
striking tie imagination of lus own people with a sense c-f romance,
and even miagic-tlîat fully to miake cicar luis position .ii si nifi-
cance to the outside reader is a tas1c of subtie difficulty. wlicn
ail bis distinction anîd acluievernents as scîxolar, poet, folkzlorist, and,
in a %.cry striking sense, national iinterprctcr anleIader, are re-
counted, tlucrc is stili lackzing the vital somicthing wv1icli miakes the
real romance of the story.

ht is best to î)egin at the begii-ning. It is, indecd, fitting
and neccssary. Ile nom. represents a miovemient, or if one nîay
so describe it, a national franie of mind, whichl nobody could have
for-escen in bis youth ; yct in bis vcry cluildliooc ai unconsciouisly
lie prcpared for it. The seni of a Protestant clergyman ini North
Connacht, lie wvas drawvn, wondcringly, as a littie boy to the fire-
sides of the Catholic peasantry around hini, and the songs and
stories in the Irislh Language that shortcncd. as the saying is, the
long Western nigit.s. Soon lue farcd to, firesudes and storytellers

faevfilwal<ing nt once the surprise and affection of the peo-

pIe. Thîey callcd him 'Ait Craoibliin A oibinin' (an Krcev-en
Ecev-cn), 'the delighitfuil ittie brancli,' a dcsignaticn w'hichi lie aftcr-
wards aclopted as bis pseudonrni. and by whii lie is affcctionately
known ai over Ireland. At thant timie neitlicr lus own ciass tuor the
viast nîajoritv of Irisli folk of the national persuasion, or of litcrary
prcdilection, tookz the sli-itcst intercst in the Irish language, the
literature, traditions, the lighits and sluadc-ws of the 'race mind' en-
shrined in it. It wvas a 'Ccltic fringe' of no particular irnport, nîost
even of those %vhio bctravcd ain intellectual int-crcst in it trcating it as
aaqaan nThey fi boy' HyJde, howev r, carnie in contact

witli it in Roscommnon andi Sligo as a living rcalitv, and thîe natur.al
expression of a- life whuose ways and rnoods and character wvere -if-
ter bis owJî hucart. Wh7ienl lie wvent to TrriniIy College, Dublhin.
wvhcrec lie achieved hige, scholastic distinction. lie sýtill rcmainvéd, in
the imaginative order, a cluild of the Gahrsx:kî~Ws. A
college friend-no%-w mrell known in flic Londo.a tolitivalwcrd
telis of his astonishment thue av lie discovered 4.1:t luis lwilliant as-
sociate, tili then identified in Ibis nuind -wiffi chassie and niodcri. cul-
ture, -ivas addicted to 'drcaming in Irisli,' and evcn writing poctry
in that longue for some of the Irishi-Anierican papers.

As undergraduate young Hydc aicd first lionors ini Germian
and Frenchi, and first prize in Celtir and Italian. li-e won gold
ruedals in modern hterature, in Celtir literatuire, in Engislu ronuiposi-
tion, in history and in oratory. 1-c took thic degrc of B. A..
LLB., an ..L.. (îS) cviîug T. C. D. with a brilliant repu-
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