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account of his supericr pewers of reasoning, angd his
indefatigable application in tho pursuit of know-
ledge. At tne age of sevenleen-he wag sent to
Alexandria to prosecute bis studies. Ile began!
Philosophy there under the direction of Ammen-—
the greatest chyistian philosopher of that peciod—
and chose as his companion St. Alexander, who
subsequently became bishop of Alexandria. He:
made vast proficiency in whatever he undertook,
and shortly rivalled all these with whom he con-
tended. He became o deep as well as ar accom-
plished scholar.  Notonly was he acquainted with
dialeclics, geometry, astronomy, musie, apd rheto-;
ric, but he alse knew the Scriptures, even by rowe,
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their home and hearls lonely wrecks where sat in
silent sullenness, deepest sorrow and despair. To
amend, however, their fallen fortunes, G-igen un-
dertook to give instruction to several young mer,
in.grammar and rhetoric, and thus meet by a suffi-
cieney ample ensugh, the low exigencies to which
he was reduceds Ile was not leag engaged in
this capacity before his powers to instruct were
observed by the professorsat Alexandria, and Ori-
gen was immediately raised to the chair of ¢ In-
structor in the Christian Doctrine.” e was at
this period only eighteen years of age—a fact,
whicl, beyond all doubts, proves the great supesi-
ority of his attainments, when on none, except the

tad had 86 extensive a knowledze of Hebrew-——a» most etudite, was éuch an appoiniment conferred.
rare study to persons of his af'e—-that his fame i 1m He was followed bY numbers eager lo initiate
this parixcahrdepaztmentcxtended even o Greeee, themselves in the pole of Christianity, and espe-
and was echoed by the voices of thousands who. cially by those who previously had the benefit of
shong at Athens, ' ihis valuable tuition.  Seeing now the great

In the begianing of the reign of Severus his fa- increase made in the apphcants, Origen conceived
ther was martyred. Whilst St. Leonidas was yet! the necessity of foregeing all thoug‘xzs of profane
in prison the youthful hero already began to elicit learning, snd of applying himself entirely to that
sparks of that burning fire for the faith which his, which more immediately appertained to his avoes-
viriuous parent had enkindled in his bosomr.  On'tion. e aceordingly disposed of alt ki haoks, of
hearing me sad tidings that Leonidas awaited int which he possessed an immense assortment, and
trial, Or )'en could scarcely be restrained in his! gave himself most assiduously to the aequirement
snld impetuosity to beecome a martyr, but n.ahed of ecvclesiustical Jore. In his nesw profession hig
madly forward amidst the encmies of the Gospel,’ rmd observanee of things extended perhaps to an
and by every opportunity in his power courted *he‘e\'reme He saw bhow little effective was the
means by which ke might satiate this noble and’ philosophy of theory unattended by practice, and
ardent passion. Finding himself unheeded in his!in orde-, therefore, that he would leave no obstacle
exposutes, in order to crown his efforts,. he finally'to the advancement of those under his eh.arge, he
a:fempted to seck the prison in which his fathcr began to fuifil the preeepts of holy writ even to the
was detained and thus become a participator in the! Ee;ter i1is love of poverly was 50 ‘great, that, ra-
glories of martyidom.  In this he was d:sappomt- ther than a master of Catechamons’® he appeared
ed. His mother thw arte: !nm in his rash eater- mare like the most unfortunate of mendicants, and
prise, and in order lo Stctzed the better in herf frequently exposed himself to the fact of being re-
wishes, she concealed from him his clothes, and. qﬁesteé by his disciples to accept of some portion
remonstrated with him on the impropriety of so!of their substance for the more respectable support
hazardous an undertaking, He cobeyed, thonwh{of hie position. He perse\ered notwithstanding,
relgetantly, and then as he could do no more, die-'; ig the refusat of all such donations, and even added
tatcd to his father a Ielter in  Lich with ail the‘to his privations the fiequent laceration of the
spirit and wisdom of a suint and 2 sage encoumwcd ibody. The grecter part of the night he spent in
him (o meet the impending shock, and to hail w 1th prayer and meditation—he used a cerjain kind of
delight the end of such a glorious event. *hcrb for the better sustainment of his memory—

The fatal d2y soon came and went, and left him-! slept upon the cold floor witliout the slightest co-
self, and hie molber, and his brothers, of whom hc vering—had Lot 2 single coat—-—-absmmed from the
bad six, abandoned to the coldest psnury, mthl use of wipe and flesh mcab—-travel&m about conti-
théir hopes blasted, their goods confiscated, and!nuelly without a sandal ¢o hiz foot—and seemed as



