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A~ PRODATION APTER P)TUI

The pi itctice of building articles of % upon Ise-
lated texts as deservedly falling ino (pute. The
expression Ilproceedeth from the Fathjohn XV. 26,
as not now re lupon for proof that ttoly Spirit as
divine. W ae feeling with growinfength ihat,
properly ~derstood, what .ne aid div called the
analog'f faith is the safer guide toii lue intent of
Scri re tencbing. Jo corasidering tFbject befere
us~~ dividual texts may bc specialli 'sleading il
following ore class of passages wc delnately bind
ail athers thcreunto. This we cao re. sec by tak-
ing7some typicai texts, such as the folag :

Eph. i. Ya 0With Col. i. 2o, bear uponfâce of them
the doctrine cf ultimate and universal4ration. i.
Thes. i. 9 as plainly niay bc made to:, annihila-
tion, wbàlst Rev. xxii. io, i i may be yt quoted os
indicating the fixednessof the state ast ithdecrccd.
The truth is ihat the classes of pass Ithus sum-
marised, taken çeôaraiely, may bc -Io utter ne
uncertain sound zach in its awn dicin. Which
may bejustly taken as tbe limiting oc Dlywhicb of
the three shahl the others be harinanizo Pr, is there
a concurrent voice of Scripture,which tbe rather bc
taken as the interpreter and harmonii what other-
wise may appear as discordant c!nts? for if
the entire tenor of the Gospel telchzan bc seen
in its bearing upon the doctrine of tai suffering
as the penalty of sin, and upon tbe- spedions regard.
ing after-death probation, we may surerpect a surer
ground ai confidence than any batt about indi.
vidual texts can affard. I t will be j1ideavour of
these paragraphs te enquire if such ari ng can be
found; te discover a general tene of ieI teaching
which ferbids any departure therefrond by wbich
the interpretation cf individual texts i be limited.

In nmaking this enquiry the key noi laken from
that parable wbich more iban ail oths , te Gospel
in essense. The parable cf the twott Luke xv.
jusîly characterized as "a divine epitiof the wand-
ering of man and the love of God, sucno literature
bai ever equalled, such as ne ear 4n has ever
heard elsewhere.» "lThe Pearl cf les.» The
presumptuous dlaim of the rebel boy, îbrtion given,
the riet and its brief enjoyment, the aiy famine,
the lonely degradation, the thougbt home, the
father's far off sight and warm embracveal a world
cf love and tender sympathy, such as r before bas
been concenîrated in human speech. las lest, lie is
fotind ! and among the angels, je, ovle sinner re-
penting. But that vcry parable sugi a solemoi
consideration, there was no r7tn:iý;> mnee the
porodigal untz! he liad turned his wanse /oo/tips
home.; there were ne marks of comion until re-
pentence had been manifested. Unian turns
'jearth is mron and the heavens are bra There cari
be ne loving embrace until the lips hadd " Father
I have sinned.>

The difficulties which pit the Calvac against tbe
Arminian tbeology and vice versa rbe arrayed
against ibis censideration, bu! appareiradactions
confessedly exast as ccnîemporazy fathe contra-
diction mnust therefere lie in our modetating themi.
As yct we have net reached that perte cf speccb,
wbich enables us se ta state as net taear contra-
dictory our conceptions in tbeir relati. eacb aiber
cf sncb faLts as tbe sovereignty cf God the will cf
man ; me.asured and infinite space ; latte and the
Mitne. As these dafficulties confece agaanst ail

possible philosophies and tbeclogies,y need nh
detain us here nor close our eyes te tbe that tbougb
the shepherd seeks the sbeep, tbe wo the silver,
the sbeep is net carried by fercr ans, nor the
prodigal ccmpelled unwilling te ptrfthe journey
home.

Though Ciod hoe good and freo bivecn,
No force divine cau love compel
And thouglith ibo ng cf sin lori,
May sound tbrougb lowest biell.
The Bweet persuasion cf His vo..
Rlespects thy sanctaty cf wiII
He giveth day ; thon har-t îby ci
Te walk in darkness Btùl."

This is the constant tenor of Scripturcbing: IlRe-
turn no me and I will return unto yo IlJehavah's
hand is net sbortened that it cannot 1.peather His
ear beavy tbat il cannai hear ; but yoiquities bave
separated beiwecn yen and your Gî IlSay ute
tbem, as I live saith the Lord Je4a I have ne
pleasure in the deaîh cf the wickeout ibat tbe
wicked iurn fromn bis way and live, ye, turn ye

from your evii way for why wilI ye die, O bouse cf
Israel?'" Repent, for tbe kingdom cf heaven is au
band." "lCone, and 1 will give you test," and that
pathetic waiI than wbich the God forsaken cry frem
the cross speaks ne deeper ageny, IlQ Jeiusalcm,
Jerusilemn, hew oftcn would 1 have gathercd andte
woldh not."

In ihat felt p'awer of will wh'ch baffies ai aur defi-
nitiens wbiist our cunsciausncss attesis its presence,
may we 'aoî discern an endowment patent for evil, in-
finite in il- possibilities for gaod and which once pas-
sessed, save by the destruction of the possessor cannot
even by aminipotencc be taken away? When the
father divided betwcen bis sens the living, the absolute
preprietry thereof 'vas in the cbildren's hands, nor
could be have required the youoger son ta continue
the usufruc o aiMs gonds under the paternal eye with-
eut again assuaning contrai. Truc, the autharity ai a
father migbî be tirgcd, motives of filial relatuonship be
pressed, but if the son willed the prodîg-al life, vehat
power remainec ian the father's band ? And if man
wills the cvii when the gaod would yield sîrengîb te
graw like unie itself, wbat remaioeth but a fecarful look-
iog for cf judgmneni ?-and wbat is judgment but the
legitimate resulîs of persistent ielly, wilful rebellion ?
That the yeunger son did net contemplate the wasîîng
af bis substance, the desention of the friends of bis
rictous hours, the famine and the degradation, we may
well concede, bad he realized the same even in measure
he wouid have pauscd ere lie crossecl the fathen's tbres
hald, yet who will say that ibose evils which befel
him were aught but the just and legitimate results cf
bis selfish iolly, and if he did nbt know tbat wilfulness
weuld lead te ruin, we instinctively feel be ougbt te
bave kna wn, at least, that wilfulness was wrong, there-
fore bis coodemnatien or judgment veas just, he earned
the miseny thai eventually evertook him.

It may be nove urged that judgment, condenanation,
the felt famine is disciplioary, and that under the
paternal governoni cf God aIl punishmenî leads ul-
timately te reformation. Let us examine tbis presen.
talion. The pain feut as the haod is presged against
the sharp edge cf a razor is a mon ition cf tbe destruc-
tive process geing on, and the ;nstinctive shrinking
back naturels instant protest against tbe destroyer- but
you persevere in the pressure, and allove the brigbî
red blood te gush unstancbed forth. WVhat then ?
The pain did warn, the puniehment discipline, but
warning and sympathy alake were unbeeded, deaîh
mnust came ; and the entire analogy of nature forbids
the hope cf miraculous interference te the end that in
any other than bier aven appointed way ber penalties and
thein cense tiences are ta be avoided. And is the next
world tointroducenewprinciples cf action? OnGed's
part is He ta change? If sin does exist and He
punishes nowv, is He te be marc merciful and pure so
that His cbauged natutre shall makc7 beîh impassible
then ? If consequencçs are by Him affixed teodevelop-
ments af character hAire, is it by any means te be made
plain that ilke cerqsequences are incosistent wiih His
attributes as they are te be thiere But man is ta
chanie- Hew? Cio clearer ligbî er stronger motives
be presented then tban nove? Greater love bath ne
man iban ibis, ibat a man lay dlown bis life for bis
friends. WVhat sîrenger tie can bind us then vebich
does net exist bere and nove? If with the vereck and
ruin wrcughi by sin before us, and the strong vaîce
froin Calvary urging by ail the consideratians love and
Mercy can move, men still refuse and persist, an vebat
grcund cao a boe be built ibat thase veices veau be
lisîened ta then ? Dots net ail experience dedlare
that habits indulged in tend te permanence, that

"Thore is a time, wo know net veben,
A point, we kov nt vebere,
Thast marks the destiny ai mer>,
For glory or despair."

Nor must it be forgoîten that the couire New Tes-
tament teacbing bears out the solemn iruth of the
aspect cf tbe parable af the iwe sens aiready insisîed
lapon, namely, the prodigal gees eut fram "lthat per-
fect preseoce cf the Fathcr's face wbich we for want cf
wards cali heaven," and is left tbere in bis iii found
liberty tfii hirnseli lurns in thaught and desire ai least
bis foetsteps home.

Are our hearts cbeered by the bright prospect cf the
ransomed and perfectcd charcb, and ils blesi abode by
yards such as these : IlAnd there shall be ne more
curse; but the throne cf Gad and cf the Lamb shail
be in it ; and bis servants shall serve bim : and they
shall sSc bis face ; and bis name shah be Mn iheir fore-
heads. And ihere shall bc noe night there ; and tbey

need ne candies, ne.tbher ligbt of 3un ; for the Lard
God giveth îbem 11gb t; and they shahl relgn for ever and
!ver? WVe are forbidden ta assume that th ereby the
curse and ligbt are non existent, for Il vitout are
dogs, and sarcerers, and ishare-mangers, and mur-
decrs, and idolaters, and whoseever lavcîh and
mLketh a lie."

And these words have suggestive meanings. "He
that is unjust, iet hian be unjiast stili; aaad bie veich is
filthy, Ici humi be filthy stili , and he that is rigbteous
let hirr. be righacous still :and bie that is hely, let hum
be bely still."

Still !
"For ever roaînd the niorcy sent,

The guidiaag ligbts of love sail bnrn;
But vebat, if habit bouîid, thy foot
Shahl lack the will to ur m?
Wlaat ifthE n lieoye refuse te se,
Thinoe ar of lieaivens ire> welcome laul,
Aaxd tlh.'u a >valtuag captive ho,
Thygoîf tiaino aven flark jail."'

The immutability af a state cf evil by habit gained
bas been gencrally vicwed as an institution cf God
ratber than a coosequence cf man's transgression,
bence such frantic cries as "'I cannai believe in a Gad
veho wyul consign any ai His creatures te endlcss wce,
and I will net." 1 sbould be iath ta accept as the God
and Father cf aur Lord Jesus a Being whe would
cause ta any cf bis creatures a needless pain. As a
m&tter cf faiîh I receive the teacbing

Net a worm is cleft in vain
Not a motb with vain desiro
Io bliriveU.ed in a uscless lire,

Or but -iubserves the common gain."
But vebe sent the prodigal forth îs a veanderer?

WVl'. ran the niai and the nevelU Wbr made that
famine in the far country? Wbo earnsýd tht. degrada-
tien? If tbe prodigal change not assuredly eiernal
righteousness must not deny itself, and there ippears
naîhing in buman experience, nething in God's revela-
tien as ihus fatrnead which justifies the thoughi that
man's beart, by habit bardened, is te be softer by-and-
by, or that Ged's justice is ta relax is held upen the
seul ibat sinnetb. Scripture, experbence, the stern
facîs of hife viewed in ail-their bearîngs speak in their
preva:lanvg voices ai sin's dread earnangs being sure,
and cf a lane-ibe irrevacable limit Ilbetwecn God's
mercy and His wraîh."

But vehat cf those vebe have ne chance bere? Wbaî
is meani by that expression "no chance hcre ?»
That thene are many, very many, vehese apportunitier
are flot as ours must be felt, but then tbear judgmen.
viill net be by th ! measure cf our opportunitaes but cf
theirs, and the Judge cf ail the earth veili de rigbî.
How justice and mercy are ta be cansistcnîly meted
cet te them belengeih ta Him te vehom ail judgment
is cammiîîed, and we cantentedly May Icave aIt tbere.
Our duty is te seek that thcy nMay have the lighr, and
the burien cf tbat respunsibility is sufficiently wcighty
waîheut snatchang frein Gad's hand the balance and
the yod, a mission from wbich we may gladly, féel
curselves fm ho the courts ef criminal justice uthe
office of the judge condemning bis fellow, ta a sympa-
tbising man must be extremely painful, it ougbi te be
with a sigh af relief ibat we can lay the burden cf the
final judgmnent in ils absolute entirety in the hands of
One wha daetb ail things wel.

But for,;s veba know the truth vebat dread resuits
bang upon the nowl the ow veherein saivation is
offercd, tbe naw made preciaus and endearing by a
Saviaur's love, the n0w vebercin loves great sacrifice
pleads. Under the blessings the Gospel brngs every
rloud bas ils salver !boang, an bears upan bls darkened
ferin the rainbo-s's arch ai promise; even uhraugh the
dark îomb Ls 1 r- -ends a cheering ray, oaly in bell
ils mercv shines tntiaia.r bell is self sought and self-
dug. IlHe givetb day, Thou hast thy chaice te vealk
an dankness staîl," but wvby walk in darkness vebile light
shines, or dreamn ai perchance a greater vebîle no'w- it
cernes frein, around tbe tbrone? Why encourage a
hope tapon a shifting sand, dees net ivisdoa cry and
undenstandiog piead? And is ret beaven very near
ta bim wlaese eye is hameveard turcd ? Thene is,
îbank God, 'uread enougb and ta spane in the fathen's
bouse and a vacant seat for the pradigal. Wby sbonld
any leave it in the hope cf a peradvenuure by and-by ?
Nor lct us forget the universal verdict of Ged in bis-
tory and in hurnan expenience
" Once te cvor man and nation cames týe moement te de-

cido,%
In the strieo of tnuth wbtb falsebaod, for the good or cvil

aide ;
Somo great cause, Gad's new Messiah, affering ecd the

bleemn an bligbu,
Parts tho geats tapon the lef band, and the sheop tapon the

niglat,
And thoebco g0os by forovor 'twixt that darkness and

that Jaght.*"
Or as an inspired pen bath put it, '- Nove is the ac-

cepted time, n0w Saivaîion's day."l-Rev.. .7ohn Bur-
ton, B.D.. in Canadian IndeÉienden4.
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