THE LITERARY

(ORIGINAL.)

LEAVES FROM MY PORTFOLIO.
I.
LOVE AND BREATUTY.

p
pfack“m _called beauty a chori-lived tyranny ;
leyt 2,2 Privilege of nature; Theophrastus, a si-
Qar":he&t 3 Theoeritus, a delightful prejudice ;
Not in::des’ a solitary kingdom ; Domitian said, that
b Was more gratefyl; Aristotle affirmed, that
dat, ¥ Was better than all the letters of recommen-
if 110 the world ; Homer, that *t was a glorious
Mature; and Ovid, alluding to him, cails it a
bestowed by the gods.—From the ltalian.

favgy,

HAT 3 host of bright and soul-stirring associations
COmprised within this youth-catching subject!
e‘ir ("Vb};iCh, “\.Iith conceded favouf, we will venture

: ce wh'el'v:\.nons, _perchance guided by an expe-
H iteq u tlch has neither been common place, nor
Ogcther to our own personal observation.

er
. reare few, we would say none, who, not yet

lgg ,‘e: entered upon ““the lean and slippered panta- !

p°“';r &;0 Lot in a certain degree susceptible of the
pre%m:dheauty-o.(‘ bcaut)_f such as at times it is
i“ﬁllenc t? us, with all |l's sweet and hatlowing
“eastes’ In thfz form 'of kmd' and gentle woman.
“Jtho“., }: such is tfle impression we have formed,
Yet 0: ‘Perhaps this has been from an acquired,
ey, , Singular, habit of judging of others by our-
3 for e it confessed,” that never a feeling of
Oyment has occupied our breast, than has
s kindled within us, as we have gazed upon
y"“ﬂg and innocent creature, in whose express-
os:temmce and graceful form, we have discover-
° altractions, for which, according to our
i ,il?': ¥would be a species of heresy o profess
Way w‘htY- 1llustrative of our penckant in this
Nog . a‘; but the other day, whilst talking an after-
Orng, 0(? ;Jalong Notre Dame Streef, in turning the
! Place D’.4rmes, (we are particular as to
t“‘ln. &l‘ty,) that we encountered onc of those lovely
g nm! faces, which occassionally cheer us in our
LN 4 ﬂgl‘image through life, seeming to cast over
;lelmme[:‘“ce such a hue of etheral fecling and
““prgs Y, 23 is at times Ieft on our minds by the
Seey, . -0 Of some sweet dream, wherein we have
Py, Conversed with angels.
Niry OUsly to this encounter we felt dull and low-
] * Unmoved by the genial ways of the bright-
‘lnexei:::’ Which was pouring down upon us, and
h"'lpe rb’y the many gay equipages, and lively
Cony, ’J’hxch, redolent of wealth and pleasure, were
Mﬁg Y Crossing our path. But after the casual
"ﬂt,’ o‘mh the beautiful creature of whom we
‘ﬂq Ur sensations and ideas had undergone a
“\it big dzlgtioﬂ—thq hidden chain of association
%d «fumm“s alike with the remembered past and
h“'ghtto > had been struck, and its vibrations
Our desponding funcy, images of the most
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lively and cheering description. The lovely being
was evidently returning from school, at the time we
refer to, and so vivid is the ingpression of unalloyed
admiration, which her appearance has left on our
mind, that we fancy we can see her now, even as she
caught our attention then. Ifor reticule of dark
velvet, apparently containing her school paraphar-
nelia, suspended from her left wrist ; her right arm
raiscd to beckon some of her companions, who were
loitering behind; and her whole form so disposed as
to afford us a sufficient opportunity for observa-
tion. A pretty straw bonnet, trimmed with green
ribbon, having a veil of the same colour attached to
it, which hung gracefully over the left shoulder, sur-
mounted 2 counterance, wherein the bright hues of
health, and the mingled graces of a beauty, which
partook both of the character of the woman and of
that of the girl, from which she seemed just emerg-
ing, produced an expression of the mest rare loveli-
ness, which was scusibly heightened by a form of
exquisite mould, displayed at the morent we speek
of,, (by the position which she had casually assumcd,)
Ito such advantage as the painter would have loved
to profit by.

We have described this fortuitous encounter as
producing an entire change in our sensations and
ideas, at the time; of course, we experienced no
sentiment beyond admiration, and it was only owing
to that property of the mind being acted upen, in
the way we have mentioned, that this change, fur-
nishing us with a practical proof of the “power of
beauty,” independent of its love-inspiring influences,
was produced. That power is, indeed, manifold in its
influcnces.  Besides rousing into existence our most
powerful passions producing love, and anon despair,
jealousy, end revenge, it is alike the object of our
most tender wishes and desires ; and,whether contem-
plated in the fuir face of nature, as she sheds her
loveliness over the earth, or viewed in the image
of the great creator of the universe, it hes, equally
with the charms ascribed to music, the power to
“ soothe the savage breast.”” But it is this power,in
woman which has the most immediate influence on
our cxistence ; not that ‘'we would measure beauty
by any fixed rule or standard; for we agree with the

poet—

«VWhat’s female beauty, but an air divine,

Through which the mind’s all gentle graces shine ?
They, like the sun, irradiate all between ;

The body charms, because the soul is seen.

Hence men are often captives of a face,

They know not why, of no peculiar grace:

Some forms though bright no mortal man can bear
Some, none resist though not cxceeding fair.”

Beauty, then, as we understand it, is the spirit of the
zolden dreams of our walling and of our sleepi.ng
fancy. It is that pervading power in nature Wh;ch
makes up the greatest measure of our earthly enjoy-




