
stood. For there was never any full discussion of the
Trinity, until the Ariavs attacked it; never of Peni-
tence, until the Novatians resisted it; never of Bap-
tism, until re-baptizers, who had been put out, spoke
against it ;—nor of the Unity of the Church of Christ,
until that separation began to affect weak brethren.”
This will sufficiently explain the comparative silence
of early Christian writers upon these points: they
were s0 obvious, so established, so undisputed, that
the insisting upon them was unnecessary.

But let us look to this testimony such as we find it,
—beginning with CLemexs Romasus; of whom Mr.
Richey, quoting substantially from Mr. Powell, says,
“that he (Clement) knew no difference between a
Bishop and a Presbyter; that the appellations Bishop
and Presbyter are uniformly employed by him as equi-
valent; that he accordingly appropriates them indif-
ferently to the same officers in the Church; and that
the only other sacred order recognized by him is that
of Deacons.”” This. assertion appears to be founded
upon the following passage in Clement, (sect. 42)
which we find is cited by Mr. Powell :—* The Apos-
tles baving received their command, and being tho-
roughly assured by the resurrection of our Lord Jesus
Christ, and convinced by the word of God, with the
fulness of the Holy Spirit, they went abroad, publish-
ing that the kingdom of God was at hand. And thus,
preaching through countries and cities, they appointed
the first fruits of their conversions to be bishops and
deacons over such as should afterwards believe, having
first proved them by the Spirit."”

We can scarcely understand upon what grounds our
opponents advance this quotation in favour of their
system, for we should scarcely desire a better one
from an apostolical father in support of vur own.—
Clement, let it be remembered, was speaking of a state
of things not specially pertaining to his own day, but
to the Apostles’ earliest acts in the constitution of the
Church. They appointed “ bishops and deacons”: in
other words, overseers of flocks, and ministers upder
them; and why the former were called “overseers”-—
the same word as “ bishops'’—we fully explained in
our remarks upon this subject last week, ‘Here then
we have the Apostles, the first order; the overseers of
flocks, also named elders, the second order; and the
deacons, the third order, We also fully explained the
| jnanner and the reason of the slight variation in the
names of these orders, which took place after the de-
cease of the Apostles; it being quite apparent that
such variation of title never, in the slightest degree,
affected the principle of their order and distinctiveness,

But in the commencement of his epistle, Clement
is speaking of an existing state of things, and not re-
ferring to past, or apostolic, times, when he says,—
“Ye acted in all things without respect of persous,
Ye walked in God's laws, obeying those who had the
rule over you, and having due honour to your preshy-
ters;” and further on, he says, “ Let us reverence our
prelates (mponyovpevoue) and honour our presbyters;”
with words following, in both cases, in reference both
to men and women who,—the latter according to a
known usage in the primitive church,—exercised sub-
ordinate ministiations in their ecclesiastical body. - As
the object of Clement was to allay contentious that
had arisen affecting the peace and order of the Church,
and to promote that subjection to the authority of spi-
ritual superiors which would avert the evils of the divi-
sions he was deploring, it is unreasonable to suppose
that, in the passages above quoted, he could have
meant any other than ecclesiastical superiors. T sup-
pose that his language has reference to individuals in
a secular- capacity merely, would be to destroy the
whole consistency and pertinency of his epistle. 1In
the. passages, therefore, which we have adduced, we

have a marked distinction drawn between rulers or

prelates, and presbyters; and although the noticeis
but incidental, it is sufficiently expressive.

We may here quote a passage in point from Scla-
ter's Draught of the Primitive Church:—* When St.
Clemens tells us the Apostles ordained bishops and
deacons, or presbyters and deacons, to take care of the
respective flocks, which either were or should be turther
provided for them; he very well knew the Apostles
who ordained them were a superior order to them;
and therefore his words have no respect to the number
of orders in the Church, for which they are here pro-
duced ; nor indeed did the argument he was upon,
require they should; his only business was to awe the
mutinous Corinthians from rebelling against the pres-
byters of the Church, because they were of Apostolical
institution, and upon that account as much of God's
appointment, ds the tribe of Levi were for the sacred
winistry of the Jewish Church, which is therefore so
particularly described in all the orders and offices of it,
and so closely applied to the Christian dispensation
immediately upon it, that an impartial reader would
rather infer that three orders might rationally be con-
cluded, as well in oue as the other, than imagine that
Clemens had the least thought of no more than two
orders in either.,” Mr. Sclater is here alluding to the
following passage, which occurs in this Father:—"To
the high-priest his peculiar fanctions are assigned; to
the priests their proper station is appointed; appro-
priate ministrations are incumbent on the levites; a
layman is bound by precepts affecting the laity. Let
every one of you, brethren, in his proper order, render
thanks to God in a good conscience, not transgressing
the defined rule of his ministry.” The application in
the latter part of this quotation would scarcely barmo-

nize with the statement in the first part, unless there
nad existed amongst the Corinthians the three orders

to which reference is made, and which the application
alone would suit. Moreover it was a sort of analogical
illustration very frequently employed by the Fathers
in general: for instance, Tertullian calls the bishop of
his time “the high priest,” and Jerome affirms, that
“what Aaron was in Israel, that was the bishop of the
New Testament.”. When Mr. Richey says that
Clement in the words we have cited, and others which
follow having reference to Jewish customs, is speaking
not of the Christian ministry, but of the Jewish priest-
hood, he appears to have forgotten that Jerusalem,—
specially named by St. Clement in this illustration,—
was then destroyed, and that no means existed for
maintaining there the sacrifices and peace-offerings
which this Father mentions as being only lawful at
Jerusalem. It is, therefore, evident that Clement is
speaking of things as they had been, not as they then
were amongst the Jews, and that he bids Christians
take pattern from the order and discipline that had
been enjoined in their case, to preserve the subordina-
tion, union, and harmony which is now insisted upon
in Christians.

The Epistle of Clemens Romanus, valuable and
interesting as it is, is confessedly brief, and a part of it
is lost: moreover, we can only gather from internal
evidence the purport of that epistle, and the motives
which led him to compose it.  Yet what these were,
it will be no difficult matter to judge: it seems quite
apparent, from the strain and tenor of the Epistle, that
the Corinthians were remiss in the reverence and obe-
dience which they owed to their presbyters, ‘the over-
scers of the flocks or congregations of which their
church was composed; that a conspiracy, in short,
appears to have existed to degrade them from their
proper dignity and authority; and that his interposition
was employed, Dot so much to assert the prerogatives
of the Episcopal office, which probably were not
assailed, as to maintain amongst the factious Corin-
thians the honours and obedience which the presbyters
claimed at their hands, '

But if a doubt exist in the mind of Mr. Richey or
Mr. Powell, as to the manner of Church Government
at Corinth, at the period when St. Clement composed
his epistle, it might be in some degree cleared away
by a reference to what was the constituted ecclesiastical
polity at that period in Rome, from whence this epistle
was sent. Persons must have a mean opinion of
patristic testimony as a whole, if they can doubt that
Clement was, in the distinctive and prelatic sense,
Bishop of Rome. For instance, Tertullian says,
“The first bishop of an apostolic church bad always
an apostle or apostolic man for his predecessor.—
Thus the Church of Rome had Clement ordained by
Peter.””  Irenzeus, speaking of the Church at Rome,
says, “Clement, who saw the apostles, obtained the
bishoprick.” Eusebius affirms, that “ Clement was
appointed third bishop of the Roman Church.”—
Jerome, in referring to the Epistle to the Hebrews as
being said by some to be the work of Clement, states
that he was “afterwards bishop of the Church of
Rome.” “If says Augustine, “the order of bishops
in succession to him is to be considered, how much
more certainly may we reckon from Peter himself,
whose successor was Linus, whose successor was
Clement” Tt will, therefore, hardly be credited, even
in this credulous age, that Clement, while exhibiting
a practical evidence of the episcopal polity at Rome,
should have advocated the preshyterial discipline at
Corinth!  Thisliving contrariety between his practice
and his exhortations, would have been a strange kind
of commentary upon the admonitions to unity which
he was pressing upon the Corinthians.

But it cannot be necessary to offer any further
remarks upon the testimony of Clement of Rome: it
must be quite obvious to any candid inquirer, that
nothing can be extracted from him which opposes the
principle of Episcopacy, while much can be adduced
which, both directly and by implication, supports it.

OBSERVATIONS
ON THE POLICY OF A GENERAL UNION OF ALL THE
BRITISH PROVINCES OF NORTH AMERICA.
( Originally published in the Cobourg Star, A.D. 1839.)

LETTER X. _

PROSPECTS OF THE UNITED STATES,

Great Britain may be considered in a great degree
amenable for the two most prominent evils which affect
the United States. She left them without an established
form of Christianity, and entailed upon them the curse
of slavery. For these breaches of the divine law, both
nations are now reaping their reward in the convulsive
movements by which they are agitated.

To look for true amelioration, in the present state of so-
ciety, from any other cause than the prevalence of ghristian
principles, evinces the blindness of that infidelity which
has so fearfully extended its influence in Europe and
America. Man, from the very plan and constitution 0
his nature, is a religious being; and however far nations
or individuals may be permitted to stray from the Gos-
pel, to that Gospel they must return, before those bles-
sings can be enjoyed, which, by a kind Providence, are
placed within their reach. To raise man to his true
dignity and station, religion must be blended with the
whole course of his instruction, whether private and do-
mestic or social and public. Its doctrines and precepts
must drop as the rain into the breasts of the young, and
distil as the dew. Thus impregnated, their hearts an
minds will grow in knowledge and moral beauty as they
grow in stature, and they will become the pillars of so-
cial order, and the conservators of its tranquility an
enjoyment. Were the rising generation so instructed,
Religion would gradually enter into all our manners, cus-
toms and habits, and superintend the whole business O
life. It would guard our health, our possessions and our
reputation; preside over our prudence and uprightness
in our dealings, direct our familiar intercourse, our public
cormduct and recreations, and make them all subservient
to its influence and spirit. But this source of all good
is despised or valued lightly by modern reformers and
philosophers, and they look to far different principles for
the improvement of our species—but they will look 10
vain.

In this matter the celebrated De Tocqueville, who
writes so well on Democracy in America, seems to have
had some glimpses of the truth; but the darkness of &
false philosophy carries him away, and he satisfies him-
self with admitting religion as one among many elements,
and prides himself in the fanciful theory, that there is an
irresistible tendency among mankind to democracy and
equality of condition;—that it is in continual operation,
and that it is the most uniform, the most ancient, and
the most permanent to be found in history. To the
trinmphs of this universal tendency, he attributes every
step of civilization since the dark ages, and declares that
all the great events since that period have turned to the
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advantage of equality of condition; that such equality is
daily advancing towards those extreme limits which it
seems to have reached in the United States; and that the
democracy which goverus the American communities,
appears to be rising rapidly into power in Europe. Ac-
cording to this writer, the struggle is between Democraey
and Aristocracy; the desire of equality and the retention
of power,—each fighting for the mastery. But according
to De Tocqueville’s hypothesis, democracy will finally
prevail. The foundation of this theory is on earth, and
bas no divine spirit of renovation or refinement; and if
true, can only lead to the most disastrous results. With
much ability, though with many contradictions, he is
nevertheless forced to admit that Religion is the compa:
nion of Liberty in all its battles and in all its triumphs;
the cradle of its infancy and the -hallowed source of its
claims. Had he not been smitten by a false theory, he
would have seen that religion, instead of being the com-
panion, is the mother of trae Liberty, and the only foun-
tain from which it can spring. ' At times, a momentary
light seems to penetrate his mind, when he calls religion
the safeguard of morality, and the best security of the
law, and the surest pledge of freedom. Here he 1s indeed
on the threshold of the truth. ~But the Gospel, or Chris-
tianity, is not merely the safeguard, but the foundation
or source of morality and freedom. He soon however
falls away, and settles down in considering Religion as a
mere element of many involved in his equation, and no-
thing more. ¥

We too admit of antagonist. principles, but derived
from a very different origin. For every thinking man
not only perceives, but feels, that two great principles
are continually contending for the mastery; and as the_v
separately prevail, produce different and opposite eifeqs:
the principle of evil, embracing, ignorance, vice and dis-
cord, struggling for paramount dominion; the principle
of good, or Religion, enforcing justice, purity and truth,
sternly arresting the progress of the former, and gradu-
ally establishing the kingdom of heaven upon earth.—
Both these principles aim at absolute dominion and equal-
ity among their subjects; but with the principle of evilit
is an equality of misery—with the principle of good, of
felicity. The great struggle among men is between good
awa Jynioull Ovier contentions are only the jurring of
elements subordinate to one or other of these principles;
and it is the temporary prevalence of evil which at pre-
sent is agitating the civilized world,—a principle which
seems in America to proceed with little or no caeck, but
which in England is now meeting with so formidable a
rcsistt’ance as to give good hope that it must finally suc-
cumb,

True Religion undoubtedly tends to produce a perfect
equality in al the rights and privileges that are compa-
tible with the happiness of society, but not an equality of
ability, state er condition; since variety of rank appears
as necessary Hr an extensive cultivation of virtue and en-
Jjoyment of felcity, as a variety of tastes and dispositions.
The doctrine >f primitive equality in the sense of Wat
Tyler and mocern Radicals, never did and never can ex-
ist; for the disinctions of society, when contemplated in
their true light are essential portions of the dispensations
of Providence.

Upon these mtagonist principles two schools of poli-
tics are founded—the one resting on cold-blooded sel-
fishness, despisiig and discarding religion; the other
resting on that fanily affection and social love by which
all feel themselvesthe children of the same heavenly fa-
ther, and the discifles of the same Lord. The one fur-
nishes the politics 0l modern philosophers and reformers,
—the latter those of he kingdom of Heaven upon earth.
The French Revolutioy was the first result of this wicked
or infidel principle: theUnited States are destined to fur-
nish the second.—Theér constitution is a huge cold-
blooded sea monster, raisng its back out of the Atlantic
Ocean, and but very parfally breathing the air of hea-
ven. In has no reference o God or his moral govern-
ment, and is therefore an atleistical institution, and can-
not be of long continuance. I is indeed matter of wonder
that it should have been perm'tted to exist so long; but
there are nevertheless several causes which may pro-
crastinate, but not prevent, in due time, its utter destruc-
tion.

The general aspect of the politieal institutions of the
United States is the reverse of theéir natural scenery,—
Instead of mighty rivers descending from lofty moun-
tains through fruitful vallies, and venerable forests, their
various provinces present an immense plain, varied only
by a few paltry and tottering eminences, intersected by
muddy streams and putrid canals. With many objects
to inflame, it presents nothing to give expansion to the
mind or elevation to the heart. There is no union of
the affections—every one for himself or his political party
—all earth and no heaven.

The causes which tend to preserve the union may be
reduced to four.

1st. A sense of Religion.

Before the Revolation, the Colonies which now form
the United States possessed as great a degree of equality
as seemed compatible with peace and order. This was
more especially the case in the New England Provinces,
because the liberties and education of the people were
engendered by the moral and religious principles of their
founders. Hence a love of order, regular habits and many
virtues. In these, and in some of the more southern C_O-
lonies, there was likewise for a time some provision for
the support of religion. It was incorporated in their in-
stitutions, and was the basis of their laws. Even the
pmmolufs.Of the revolution shewed great respect for reli-
gion, and it ceased only with General Washington.

Even now, though the nation in its public capacity may
be pronounced infidel, yet religious feelings prevail among
the people to a very considerable extent, and may be the
salt which saves the nation from immediate destruction.
To the general observer, christianity seems little less than
pros:;:l‘ibt‘d by the different states, and appears never to
have been considered as a necessaty element of govern-
ment by the framers of any of their constitutions, however
much it may be venerated by small portions of the com-
munity.— The pernicious effects of this course are widely
spread : the gtxrrcnt'l)fsociuty is daily becoming more 0p~
posed to man's pest interests in all his social relations, and
blighting the fairest hopes of the future. But a wise Pro-
vidence 18 long-suﬁ.'erlug, and although there be no public
recognition of christianity in the general or state gov-
ernments, as beidg in any way necessary to rational li-
berty, prosperity or happiness, there are neverthcla:ss
thousands of devout Christians praying day and night for
the safety of their country, At the same time, such is

the corruption of the human heart, that the appearance |

of religion among public men tells to their disadvantage,
and is consequently fast diminishing, while in many States
the profession of christianity forfeits all elaim to publie
favour. ~As a natural result, the torrent of vice and irre-
ligion is spreading wider and wider; the foundation of
public virtue is sapped and destroyed ; the distinctions of
right and wrong confuunded; and the world turned into
God.

It were easy to demonstrate that the noblest virtue and
surest intelligence spring from Christian doctrines, and
that they are the true foundation of liberty : but the con-
stitutions of the States say nothing of religion, except that
none shall ever be established by law. A man may there-
fore act on election day as if there were no God—no ac-
countability to law, either human or divine, and carrying
out the principle that no oaths should be administered
in courts of justice, and no man punished for perjury.—
But notwhthstanding all this, God has hitherto preserved
the United States from destruction, because of the chris-
tians still resident among them.

2d. Immense Territory.

This serves as a safety-valve for troubled spirits. The
discontented, the rebellious, the wild and the spendthrift
can fly to the far west. Itis where population concen-
trates and to the other vices engendered by too great num-
bers adds the misery of hunger, that terrible convulsions
arise. But where there is a boundless continent open to
their exertions, the people are too widely scattered and
too easy in their circumstances to engage in civil war or
in rashly opposing their governments. The vast quantity
of uncultivated land in the United States, is therefore a
great element of their preservation, although it may be
found weak when placed in opposition to causes acting in
a contrary direction.

3d. No danger from neighbours.

This fortuitous advantage is a great source of preser-
vation to the United States, Were one of the provineces
to rebel in the hope of foreign assistance, the union would
instantly be dissolved: for it has little or no force to meet
such an emergeucy : but the rebellious State, without ex-
trinsic aid, would be obliged to succumb to the general
government, weak as itis. Asthe Americans have no
neighbours they have no serious wars—no necessity for
large armies to defend them against inroads from enemies
and attempts to subdue them. *“Placed in the centre of
an immense continent, which offers a boundless field for
human industry, the union is almost as much insolated
from the world as if its frontiers were girt by the ocean.”

4th. There are several minor causes all concentrating in
the preservation of the Union.

Having no capital city whose influence is strongly felt
over the whole extent of the country, as in France, is a
great advantage: for a metropolis leading the Provinces,
becomes a great source of evil. Ina large city, men
cannot be prevented from planning together, and from
awaking mutual excitement, which may prompt to sud-
den and passionate resolutions. The general improve-
ment of the country, by good roads, bridges, canals and
railways, joins and increases the interests of the indivi-
dual States, and promotes their private as well as the pub-
lic advantage. Add to this, the respect and influence
which the Union gains them among foreign nations: and
to all this, append the belief which every American en-
tertains, that the United States constitute the most pow-
erful, enlightened, valiant, free and happy people now in
existence, or which ever has been or will be in existence
in the world.

Notwithstanding the conservative power of these seve-

ral causes, the progress of the United States has been |

sadly downward, and more crimes of a public nature and
of a deeper die have been committed by this people which

the history of the world. The nations of antiquity, to
secare their conquests killed, and sometimes carried into
captivity, the principal inhabitants of a conquered king-
dom, to another country: butin general with as much
comfort as the customs and habits of the times allowed,
giving them fields and vineyards in a distant Province,
cqual—perhaps superior to their own. In the way of
justification, there was the provecation of war: battles
had been fought—towns beseiged—the wicked passions
excited, and the conviction that the vanquished if suc-
cessful, would have acted in the same manner. In the
case of the poor Indians, there were no-similar causes of
irritation or palliation. They were living in peace and
tranquility on a small portion of the territory which had
been once wholly theirs. They had exchanged their
former habits for those of civilized life; and instead of
hunters had become farmers cultivating the small posses-
sions which still remained to them, and which were guar-
anteed by the most solemn treaties. But the spectacle of
‘happy industry which the Cherokees exhibited, the beauty
of their plantations, the picturesque scenery of their woods
and rivers, was too much for tlieir heartless neighbours.
Cupidity saw their happiness, and desiring their posses-
sions, trampled on jusiice, and drove them from their
cultivated farms—their comfortable homes—the graves
of their fathers—into the desolate wilderness by a mili-
tary force. Many perished by the way, and the wretched
remnant, destitute of every convenience, now unacquainted
with savage life, and opposed by hostile tribes, cannot
long survive. The treatment of the Poles by the Rus-
sians, which has excited so great indignation throughout
Europe, is nothing to what the miserable Indians have
experienced at the hands of the American Government.
But they are far distant and unknown. They have no
one to tell their wrongs, or to stand up in their defence.
But the history of the world is a lie: the book of Reve-
lation a fable, if guilt so rank and deadly pass unpunished.

The time and manner of vengeance are in the deep things
of God: but that vengeance will not be lony aerayea, mus

moral goverpment sufficiently demonstrates.

2nd. The case of the Negroes is grievous and perplex=-
ing; but admits of some palliation, as it is a legacy from
Great Britain to the United States, while they were yet
Colonies. That they have greatly aggravated this evil,
by erael and vindictive laws, cannot be disputed; and
since the prohibition of the slave trade from Africa, they
have descended to a degree of iniquity utterly unknown
to any other nation, and which would appear to every
generous mind altogether incredible, were not the facts
by which itis proved clearly substantiated. This ini-
quity is called the trade of breeding slaves for sale. Itis
chiefly followed in Virginia, and carried on to an im-
mense extent. Establishments of female slaves are in
that State common, for the purpose of raising a new race
of negroes, as other nations do cattle. The thing is so
horribly disgusting, that the bare mention of it is enough
to hold up a people to universal execration which admits
such iniquity to continue among them for a single day.

England has repented of the share whichshe had taken
in the slave trade, and has not been ashamed to make all
the compensation that seemed in her power, If her mea-
sures in this matter, have neither becn wise or safe, they
proceeded from good intentions. The United States have
done nothing to remedy the evil of slavery; and though
its continuance threatens the most terrible disasters, they
seem doggedly to persevere. It onght not however to be
concealed that it is far more difficult for them, than it
was for England to remedy this pois~nous ulcer, because
it exists in their heart. Bat it is an evil which must and
ought to be grappled with, and if pursued on sound prin-
ciples, a remedy may be found. Were a law enacted,
declaring every negro under six years of age, and all
born after the day of its passing, to become free at the
age of twenty-five, no convulsion need be apprehended.
The black population would become free so gradually,
and might be so trained to habits of industry, as to give
rise to no serious difficulty. Such a measure however,
cannot be expected till the hearts of masters and slaves
are humanized and softened by the diffusion of c¢hristian
truths. Shouid the law pronounce the negroes absolutely
free at once, it would be followed by the worst conse-
quences. British legislation in this matter should not be
imitated by the Americans. They should adopt a long
train of preparation such as the measure I propose will
easily allow; and the black population should be consid-
ered, as far as possible, subjects of the community, as
well as the master to whom they more immediately be-
long, till they become free at the age of twenty-five.—
'!‘hxs simple enactment would in less than fifty years, ex-
tinguish slavery almost without notice: for its operation
would so mingle itself with the current of society, as
scarcely to attract attention. Had the British Parlia-
ment connected the measure of emancipation with such
restraints as the welfare of the negro and the safety of
the public required, the result would have been very
different from what is now occurring. The power ne-
cessary to compel the negro to work for his support,
should have been placed in prudent hands, and to supply
that diseretion which he has not yet attained. The privi-
leges which the negroes enjoyed while yet slaves in house
and garden, clothing, victuals, &c., ought to have been
carcfally valued, and been made their first allowance of
wages, to be inereased according to their ability, skill,
and industry; and no combinations against working ought
to have been permitted. Here the political economists,
who are as ignorant of human nature as bats, will ex-
claim, this is rank oppression. But we tell them that
monopolies, fixed prices for commodities and labour, even
for bread, are not only absolutely necessary but beneficial
in certain stages of Society; and nothing displays greater
ignorance .of our nature than to suppose that the same
legislation is equally prudent and useful when applied to
man in different stages of improvement. The negroes
when emancipated, require a long training, similar to that
which the nations of Europe have been undergoing du-
ring the last two centuries. Not that it would require so
long a perx()d—pgl'hz\ps one fourth of that time would be
more than sufficient: but an Aect of Prliament cannot
change the nature of th}ngs ar}d make of an indolent ne-
gro who has no conception of liberty but the mere absence
of labour, an industrious.and skilful planter or artizan.—
They are semi-barbarous, perhaps lower, and must be
treated as such. If you can get them to labour by ra-
tional and interested motives, itis well: if not, they must
be forced to work on the same principles that vagrants
in other communities are confined and compelled to earn
their bread.

ard. Inefficacy of the Laws.

Peace and security in the enjoyment of life and property,
| ave the objects of all good government.—But without good

morals, these cannot be obtained: for unless there be a

virtuous spirit among the people, the best and wisest in-
| stitutions have no life, and are therefore of no use. Now
| it is quite evident that the two factions which are at pre-
sent distracting the United States, have noregard for justice
in their treatment of one another—that they cherish the
fiercest mutual animosity, and render the laws altogether
impotent. These factions have iudeed become so inve-
terate, that without some change their fary will only ter-
minate in the dissolution of the Government, in which
both will be crushed.

Even in matters which do not conecern political differ-
ences, there appears among the people of the United States,
a disregard for law and justice quite appalling—a return
to the savage state of taking the law into their own hands
—such a corruption of mind as to induce juries to disre-
gard their oaths aund the evidence, and incline to the po-
pular ciamour, however eruel and wic]&cd its {lulnands.—
There is a growing degeneracy in society which the mo-
ral inftuence of religion still found in a portion of the
people of the United States, is altogether unable to restrain
or counteract. The burning of convents,—the frequent
recourse to Lynch Law,—the savage massacre of the
| parmless Mormons &e. however to be deplored, are still
| more to be dreaded from the evil spirit which they indi-
cate, and the astounding fact that neither from Judge nor
Jury can any redress be obtained.—Nay the very worst
of these erimes are applauded as praiseworthy acts; and
thus the most sacred rights are trampled in the dust.

4th. Nor is it only among themselves that this prostra-
tion of moral feeling is manifested. It extends its out-
rages to their neighbours. In the Texas it has been
successful, and though baffled in Canada, the murderous
inroads which it promotes and which are justified in the

ublic prints and but slightly censured by those who still
| affect some decency of moral conduct, if carried much
farther, will make the States a public nuisance, which it
will become the duty of civilized nations to destroy.

5th. The most prominent cause of this moral degrada-
tion, 1s universal suffrage. 'This apple of discord and
misery is enjoyed by the whole population, and places
them above the law. The masses are blind in every
country, and no less so in the United States than else-
where. They are a prey to every breeze of passion and
every sudden impulse which the arts of the vicious may
employ to flatter their prejudices and betray their inter-
ests. They are continually beset by the wiles of para-
sites and the snares of the ambitious, the avaricious, and
desperate. The consequence is, that neither ability in
the management of pablic affairs nor moral worth, are
recommendations to their favour: they must be fawned
upon and employ such only as are subservient to their
inclinations. The people of the United States are ever
on the move, electing or preparing to elect, always seek-
ing how to govern themselves and never finding the way:
always In a state of excitement, they are unfit for deli-
peration; and the turmoil of politics gives them no time
or relish for domestic peace and family endearments.—
Their soeial happiness consists in vialent public meetings
—quarrels on political questions, and in plots to-level their
opponents. There can be no such thing as social and
| domestic quiet and fireside charities among such a people
} till elections are far less frequent, and those entitled to
vote, fewer in number,

What makes up his loss of time to the poor man for
attending meetings—canvassing the merits of candidates

is of yesterday, than would have satisfied the most cor- |
rapt Government during ten times the period of their
€xXistence.

Ist. Their treatment of the Indians or ancient possess-
ors of the country which they inhabit, has no parallel in

—watching the ballot box, &c.? Does he find his reward
in the corruption of secret voting, so hostile to generous
independence and manly feeling, in the consciousness Ok
having been ungrateful to his beaefactor with impunitys
and hugging the bribe which he has taken for his hon*
esty. The ballot is the most detestable, selfish, and hearts
less method of voting, which satan could invent: and will
be the destruction of every free people by whom it is adop*
ted. To the honourable it is no concealment, for they
make no secret of their opinions; but to dishonesty and
hypocrisy, it offers a cloak and leaves the needy and tur=
bulent in the hands of unprincipled demagogues to play
upon their passions and ignorance.

You might as well set a man adrift on the wide ocean,
without a compass, says Payne, as an ignorant man {0
think for himself. To such a man it is the easiest thing
to give the most plausible appearance to the grossest false-
hood; yet these are the men who reign in the Unite
States: they form the majority and select from their
number, those who are to direct public affairs. 1s it thea
wonderful that under these circumstances, the nation,
notwithstanding the small mixture of worth which it con=
tains should be fast approaching the character of a gene-
ral pest; or is it too bold to predict that the period 18
approaching when America as was the case in France
shall fall a prey to that mob whose passions she has by
her policy inflamed, and in whose hands she has placed
irresistible power. Universal suffrage is to precipitate 8
diseased body into a convulsion from which it can never
recover but by revolution. The United States may for &
time keep up the semblance of freedom and republican
forms as the Romans did; but the spirit of independent
freedom is passing away; and without the spirit, David
becomes Pilate, and Aurelian, Nero. !

The character of the men who now govern, is very
different from that of the fatlfers of the Constitution, an
as Governments change with the characters who compose
them, such has been the case with that of the United
States. The healthy man, and he who is dying of jdve=
terate disease, are not more diferent from’ one another,
than the same political system in virtuous and degenerate
times : the form of the machine may be the same, but the.
materials are become rotten. Though you write your
l=ws on brass, vice will soon dissolve it. ~ Under W
ington, the Gurernment of the United States was moc
rate in its pretensions ana just in its general policy.—— .
Under Jackson and his successors, it is noarished in blo
and versed in corruption, violence, fraud, and selfishness.
It cannot therefore continue long or yroduce peace and
security.

Unfortunately for mankind, respect for authority, and
reverence for virtue, are in the present state of society
too much disregarded, and the pretended regenerators o
the world depreciate the legitimate influence of kindness,
as a badge of slavery, and set at nought the family affee=
tions and domestie charities which render the fireside hap-
py; yetit is from these affections and charities carried outy
that all felicity on earth must spring. 3
6th. Were all other causes wanting, the greed of terri-
tory would, in no protracted length of time, dissolve the
Union. The old states are already unable to control the
General Government, and will very soon be in a hope-
less minority, and must then succumb to the south and
west, Facts are not wanting to shew that even single
States may contend successfully with the General (% 5
vernment, or withdraw if they please from the Confed=
eracy withoutdanger. The Union therefore, in seriou$
conflict with two or more States is helpless, as a rope ©
sand. It produces no patriotism or love of country.—
Its chief cement is an extravagant vanity among the
people. Moreover, when the country is filled with in
habitants, from the Atlantic shores to the Rocky Moun=
tains, it will fall to pieces, by its own weight, if nob
sooner dissolved from other causes: for it is not credible
that interests so various and important, will be left to the
everlasting-speaking Congress at Washington.
7th, In no other country either ancient or modern, has
party spirit 5o completely contaminated the public mindj
for, to use the language of a native, it pervades the whole’
country; is found in the raral village, in thc marts 0!
commerce, in the courts of justice, in the legislativé
halls, on the floor of Congress; and the President®
mansion has, within a few years become a principle ré*
ceptacle for its vile and loathsome poison. Its power 18
above the law, and its influence more powerful than th€
Constitution; before it, every thing hallowed by time, 0F
sanctified by religion, falls prostrate. The ties of grati®
tude, the obligations of justice, the love of country, aré
destroyed. At its pleasure, like the green withes in the
hands of Sampson, it spurns all vestraint, and teaches
that the end sanctifies the means. Its attendants 1€
falsehood, bitter denunciation, envenomed slander, ¢V
hearted unfeelingness, and an utter disregard of probity
and honour. : ;
8th. The true root of all the evils which threaten the
destruction of the United States, and produces the revo”
lutionary movements in Europe, may be traced to © e
separation of what is falsely called Education, from Reli
gion. The Radical Reformers seek to give all
assistance of Science and the arts, to the malignant and
deceitful passions and vicious propensities of the huma®
heart, and to cherish all that corrupt violence whieh
alarms and offends rather than restrains them, To the
love of God and man, and all the kindly affections Wh}"h
give peace, enjoyment and happiness to the human familys
they are opposed. Were indeed religious principles thus
to be planted in the hearts of the rising generation a0
universally to prevail, violence, fraud, and selfishness
would quickly disappear. The inmates of every cottage
would be sweet contentment and peace. Every palac®
would invite us with open gates to receive the kindnes$
and blessings of a father. Alas! they know not the power
of truth, who seck to separate the light of the Gospel from
education. It is an audacious attempt to restrain t %
power of God from bridling the powers of evil.
[To BE cONTINUED.]
—
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RECTJRY OF ST. CATHARINE’S.
NOTITIA PAROCHIALIS FOR 1843.

Rev. A. F. Atkinson, Incumbent.

Baptisms (including five adults) .....c.couuven. 39
Burials...... .. 26
Marriages ..... Vit ts s Tncralet s it s s L

Divine Service regularly performed in the Parisht
Church on Sundays, on the chief Holy-days throughot
the year, and on Wednesdays in Lent. The Sacramel
of Baptism administered as usual during Divine Servicé
on the second Sunday in each month; and the Holy
Comumunion six times during the year. o

On Trinity Sunday, the Lord Bishop of the Dioces®
held a Confirmation in the Parish Church, when fort_}"s"‘
persons, many of them adults, received the benefit of tha
Apostolic rite.

The Sunday-school and the Bible-class continue to be
well attended; and the regularity and diligenee Wit
which the Teachers in the former discharge their impot*
tant duties are here justly and deservedly acknowledgeds

The Parochial Library is in a flourishing condition:—
It now numbers between 300 and 400 volumes, havibé
received a considerable addition from England dl"‘m‘;‘l
the last summer. Many 0f these are choice works, ab
it is earnesily hoped that so valuable an appendage t0 ®
Parish Church, as a good library, will be attended W!
beneficial results to the congregation at large. /

The Incumbent feels it his duty again publicly ’i‘i.
acknowledge the great oblization under which lums‘-’i_
and his people are laid by the very warm interest man
fested in the formation of this library by the Rev. .Aubrey
Townsend, of Bath, England, whe devoted much time an g
labour to the selection of books, and through whose infit=
ence, and that of his excellent mother, several volume:
were contributed by kind Christian iriends, to all of whom
the Incumbent, on behalf of his congregation, takes this
opportunity of returning his best thanks.

[In connexion with the Rectory of St. Catharines, ‘f
gives us great pleasure to annex the following corresp” ir
dence between the inhabitents of that parish and thet
highly valued clergyman. We hardly know which s
entitled to most credit in the case,—whether he, who ha
earned so many repeated testimonies of their regard 88°
affection; or they, who so justly prize the services 0f
amiable and devoted pastor.—Ep.]

To the Rev. A. F. Atkinson.
"Rev. and dear Sir,—It affords us much pleasure t0 b:
the medium of handing to you Col. Clark’s receipt for 0%
year's rent (£40) of the Parsonage. i
The enclosed £5 is the amount of Col. Clark’s subserP
tion towards the yearly stipend. ;
We have been enabled to do this by contribution$
your parishioners, who beg your acceptance 0
offering as a tribute (trifling though it be) of the Y85
sense they entertain of your kindness towards thems ’”‘
watchfulniess over their best interests during the P*

of
eir
bigh

ear. < : sty
With warmest wishes for your happiness, we ref®
Rev. and dear Sir,
Sincerely your’s, .
Eriza RAvyMoxND,
Eriza J. McKENNEY:
January 1st, 1844,

To Miss Raymond and Miss Eliza J. McKenn¥: p
My dear Friends,—I beg to acknowledge ha:;lep‘
received, on New Year’s Day, through you, a most 4 ar's
table *medium” indeed, Col. Clark’s receipt for ont Yes, s
rent of my residence, and also the sum of five Pﬂund 3
that gentleman’s contribution to my “yearly stipe® beer
This payment of my rent, you tell me, you have nersy,
enabled to make by the contributions of my pal‘lsmoof of
who beg my acceptance of their offering as a PO
their regard, &c: of

3 : : ¢
Most gratefully do I accept this offering as ﬂl"‘;,w‘
among the many proofs of their regard, whxchwhim [

already received from my beloved people; and
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