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I T is very doubtfui if the tempcrance cause is
JLhelped by the manner in îvhich it is liandled in

the House afiCammons. No doubt some ai the mcm-.
bers are actuated by the bigliest motive's, and there is
just as littlc that athers use thc qucstion for party
purpases. The Session oi Knox Churcb, Toronto,
rcfused ta sign a petition in favour of prohibition
an the ground that the question is being uscd for
party purposes. A iew mare such scenes as that
enacted ini the House rccently may Iead ather
Sessions ta follow suit.

THE attitude taken by Dr. John Hall bas beenT a matter ai gencral 'ntercst. lie tuok n
part in the procccdings of New York Presbytery
wben the case -ivas up for consideratian. Altlîough
appointed ta attend the Generai Asscmbly in De-
trait, ho dd not go. In an interview he is teported
as gîving expression ta bis personal frieîdship for
Dr. Briggs, and that the vicws ai the latter contain
nathing neîv, being onlv Uhc reproduction ai wbat
has long been discussed in Engiand and Ger-
many.

I'R. JOSEPII PARKER lookcd in upon the
JSynad ai the English Prebbyterian Çhurtb,
andUic.Bitmh Weky say!ý be waà ampresscd %vith

its -1 strength, solidity and poiver tu cope with difi-
culties.' That certainiy was a guod impression for
the Synod ta make. The poîver tu .upe wvith diffi-
cuities is often the real measure af the uscfulncss ai
a Church. There are aiways difflculties ai some kind
ta bc overcomne and a Church that sîmply looks them
boldly in the face and passes un will âoofl finml a
difficuity in existing.

C ANADIANS bulk largcly in the Chirch courts
this summer. Our aId fiînd, Dr. John Munro

Gibsan, is Moderator ai the Synoci ai th(- English
Presbyterian Church. Dr. Patton, an old Knox
man, is the acknowledged leader of the Conservatîve
wing ai the Detroit Assernbly. In judicial proceed-
ings and what may be called ecclesiastical *politics,
in thc goad sense ai the term, ho stands easily first
in a Church ai over six tbousaîîd ministers. It is
pleasar.t tu sce aut oId friends acquitting themnseives
sa weli in such praminent places, but still mare
pleasant ta know that we have any number ai good
men at home and are getting on fairly iveli witbout
those who have left. If there are any other mem-
bers ai the Presbyterian famiiy needing materiai out
ai îvhich ta make good Moderators, presidents ai
colieges, thcological professors or distinguished peo-
pie ai that kind, this littie Church can supply them.

DR. ROSEBRUGIU, Secretary ai the Prisaners'D Aid Association, who has taken a most
creditable and active part in recent praiscwarthy
efforts ta secure needed reforms in the methuds ai
dcaling with crimisials, bas forivarded a communica-
tion for publication. It bas reacbed us too late for
this issue, but wiiI appear in next number. The
report ai the commission appointed by the Govern-
ment of Ontario was presented at the late session
of the Legisiature, and mens with the approval ai
those wbo took part in the Prison Reform Confer-
ence, Leld in November, a88y. It is found, how.
ever, that in order tu> sec.ure the adoption of the
indeterminate ý:entencc !sytcmn and ,cùnditiona1
liberation on parole uf juversiie offenderb it is nec.es.
sary ta abtain the co-operation of the Dominion
Legisiature. For the promotion c£ this objea. it is
intended to bold anather s.. niqu<nce thib auttimn,
and arrangements art in ptuoisïs foi binging the
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matter iavourably before Uhe annuai Assembly,

Svnode, and Conferences of thc respective Churches.

T i-E squabblc that disgraced a Churchi in anc ai
aur Ontario cities not long aga bas reached

the final stagc. During this stage there is aiways
just ane question askcd, and that is: Who began 1
Ever), Church roiv reaches that stage soaner or
later. The public lcarn the facts, comment on thein,
and the bclligcrents, chicf1>y intcrested, becoming
ashamed, try ta roll the blame on cach ather. Il Vou
began," says ane,- Il no, you bogan," replies the
other Every Church quarrel reaches this stage,
and if the bclligcrcnts had been as carcful ta avoid
trouble in the bcginning as they arc ti-à rall the
blame on some ane cisc, there neyer would bc any
quarrels ta disgrace the Church. When bad blood
gets up in the carly stages af the disturbance it is
considercd brave '< ta flght it out." Later on the
shame and remarse come ini, and it is considered a
duty ta say IlYou began." If peuple wvho have
little or na self-control %vould only remember irr
time that thc Il wha bcgan'* stage is certain ta
carne someitime, the)- wauld save thcmselves and
others a vast amoiint ai trouble and the cause ai
Christ ne small amount ai injury. Rcrnember that
no matter haw a qiarrcl looks at the beginning the
time wili corne whcn evcrybody wiil bc ashamed ai
it and perhLps ai those engaged in it.

T HE Briggs case has many lessans but perhaps
the most important is that a cburch should

keep, the appointmcnt of Theologicai professors in
its own hand. To veto an appointment is an
entirely différent thing fram making onc. To put a
professar aut after he is in is a much more serious
thing than flot tn put him in A professomr, we shail
say, is appointed during the summer or autumn.
The Asscmbly does not meet until Mlay or juneofa
the ncxt year. Meantime the ncw professor bas
taken bis place and begun his workî. Unicss he bas
committcd a grave immorality, it is impassible ta
put that man out withaut trouble. Somcbody ivili
be sure ta dcfcnd him no matter wbat he teaches.
Not only so but it fixes a stigma on the mani ta veto
bis appointment. Not ta bave conierred the st. tus
ai a professor îvould nat bave injured him. T' .-rc
are thousands ai ministers wbo cala neyer bc proies.
sors ai theaiogy. But to put a minister into a col
lege as professor and then turn him out is a seriaus
business. The right wvay is for the Church itseif to
appoint its own teachers and if they do nat turn
out ivell there will bc the Coliege Board ta
biame. The Briggs case ivili not be an unmixed
cvil if it teaches not only the American Church but
cvery ather Presbyterian body ta do its own work
and nut delegate its povers and duties ta anybody.

S 0 much valuable time is often lost during the
eJ arlier days ai Synod and Assernbly meetings

in discussing mere inatters of routine, that vitally
important questions are throîvn over until near the
close af the meeting, and tben disposed of by a
mere skeleton ai the court, or tbrown ove for a
year. The Church courts do actually what as a
matter ai tbeory they would oýplit the Cburch rather
than consent ta do. Let anyone propose ta give
twenty or thirty members Assembly pawers, and
the propasit'on would meet with a storm; ai apposi-
tion. And yet a ecre bandfni ai members transact
most important business at the close ai almost every
meeting. Ask a Synod ta delegate its powers ta
twenty members and sec what the reply would be.
Less than twventy members sometimes do important
'ynodical business. Wha bas flot seen four or five

men doing the work ai a large Presbytery, thc other
members being at homne or on their way there. A
storm would risc from Halifax ta Vancouver if two
or three members tried ta usurp the powver ai a
Church court. Two or three mien often do the
work ai a Church court and flot a word is said.
Haw ready even ministers and eiders are ta fight
against tbings in theÔry that they neyer notice in
practice. It may bc a good thing ta defend aur
rigbts: it is alten a better thing ta discharge aur
duties.

T UE metting af the General Assembly beid ten
Tyears ago in 4jingston was ong ai the most

pleasant since the union. With Principal MacViLar
ta hold the scales wit-h scrupulous evenness in the
chair and Prind.pal Grant as Gencral Director out -
side and within, the meeting was enj'syable
throughout and still lingers in the mind uf many ab
a pleasant meniory. Why should flot the meeting
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or this year be equally pieasant. There arceno
burning questions but unfortunately that is no
guarantec for anything. Deliberative badies ane
perhaps more likely to get Ilinto a state af mind'
over smaii questions, than over large ones. àleet.
ing on historic ground, in a University city, a city
notcd for its geniai cuitured hospitality, the
Assembly should bc and appear at its best. il
ought ta bc remcmbered that Prcsbytcrianism isthe
largest thing in Kingston. Owing partiy tothie
presence of Our Ulniversity there the Churut us
influential and coilsricuous. The deiibcrations ol
the Supreme Court should bc warthy ai the Church
and worthy of the Churchs University Scat as welI.
Wc earnestly hupc the meeting will bcho.aracterii.w
by a goodness of spirit, and diginity, and urbanity
of manner ini all its proccedings. What diai the
Assembly think of Kingstoni is one question thât
will be asked when the commissioners go hiomie
Thecre is another and cqually important cnquiry-
What did Kingston think% of the Aâsenbiy ?

T IIE graphic pen and-inkpicturc ofthe "hrh
lcss ministcr " and of the spectacle touu ften

prescnted by une îvho is afraid ai bcc.oming -lêuith.
less is taken i rom anc ut the reports prescritud tu>
the Asscmbiy at Detroit Iast weck. The origènm
may bc seen nearer home .-

The chuchts i ninsttr rmust button-holc bis friends, ti
must rsort ta correspondence, hie must apply to vacax
churches, and solicit bearings, and begin a process of cagd.
dating, and somnetimes, in the sheer and desperate strait foi a
living, submit himsclf te mortifications and personal humilia.
tions that te somne sensitive souls are tortures worse t han tbe!
stake. Out ofibtis evii has grown another. Recçgnti.ng t>t
discouragement and difficulty cf securing a charge when vwa
out charge, the feeling bas more or less corne te prevail tit à
minisier must keep bis field by book or crook until ha fEnd
another. Hence the spectacle cf a mninuter holding on toi
charge cf whic.h be as in possession, afler his usefulats, a
ended, and almost everybody in the parisb is wishing foi :be
terminatien of the pastorate. fi only needs the sligbtest com
sideration te sce that betre is a great folly and agreat mn

WoulJ it not bc w,ýIl fur thc Canadian General Aào
sembly ta devate some tirrne ta the earnest consider.
ation ai this matter befare it growns inta such «
great toily and great wrang " that legislatian will
bc of noa use. Let Preebytery Clerks -and memben
who ha%,e recently bcen Miuderators of Sesb.uns ýn
viacant cangregations just :stand up and hunes!
tell the Assembly ail they knù%i, about the viay n
wvhih the system h orks. If they do the Asec;,ul>
%vil stop spending time disi.usbing the de-_eascý
wifes sister and cognate questions.

'T'IIE foliwing vigoraus paragraph fram the rt
Iport af the Cammittee on Unemploycd IMin

isters and Vacant Churches shows that aur neigh.
bouts across the line have not yet discovered a su.
ccssful method ai bringing churchless ministers and

-vacant congregations inta proper contact:
on the onie side aur churches are open te ail sortiti

ecclesizstical pro*lers scouzing the country for a new field t
wicb teexploit their vagaries and idiosyncracies, appcar':
wth no proper credentials, driven train onecicty and fleticg
te another, wîith just enough cf external gifts te capture itn
ing ears and te give promise of filling the pews, and se gel
ting long enough Iedgment te vex and fret, if net te dinide
and even dtstrey, the littie Block. Our churches, tee, ini thti
strait cf finding suitable men te minister te their need, and
net knewiag wbere te turn for autherized and jatelligeoi
ceunsel, bave been frequently led te resort te the devices d
the shop, and te advertiçe for a preacher, bawkiag tbrol
the religiouspress the peculiar wares by wbich they wotW
attract candida'tes te their pulpit.
The Comnmittee emphatically declares that " if Our
polity is right we have DOL, worked it. If it is flot

right it is time we made it right' That is exactly
wvhat a large number ai people over here have been
thinking for a long time. There is a splendid open-
ing for a Church legisiatar af good constructive
capacity just riow. The mani who can devise a
gaod system by îvhich vacancies can find suitablt
pastars in a reasorable time and worchy ministers
fitid congregations will render more necded servict
than the man who helps ta revise the Confession

THE D VING PREMIER.

RUMOURS for some time were afloat that the
Raged Premier ai this Dominion was in au

enfeebled state ai health. These were sa pronPPtlv
and empbaticdly contradictcd by writers enjoyiflg
his confidence that when ~he tidings camne that he
was nearing the end they created a sad surprise
With that in4omitable power ai will fainiliar to Ca
nadians, an -d which bas marked his public life, sir
John Macdonald faced the advances oi the illne5
that laid him low. The warnings of physiciafis and
the entreaties ai friends did nat deter him. Kt


