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Thrologn.
CHURCH GOVERNMENT.
From Dr. W. 1. Brow ne'’s * Comparative View ™

It s very evident that Christ and his apos- I
tles prescribed no particular form of ecele.’
siastical povernment, which was to be,
adopted and mvarably mamtamed n every
country, and under every torm of ewil so.

to their purposes of worldly profit sud awme copid retormed charch of Sentbosh, cone

with the pnncnpivs of a Chestan eharch, Tow in thes coantry o B0 wheech, thoaged
Such was the churacter of the Romh lnee st aside i the e of the eodd w s, Lo
archv, wnd it beciene absolitely necessary imihe rostu for the Westuneter Confli
W rdtorm this corruption, ax well as etery %o, Was recensced attee the Reat seaton,
othor by whieh 1 was accompanecd, and 2nd contored o toree Gl the aboliteen o
which it ko pewerfully 1ostered and man- preley of the Recolurom
taned. sTathers i order to alow hew mach, onthie

On this subject T complotely asvent to ffe o, tue sentimc ot af aur Lite porjators

l reval ot the

’(he spinitual influence of ruler< subwervient shalladd 1o theer the dactene o e e g there 18 uo dispute amongst those

Wi tuke 1he Wihie for ther gaide § cot

s [ tjon, 18 radically vicione, ~wd meonsistent tuned i Contess i ot Fathn reitied In Taermityr the ny de ot ld“‘m““-'““‘ thave

mignw,  thare are  cndioas « oDIrOYOrSANR
atengat meiters atter truth, whoy to all
appeatmen, arn eqully ssneore. Whats
ever i paporfan? o the Seriptureg i clesr
1) pros oo oo e nnporlaneg ;| wo IRy
cotn Iades theretare, that the slxniﬂc!tioll
ol theae » rue - lughly unportant, but that
the modg of vlimieteranyg them is bol 80,

ciety, Wherever Christiamity should be in-, g, opon of my acute and juwdicious pre. (dor we Jeae none of ot desergtom at fieeause very o ubtiad [t w clear that
troduced, Nor can 1 ll(‘l‘p tlunking, "'“‘hh-row-r. whoer words 1 shall here quete precenty dilbre ] troa the seatieats -.1;.-\1\:\ agie #iveonnd b ailowed to choose for
this circumstance tself affords no mconsud-, .y, regard to the outward order, howeves Mese Wi they cons dored g ther ecele hanaelty ool T use the mign i that way
trable proof of divine wisdom, “I'F,‘f'd o important it be, 1t effocts tot the essetice of = <t il proedecessar o awd foom whonthey  who b goeet dores ©'y eaeries the tiind to :he
tho universahity by which this religion 4 relgnion i the least; and even our adver. dered thetr spantydd pedisree, "thag sundiedl  Contnaersy here 18 one
characterized. = It was desumed to spread, ;o0 themselves bewng Judges, 15 nt re. “loanele xiv ewtitled, OF 1% NatAr of Urely out of plae 1t mahes the sign of
over the world, to regulate the moral con. presented in senpture as affectng it. The 14 rroe Karky (Fuse the wands of that fof. paetlist, 14 strat< the attentian from the
duct, and to advance the present and eter. 3 '

nal felieity of mankid, 1n every stuation hrarments winch a man wagrs, or tie houss wataryg st aflitmed, CThes aee conthor thyne sgotied, whelr olone 38 the  Deofu)
b 3 itd, very situation, .

whether domestic or cwily in which they
might be placed. It was to furnish those,
graod principles, winch must ultumately
melsorate all the rigours of absolute power,
and mnprove whatever excellence ¢insl con.
sthitutions nnght exlubit, eatabhish goud laws
on stll firmer foundations, and gradually
Jead to the abrogation of such as were un-

just and contrary to the eternal rule of right.‘

The different todes and torins of adinnns.
tering, whether civil or sacred matters, are
not the ends but the means of attaimng the !
ends of government, the securnity and im-
Provement of society,—of 1ts peace, piety,,
virtue, and general happiness. Whatever,
form of polity most efiectually promotes
these great ends, is certainly the best—

1this respect there appears 2 very chose ana-, ve pdge two tungs requisde,
tlogv. Far thoweh, 1 our present sirastion, Hot they may be masstrate by hingal mun. pearce snd ta'he but wing cantinually dis.
jelothes and dwellg are requiate far pro. asters, whoni ae atiiem ta be caly they that | puted about, are to controvorsialiats, notss

e which he lodirer, however necessary tor ateepnts, Qtie nenrped, fineai do soenom, cotdemmg) dgan, to the mede i which the
{In= accommodation and comfortapte subisin- oo appowted, noe wnlttade of mwen an agng s adin visters], winch w altogether

tence, are not, as g hmbs and members, provioer anerrer’ Azin, article X OF an uapront dle anbject of thought ; foe the

iz mmnd, a part of hus perzon.  Now, yn;— It sacraments be nghtly mmsstrate, ampoedote iy teom o, to the thing »

and sull less as the powers and tacullies o). e regnt Admenssieation of the Sacramenis  ase of 8 e gu « that the mn t:sg.m ‘
od

h

the nm-,l'l‘lm.« these nqne nat bring recetv

tecting us agamst the nclemencies of the are appmnted to the preaching of the word, much the »genx ot «alsation, as the emblews
weather and other external accolents, we they beag men lantully chonen thereto by 'of x pecghar party .
mav, nevertheless, frae both dothes andsouw harhy &eo We fle the doctnine ol the,  Nearly the s e obacrvations ap
dwelling of different torms, set enqualiy pagortical hach 0y particpation of thear pacra. | deeputes abuut cliureh government. ¥
comnodious.  Nay, one torm may be more jauents, 1<ty Because thewr mansters are no, ermnent 18 pat 2 thing valusble 1n itealf s e
contentent 1 certain chimates and rertun jiniaster< ot Curt Jesus,' & Here, nar e only the e of attaming some valug
situations, swhich 1s Jess convement s other oy s ueal doscent eapressly excloded, ble end, and Y- therefore no excelle

W

chimates and other situations.  The same bat dxvery chianel 1s removed, an the popich Tho end of churchae,
Land, of course, of church gaverninentyde

Ithing may with equal truth be afirmed con- 1 cierny are declared (I think wth too hittle

For the apostle assigns it as the mam rc,‘-:forumg the form of church government ‘u:n-umn,\-"l“d too “}"‘“"‘3“?)10 be no tin.
son why men should pray for ,,.0;.0"! 0;‘ i‘Tins 15 evidently true also of cnvil govern- . sters of Chriete Nas, all that appears ex. |
That % e may ~lcad 2 amce and fig eaccabi(;'xnc"ti ernahy  necessary, acearding to them, to
Yitain all godliness and hunew!vg Now «XNow, I can see no rezson why a church c.oustrtute a ttuster, s the chowee of some
nothin so effectuallv tend to thie, an| May, Het subsist under different forms oo comgresation,  ar trom belirng one par.

mg can effectualiv tene "%138 t-utar torm of ecclesiastira] pulity 16 be

ket L@ et twell as a states aud though it mue, he
the behef and practice of the Christian “jov ued, that one form may be more favour- ~1oted and ivolable, they save article ax

gion; and every form c1 ecclesiastical pol ity {able than anuth :
) an ¢ er to the spint and desren
therefore should, as 1s professed, be um- oo constitution, we canuot always judice

ntoremont, and the oo of | with, salety from’ the fist of these, hon -
most important truths i\'hix::h{‘ the gospel un tnuch it las retamed of the last.  Nay, 1 and places. »
folie o 30 tabliches gUs] “tmust acknowledge, that for any thng 1y “It wil be owned Jikewise by thoe whey'

Id estabhishes. Icould ever discover i the racred oraclesto; on this sulyeet, are capable of examnmy’

Of seneral {ouncilsy, Kc.  *Net that we
thork any policy and any order o} cerenm.
me< can be appanted for all ages, tunes,

. apart frumoatsu iy

to dimplay ard nerpetuato roligious trefh
throughout ail gencsations. It e & mstter
of same difficulty, az we havo already obe
serecd, to ascertnin the vxact form of the
apostohie eYurehea; what we know best of
the r strecture 16, that they were exceed.
ayriv. sunple, and that thay owsdefhelr
prosperity less toany pomitive aud municipal
regulationsthan (o the.r mnate energy and
freedom.  But supposo that we had a pre-

|14 model handed down fenin the times of

the Apostles, 1ts whole excellency would
conast in s apltnde 10 proserve and to

:!\sthnstialnity spread through the world.:mc contrary, the external order may pro.|
:“ e l: usuc ! “t“t ad(;mr:}x’blcd te:;deé:c;:‘ ¢ perly undengo such alterations, as the ends,
l;l s y 1fe inast tender °l“ 18 of aflectirn; of odfication 1n different exirencies may e,
al lb!‘ "I"’ csears, 1t nal;:ra Iy focc‘;"f’d Wiqure, and prudence may diwect. ‘The,
e>;.a 1€h some c"“?l"_"’l“ “‘:"‘lo eccles1asti-, only thung mportant 15, that nothmg be:
ga dgmfernrpent Wwhich d";i"g it ser;c “}“ 3:admitted which can in any way subvert the .
ond o urion among difierent churehes, fyndamental maxims, or infrnge the spar-
widely separated from cach other. This, ;121 nature of the gorernment.
could be easily aceomplished among the! . .
Christians who lived under the same cwvil! | *Thus muchin general 15 conformable to
polity. Hence, the ecclesiastical form \}'a.»;d"fi d(;cl_nnc‘}m'.i{lm ;hg:' S‘I“'th ul i;"‘*'::""?
geacrally model)gd aftc!r uﬁt of the c“ﬂfa:lfi'c?cxt?c'ntxlc‘:-r;lxlo:c ch?n;v;ll,xlc-; are (:x :h‘:‘
constitution; and, as the Roman anpire » e
extended ovsr the \vllnc;lc cwvilized world, }i‘;“(;'s}l:‘{‘ gx?x‘uccli?‘:ﬁlc‘\c:lgchl?(‘g ;:;i"‘vlo;!-'
£oon assumed a resemblance tothe govern-| 16T 2% -
ment of the state. Thac pamll’%g‘:“isg’“f;whcd 1o its own, they equally aved huat-
was thus Fndually establ'shed, and the|ing the in‘r;fcu?gr::g:S:;s'll:rv';g particular,
T, ¥ Xt & .

with coolness, and pronouncimg wnh am-
part:ality, that we hae not that sort ot
smfongaton i holy wnit, from wlich we
can with certainty form a judgment cou.
cernng the entire model of the apastolic
church. What we can thence learn on this
subject, we must collect from scattered
hits gven, as it were. medentaily, when

nuthimy seemnd less the mtention of the

wrilers, than to convey to us a particular
accaunt of the plan of the society they hail
forme 1. Itis a just obeervation nf awniter
of the Jast century, and deserves the al.
tentwn of disputants on both sides .—* We
see that the apostles were, m their wrtings,
wore solictous concermng the qualifications
than the degrees of the immisters, aud tn.

principle which erely dictated a common ! model:

centre of union among all the professors of,
the gospel, was at last perverted into a
source of the most dreadful tyranny tand!
most abominable corruption which the
world had ever beheld. '

The wisdom of the founder and first pro-5
mulgators of Christianity, in leaving unde- |
fined any precise forin of ecclesiastical po-f
lity, was particularly manifested.  For,
since this divine rcheme was designed to!

pervade the whole carth, and to descend to! 10Ty, however modelled, which satisties, productive of many heresies.  Many do not ' GGod, as the orthe

the latest generations, it became necessary

that the external forin of spiritual adminis.| A2, in the- Westminster Conlession ot tanity, and its accessories; they lay al-.ble rule of faith and practice.

tration should be more or less adapted to]

entitled, Of mumstering 1 the Conzive 2., Culcated aad delineated more largely that
tion, says capressiv. <Tliose we ought to conduct which unght be worthy of that state
judye lawfuily called and eent, which be 28d condition, than they discussed the form
chosen and called to this work by men who ©f guverninent.
have public authority given unto thewm

the congremation, to call and seud mumsters CORRECT ESTINATE OF RELL:IOUS IXSTITT-
into the Lord’s vineyard” "Tlus, if it mean TiUNs.

any thing, and be not a mere identicat  Not only the partial wristing upon some
proposition, of which, I own, it hax suue itruth, but even the undue importance as.
appearance, refers us ulumately to tha au-' sizned to some rite or inetatution, has been

the people, and 1s settled among them.distinguish between the essentials of Chrie.

ith, which is of equal authority with us, most as much stress upon a mean as upon

spread the trutk, aod if, matead of dirwct-

g our eves s the gospol, it withdraw our.

attent,on to contemnplate is own sifuctues,
_#a fazn, it would be net only useless, but
hurtful—James Douglas, Esq.
THSOLO e AL INQUIRY,

From tha Rev. 3 Rivart's Letters 2o De. Millee.

Traror Rertlors Trotn—It is graig.
fulto find that your sentinents, in respact
te the real fuundation of Chtistian
(trines, agroe so entirely with mipe} and
rtrust I may add, with the fundsmenta) pria.
rciplen of the Protestant religion. s yowr
Jottere, vou have undertaken to show and
‘reprove the * weakness ™ of Unitarians, in
rattempting 1o support thelr views by the
outhunity of great names. You say, *“The
weakness of thus plea 1 30 obvious, that &
i formal refutation of 1t will not he thow
inecessary, by any unpartial reader.’ In
| the requel, you a3y very justly, that "frans.
. substantiation and other * gross erroes and
imost wrotched suporstitions™ inight be
s proved o be troe, if this mode of afgunient
lcould be aduptod.

In lattce IV, you say, “The word of

ax believe, is the onl

L certan tost of divine trath; the only infalls.
course,
that wlach is not fuund In Scriptore, how-

the Jiar ci ta i : js.128 the sxxix articles aro 1n Eugland, chap. an end: upon that which 18 relatively good, ,ever extensively and unanimously it ma

ﬁ‘mpe:]uigxb: ar‘;,l;:‘c:d !;;c&;n X:}l‘;];n(;l:rd : xxv. entitled, Of the Church, sect. 3. *Untu as upan that which 1s absolutely so. Chris.| b:w been recewnd by those m’)o,. lbz
successive of the world. The runda.‘! the catholic visible church Chnist hath ginen - anity consists of truth, of holinees, and of , Chrirtian name, nust be rejected; as form.
mental articles of our faith are, like lhcir;‘he minietry, oracles, and ordinances of happiness.  That the truth should be pre. ing no part of the procious syWem, whick

s t“g%%%é LRS- SRy

anthor, immutable ; but the peculiar modc{G

of managing the concerns of spiritual con.
munities snight vary, provided the purity of
doctrive, of ordinances, and worshin, was
mintained. Indeed, any form of church.
government, perverting the very ends of its
tortitution, and, inetead of prowmoting the
spiritual interests of the people, readering

od, for the pathering and periccting of the sented before the mind, and cantinually
szints in this fe, to the end of the world.* kept there, by hurnan means, and by divine
And this is all that is said on the subject. . 2ud, 15 all that Chnstianity can require. To
Neither has presumed to delineate the cs- - contribute to tlus end we have two signs,
zentials of a Christian ministry, or te say any ' baptism and the Lonl’s Supper, anawerable
thing which conld be construed io excladeto the two paris of aaivation which are
thase who are governed in a different man. carrying on wnt earth, justification and
ner from that in which they themselves are | sanctification, the washing am; of sin, and
governed. 8o much moderation has onthisjthe lLiving by faikh upou the Jord Jesue
article been shown by both churches. I{Coucsrning the things si

1 God Las revealed o man for his salvation.”
.Yuu then proceed 10 obeerve, that sbill

1there 1s consolalon 3e well 3 dty ia
ywalling in the stepe of the pi who
have agroed in the doctrine of ine 1.

All thia I most fresly and fully 1

will only add, that the fact of Christians
having been agreed in 3 doctrine, iu mat
suficiont of nsel 1o makz the recepiion of

signified by thest ! it coneslatory. It must prove, on ecaning-’
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