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- and-ng'doubt had:Epent u delicious afternoon
in his stolen plogsure. ... .. .

Poorilittle' Johnny, he was' nothing but o

baby. There was no malice in his heart, and

yet what damage he had done me! I was ut-

. terly’ overcome, and, heedless of “his tearful

» supplications, I threw myself on the bed, and

with my heels kicking ingloriously in the air,

and my face buried in my pillow, I gave>vent

to'iny fatigué and disnppointment in 2 good

heamrty ery. -+ .

Jolinny ran soreaming to father ifi his study,
_who upon hearing the cause of. his grief came
‘et onco” to” My ‘room., ., Why Charley, my

son,” he eaid, laying*'his hand softly on my

. hiead, “ what'is the matter? Come, dry your
- oyes ‘and tell'me all- about it.”” And then I
«told him my story from beginning to end, all
‘my hopes, and aspirations, and the'failure of
my projects. : , CT e
“ My dear boy,” said he, ag I finishéd,%%'the
‘energy and perseverance you have exhibited in
this wmatter can be turned to much ‘béttﬁr{ac;
‘count, ‘How long have you been collecting’
thes stamps?” ¢ About two months,” I re’
plied. “ And how many have yeu in.gll ?' he

© enquired, ¥ About four thousund,};7L; seid,

“ and father, you have no idea of thegime it
has taken o cut orsoak them off, count them,
and tie them into packages.” ¢ Yes, Charley,”
eaid he, musingly, “and have you uny -iden

*.how long it will take you to collect your. mil-

lion of stamps #? ¢« Well, father,” I replied,
“ I never thought, but perhaps & year.”

. “What would you suy, my boy, if I shonld
tell you that at tho rate you are going on it
" would také nearly thirty-two yeurs?’’ Ilooked
at him incredulously. ... . .

“ At the rate of ome hundred a day,” he
continued, “it would take ten thousand days
to collect 2 million, which, leaving out the.
Sundnys, would be, as I said, nearly thirty-
two years. Now twenty dollars for thirty

dsamourifito sixty-two -and @
‘year tadiftle ovor five conty a
¥ altsthis would bo very
f fﬁvﬁ};tbr::;ﬁw hard worl?
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noon ohanggt('é%ﬁ?"ﬁﬁﬂ'y former course. I
am now studyinghard, and am striving to cor-
rect the weak points in my character, and by
and by, I hope to turn my energy and business
talents to good purpose. |
I'still bope to bo able’ to make my father
‘and mother ,comfortable in their declinin
years, nnd it may be that [ shall, after all
take my sisters-to Europe.—Demorest’s Honthly.
g
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A NEGLEGTED SPOT.

Of nll the Jonesome gud nightmureish crea-
tions of human hands!is there any thing to bo
seen, not excepting+jails, to rival the usual
country school-house ! Probably the situation
of the little building is chosen without any re-
gard to fitness other than as a spot midway of
the “district.” It is usually, too, & hideous
little box, soraetimes painted ved, sometimes
yellow, sometimes not painted at all; once ina
while, whenn a great step in refinement hns
been reached, painted white, and finished
with green blinds, a last pitch of clegance be-
ingigiven by ‘4 small belfry and a big bell;
but this is not' of frequent-occurrence. Asyon
drive by this.place on a summer day, you peer
into a little closet of an entry, with ity water
bucket and rusty dipper, and its rows of sorry
torn hats, of sun-bonnets, and dinner pails, and
from nner' déepths comes a long-drawu buzz
and drone that makes you think only of wretch-
ed little prisoners, and a young jailer as wretch-
ed as they, shut up at unwelcome tasks in that
unlovely spot. ok, dusty, dull, tedious, and
altogether exasperating” in summer, what is
the place in winter? A great furnace of o
gtave is set up at one end of the room, loaded
with logs of ‘wood, or elsea tall cylinder, full
of conl, that makes the region ronnd about ita
little Tophet, but keeps the outer edges of the
room still-in o polax chill. "From around this
furnace aiise hoirid swmells of burning boots, of
scorching woollens, and vapors of snow-wet
clothes sizzling as they dry.  The room is full
of narrow files of desks. that have never been
painted, and that aroornamented with a world
of curious carving, done in jackknife, of the
initials, ships, anchors, and hearts of several

encrations, - Around.the. sides of this cheer-

ul place runs a row of dirty blackboards. fill-
ingr the interspaces of the great bare windows.
Above the blackbonrds the plaster wall is baro
and broken, and decorated, as well as the ceil-
ing, by soldr systéms’and galixies of little
lawps of pulp or chewed paper, whose generic

'lomore accessible than it'does those of the other

, | for it, and shaming the committee ‘into new

name, in default of any other, we oG
forced to use. 4 )

;I this stifling and disgusting place, and in
‘this’éompany, days and;weeks go by, while
tho young human being i§faking the mould of
his swrroundings; and the community takes no
notice of any thing but the fact of recitation
and its degrees of imperfection. ~To paint the
walls,to shape .the painfnl seats, to improve
the desks thut the users would presently re-
duce to their original condition, and expect it
to do any good additionally, .would seom to
every tax-payet in the district 2sidls as to send
satin .christening gowns%g'* the’ South Sea
Islanders, hoping to wak®é them the better

if they shoved’ sg, many bank-bills into the
furnage, hoping that the combistion would
better warm the great room.

_ We wonder, under thése circumstances, with
the impassibility of committeo-men, selectmen,
and the rest, that it never ocours to the larger
girls, whose instincts, as o rule, beauty finds

sex, or thoso of older people, to change, as they
can, the appearance of things within and with-
out this place in which they pass so meny
hours. If, for instance, they only determine,
to begin with, to puper the wall above the
blackbourds, the cost of o cheap paper, divided
among them all, will be but a mero trifle, and
théy can make a frolic of putting it on them-
selves, or of directing the big boys how to put
it on. Therrthey can conspire to putneatshades
and rollers at the windows that hithérto have
been shaded at need by notling’ better than a
piece of green paper. . Flowers, ,probably,
would not live in the windows in winter; or,
indeed, in the room at all} bub there are a
multitude of plaster-.casts.and vases going
about the'land, on the image vendors’ heads,
and gelling for little or nothing, from among
which there may often be chosen really fine
copies of good things, and which conld be of
vast service, with their silent speech, if set in
the window spaces against the light, to teach
beautyof,outliig;when the tired eyos look up
from the'tedione’stidy. If there is not among
them monéy enough for this, small as the out-
Iny would be, there are ways of raising it—Dby
subscription, by ¢ fairs,’ which they can carry
through themseclves; 'by ,harvest feasta and
gtrawberry festivals, and which, indeed, may
give them the further means of doing some-
thing: larger, such as improving the teacher's
desk, hanging maps behind it, buying globes

desks and now floors., - And if this may not be,
something can be effected by individual effort
—by knitting sogks, or setting one’s own par-
ticular hen, or any of the small ways in which
dotermined: girls can-get o little mongy; and
the individual effort.of-v dozer girls, when put
together, will amount. {o no smail matter,

Flowers and vines cost no money’; they ars
freely given ; they pass from one hand to an-
other; they need only forethought and 4, little
time. Virginin Creepor—or, as wo commonly
miscall it, Woodbine—can be brought; from the
woods, set ont in five minutes, requires but a
little watering at first and a little training,
rots no wood, hurts no paint, and hides the
want of it; and this once started, before the
wirl who transplanted it has left school she
way soe it meking a bower of the ugly little
building. Clematis, too, may come froin the
woods, sweet-brier, wild smilax, and countless
other things of beauty. While, to say nothing
of vdrer things, a few cents will buy a handful
of morning-glory seeds,’ a few moments will
plant them, and a few weeks will cover the
side of the place with a soreen of brilliant
grecnery all duy, and with a perfect rainbow
of blossoms every morning, that shall not only
gladden the eyes of scholars and teachers, but
shall soften a thousand asperities in the con-
duct of the day, and shall cause an ejuculation
of blessing to escape the lips of every passer-
by.~—Harper's Bazar. B

A.- LESSON FROM THE PHONOGRAPH.

‘We had iu our hunds the other day a bit of
the tinfoil upon which a phonogml;% had im-
printed ¢ Comin’ thro’ the rye,” To the un-
aided eye there was simply a series of parallel
lines, which varied almost unappreciably in
depth or width. And’ yet that foil, placed
upon the machine, would give sut again the
notes of the favorite old song, just as the per-
former had sung it, with all the accents,
inflections, cadences, complote—an exact re-
‘production in miniature. It is almost too mar-
vellous' for belief. DBut we have had the
testimony of our own eyes and ears as to the
wonderful powers of this wonderful instru-
ment. - i S

The phonograph is in_its inf"a,ggy. What
may be accomplished byaifsto what practioal
uses it may be put, it is yet too carly to. tell.
Wo .do. not see. any insuperable difficulties
in the way of its being made capable of giv-
ing a verbatim report of aspeech, for example.

poses itimay yet serve, . !..
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§"f) ant in many ‘edsés because enduring.
* You utter a word.into the mouthpiece of
the phonugraph. To-morrow, or next week,:
or next year, or a century hence, that word,
with its every tone of love or hate, can bo re-
produced to the listener’sear. A littlescratch
on the foil, and the word is caught and held
“ast! 'Thére is no changing of its quality
then, Bat you:are uttering.words.all day
Hlong-and.every day, and.they are impressing
themgelves somewhers, fixing themselves in
the Yives of your friends, your children. - They
are recorded-beforo the throne of God: This
bjinfoil from.the phonograph Afmply .malkes

palpable to our senses the awful-fact that we
shall .meet one day“every utterance of our
lives in the presence of the Judge. God is
presefving our words mot simply, but our
deeds, and our very motives. All is down in
His book of remembrafide. What sort of o

And there,arc doubtless other practical pur-

record is it we are preparing to face P—Ohris-
tian. Wekly.: -

able. Men of wealth and social standing
cannot free themselves from the responsibility
of their position, and secure the approbation of
their fellow-men and an hounorable name,
unless they use theirswoalth wisely. Wealthy
Christions, as a class;:do not reslize, as they
ought, how granda career .the possession
of money opens to them. It should be their
ambition, as ibis their duty, to put themselves
at the head of the benevolent and religious
euterprises -that the times demand. Com:

munism has no argument against wealth
rightly used. Christianity would command
the faith.of the world, did the rich men who
confess Christ devote even half their wealth
to benevolence and the elevation of society
They would have something to live for worthy
of a'man’s best efforts, and worthily. rank with
men of genius and talents whoso works have
blossed the world.—Central Christian Adys-
oate,

Question Corner.—No, 17.

" THACHING IN SUNDAY.SCHOOL.

You sit down’ before your class, and you ob-
serve at once that, though they are ready to
give you a certain courteous attention, their
thoughts are otherwhere than on the losson of
to-day. Their minds aro preoccupied. Thiy |
pretty girl is full of her new spring toilet,
That one 18 trying to ascertain how many
yards of material it required to make a certain

has o lover, and last evoning he whispered in
hev car some words so. silvery sweet that all
day long they have been singing in her heart.
You must first win their attention from the
presant which engrosses it, to the eight or ton
verses on which you bave been expending so
much thought and force. Now this is really
no hardship. Itis what every preacher of the |-
gospel has to do every Sunday of his life; and |
you, to somo extent, are sharer of his office.
Men and women go to church and sit there in

minds are roving to the ends of the earth, and
their imaginations aro caught in the toils of
the shop, the kitchen, or the spring house-
cleaning. Their minister must somehow lift
thera up into a clearer atmosphere, and this is
what you must try to do for your cluss before

say: ¢ I read o very wonderful thing about
Ninevah, last weok,” and then you may tell
it. 'You may invite somebody to define * at-
dention.” Your first und most imperative busi-
ness is to oxert, your own personality in such
a manner as to arrest the group and compel its
going on with you. You can do this provided

subject,, and fortified by trustiul prayer.—
8. 8, Times,” 967 L :

3 :W{E:M. professe}l@hnstmn, the dtﬁer.day,
who W,v,g,g.’gtua.llyjm,eélﬁgg for, future salvation
upon an experience already. twenty years old.

judging from his outsward life, the most of

him. No giving up, such as we refer to, is
really effectual only as it is persisted in, You
u :igi up all”’ twenty years ago? That is ex-
\

But unless

cellf dyou, have also given up

all éich day since and continue to do so each

wag reported thut the Suciety, during the pust
eight yeurs, hascirculuted about eighty thou-
sand sermong as loan fracts, to:. be returned
after reading. The Buciety has-no less thau
thirty-seven out-stations in different parts of

rich man died, the only question usked aboub
him bd§ been, “How much money did he
leaye ?""'What u poorand impoverished life such
a question suggests ! It has utterly ~ failed ih

But whiallude to it here ‘b0 speuic of tho

lesson that that bit of foil improssed upon us

all that males the possession of wealth ‘desir-

outward propriety of behavior, while their | 127,

you havg coms prepared thoroughly on your|i,

4. A horned and untamuble animul’ pé¥

“whal he then gave up:had sinde come bnck to | 6.

Ilugh McKerchor, Frankhn, O, 1
Ladgt Coruwall, Conn , 3; Coustanoe I Logle, Newcastle,

Stephen S, Stevens, Hopoweld 1L N, 2,55 ],
son, Pranktown,
R. D Mooregy Selwyn, 0.,10.

Angwers to these quesfions shonld be sent 1n oy soon us

There are two or three ways of teaching. possible and nddressed Eniron NorTumky Messouger, Ic
i not necessary to write out the question, give morcly
the number of the quostion and tho wnswer, Tn writlug
lotters ulwuys give clearly the name of the place where
you live and tho initinls of the provinee inwhiok it iy

ituated.

BIBLE QUESTIONS.

plaiting on her companion’s dress. The third | 121. What tribe was condemned to perpetual

bondage, and by whoseord.. ?

122, What employment did, Joshua give the

Gibeonite bondinen ? -
. With what people was the first battle
%mght?by the Israclites after luaving
gypt P
4. Who hid one hundred prophets iu caves ¥
3. Iu whose funeral procession do we find
the first'mention of horsemen ?
..Who prophesicd that the Jews should
cat their own children ¢
‘Who did tho Lord make & texror to him-
golf und his friends, and why P~
. Who prophesied that Judah should be
curred into' Babylon, and where is it
rocorded ?
. Where do we read of u collection being
tuken, and for what purpuse ?

you fairly launch into the lesson. 130. What criminal in his confession said, “I
You may do it in several ways. You may saw, I coveted, Ttook?’- - . -

What old man is said to have felt none of
the infirmities of old age P
. 'Who expressed a desiro to be “ where the
wicked ceasc from troubling and the
. oveary, are at rost P’ .
SCRIPTURE ENTGMA.,
A woman who guarded the bodies
slain mon. <8
. A Quoen who was good and beautiful,
- & Roman official who trembled under the

reasoning of Paul. L
Vo uised

8
oL Boven
5

for sacrifice.

At that time, he . said, he -gave up all. Bat|s. A climbing plant of rapid growth"; under

which the prophet Jonah once sat.

The name givon to a fierce wind mentioned
in Acts.

"The initials give that which Christ promised

to believers in time of trouble.
ANSWERS TO BIBLE QUESTIONS IN NO. 16.

day to come, you can finally hope for but little| 97. Moses to Hobab, Num., x. 29.

from that twenty years old nct. Consecration| 98. David, of Sauland Jonathan, 2 Sum. i. 23,

is not an wct to be once attended to and then| 99, Shamgar, Judges iii. 31. .

loft forever to tuke care of itself. It includes)100, Pharaok’s daughter, because she drew

all time us well as ull pos-essions,—everything him out of the water, Ex. ii. 10.

placed on the altur forever, aud kept there.|10l. Ho held his peace, Lev. x. 3.

Do not risk your eternal possessions by relying | 102. In the valley of Moab, Deut. xxxiv, 6.

upon an old title deed that may long since [ 103. Scer, 1 Sam. ix. 9. '

have become invalid.—Morning Star. 104. One thousand and five, 1 Rings iv. 82
Tutz rram for abandoning the use of tracts | 106. The song of the well, Num, xxi. 17,18.

us helps in Christian work does not seem to|106. Benhadad, King of Assyria, 2 Kings viii.

haveyot arrived—oertainly not in Europe. Hla. o

To the owner of # well filled library, tractsj107. Jair, 1 Chron. xi. 22.

may sppear an antiquated device ; but thero | 108. Tiglathpileser, first King of Assyrin, 2

3,r§ peoplle glad to get any 1xsort of Ii:zading, Kings xv. 20. .

who welcome tracts as eargerly as inthe earl TR 1O R

days of their use. Manyreports from the Pari); ANSWER TO ENIGMa.

Exhibition, this Kear, show that tructs, espeei-| 1. P-nul, 1 Tim. 1. L.

ally in the French language, are much sought,] 2. A-bel, Gen. iv. 11.

One visitor writes that, in forty-five years’ex.| 3. T-imothy, 2 'Fim. iii. 16.

verience in tract distribution, he has never| 4. I-sraelites, Exod. xix. 4.

seen such a desire to obtuin them, InLondon,| 5. E-sau, Gen. xxv. 33.

tracts seem no less popular. At s recent an-| 6. N-athaniel, Johmn ix. 17-49.

nual meeting of the “Sermon Tract Society,’’| 7. C-anaun, Ex. iii. 8.

connected with Mr, Spurgeon’s Tabernacle,it| 8. B-phraimn, Gen, xlviii. 20. ..

CORRECT ANSWERS RECRIVED.

1o No. 15.~Ingh Mcliercher, Pranktown, 0., 1y

Harry ¥ Gowea, Kingser, .

To No, 14 —F Bromler, ¢ amerou Mils, X. Y., 11;
2; Walter I, Seelye,

Englwd‘ , . g B&. 1:”.-\su =\l‘( Mcl)ﬁwe!ll T{}sn;l u]\'g(:f g 1 1!; l(\){ll'l:r"u
. s ' . Arnold, Sdckett's Harbor, N. Y, ; Jacob Rillam,

Ir nas maveeNEp .too often that when o Drosden, 0., 12; Lina hutl’mrlnml‘ m"q"m"”’noi" 12;

. Forgu—

0, 8

+ Andrew, Dorby, Lurham, 0.,4;

larry K. Gowen, Kingsoy, Quo., sends us s complete

lUst of augwers.

Inlly May Kfrkluml, New Waostminster, B. C.. sends the

answers to No. 12, 10 of which arpvorrect,



