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The enumeration of representative
miracles is still continued; but, at verse
9, 1t is Interrupted by an incident
which is mot a miracle—the Call of
Matthew. By this intrusion, however,
the continuity of sentiment is not bro-
ken; for the attitude of Jesus in deal-
ing with the paralytic and his pres-
ence among the former companions of
Matthew bring him before us in the
same character—as the Friend of Sin-
ners. As both incidents took place In
“his own city” (v. 1)=which was not
Nagzareth, but Capernaum, to which
he had removed, as we have already
learned in 4:13—it is not necessary to
look upon the call and declsion of Mat-
thew as altogether sudden. On the
contrary, the publican may have been
watching closely tne walk and conver-
sation of his fellow-citizen, and his de-
cision may have been the culmination
of many thoughts long stirring In his
mind. Even the paralytic may not
have been altogether ignorant of him
with whom he had to do.

The Son of Man and the Forgivenesa
of Sin.—In the series of miracles now
belng studled the place of faith is wor-
thy of close attention; and in this mir-
acle of the paralytic It is speclally pro-
minent. The falth of the four friends
who brought their bedridden neighbor
18 mentioned as moving Jesus to act.
Other instances as well as this one
prove that falth may be potent on be-
half of others no less than in one's
personal interest; and this is a wide
sphere wherein faith may exercise it-
self and grow strong. Had the faith
of the four friends been stimulated by
that of the paralytic himself? or was
it the opposite way—did they bring one
only partially willing, or at least very
dublous about the reception he would
recelve? It Is possible that his lliness
had been brought on by misconduct,
and that this may have made him shy
of belng brought into the presence of
One who was known to be a searcher
of the heart. In the looks he directed
toward Jesus and in the looks Jesus
cast on him, much may have been ex-
pressed of penitence on the one side
and pity on the other. If, as we are
told in verse 4, Jesus detected, without
words, the thoughts of the scribes,
much more might be transacted be-
tween sinner and Saviour through the
traffic of the eyes. At all events, Jesus
went straight to the higher blessing,
and, before saying a word about the
paralysis, told the man that his sins
were forgiven.

To the scribes this utterance gave
immediate offense; because they
thought he had spoken blasphemy
and was usurping the province of God.
But Jesus vindlcated the words he had
spoken by an incontrovertible argu-
ment: He had declared the man's sins
forgiven; but any one with hardihood
enough might do the same, for who
could tell whether or not in the invis-
ible world, where the forglveness of
sins must take place, anything had
really happened? Yes, but in the vis-
ible world, where every eye can see
what takes place, he would perform
that which was the counterpart and
equivalent of what, he alleged, had
taken place in the world invisible; and
there and then he told the paralytic
to stand up and walk.

Every concelvable intellectual device
has been employed to prove that Jesus
did not, In this or any case, forglve
sins, but only did what is done in cer-
tain Christian churches, when the min-
ister declares to those who are peni-
tent the « 'ne pardon, or what any
one who has orglven himself may do
when he assures the despairing that
God is merciful. But how easy it would
have been for Jesus to give this ex-
planation and so escape the charge of
blasphemy! Yet he did not give 1it.

Verse 8 18, Indeed, quoted as If 1t meant
that Jesus had only exercised a power
belonging to all men; but what the
beholders were rejoicing It was ra-
ther the great new gift glven “to men,”
that is, to mankind, in the glorious
healing and forgiving ministry of Jesus.

Jesus Among the Publicans.—There
is every probability that the Matthew
whose Gospel we are now studying and
the Matthew whose call to follow Jesus
is narrated here are one and the same
person; yet how quletly is the incldent
introduced! and the only other passage
in the Gospel where the name 1s men-
tioned Is in the next chapter, where
the whole reference consists of the four
words, “And Matthew the publican,”
What a contrast to some blographies
where the writer avalls himself of ev-
ery opportunity to drag in his own per-
sonality, and the book seems more a
life of the author than of the subject
of the blography! As quickly as pos-
sible Matthew imakes haste to disap-
pear behind the figure of his Master.
Indeed, the story of his call s here
told as if it were only an introduction
to the feast with the publicans and
sinners, at which Jesus was present,
and of the wonderful words he uttered
on that occasion.

When the evangelistic passion awoke
in Matthew's soul, his first impulse was
to get his former friends and associates
to listen to his new Master; and his
own personal popularity, as well as the
sensation created by his call, seems to
have made the gathering a large one.
As the fact that Matthew had been a
publican, and probably also a sinner
in a decided sense, did not prevent Je-
sus from calling him, so the character
of Matthew's assoclates did not pre-
vent Jesus from sitting down with
them or preaching to them the gospel.
Where should a physician be but where
disease is? and, the more desperate the
case, the more is he in his place when
he is on the spot, doing his utmost for
suffering humanity.—8. 8. Times,

THE YEAR OF OUR LORD.

To know that we are sent upon God's
errand, under his Spirit's guldance, in-
to a world which he controls; to walk
In confidence with Christ and work
with him, to find him in the brother-
hood of men, the affections and re-
freshments of home, in the beauty of
God's handiwork and man's; even in
the stress of business, the shock of
trouble and the valley of the shadow
of death; to use our time and strength
for him and help, not hinder, in his
revelation of himself to men—by these
things and by these only shall we ob-
tain the best the new year offers. It
can never in the deepest sense be our
year till 1t is Christ's. Then it may
become a stone to be built into the
temple of God's glory, a thrilling note
in the great music which shall express
the redeemed and growing life of man
on earth.

A PRISONER'S REFLECTIONS.
Bv C. H. Wetherbe.

The editor of the Sunday School
Times recently printed a letter which
he had recelve. from a man in prison,
in an eastern state. It s a long letter,
and I will quote only a small part of
it, as follows: “I am an inmate of this
penal Institution. I have a sentence of
elght years and four months, of which
three years and four months still re-
main to be served. Since my incarcer-

ation I have been studying and doing
all In my power to Improve myself and
make a decent citizen of myself. I, at
first, was trying to do this without the
help of Christ. I figured that as T had
managed to get Into this state without
help. 1 ought to get out without call-
ing on Jesus. I was thus struggling
along until one day a chance remark,
made by a fellow inmate, called my at-
tention to the religious side of the
question. The remark was, ‘T wish I
could see nnd accept Jesis’ help toward
A better life as easlly as I accepted
the help of Satan’ The remark
brought a flood of thought to me, and
I saw that I had had help to scramble
down, although the devil had cunning-
ly allowed me to think I was ‘It,’ or, In
other words, the whole thing."”

1 wish that my readers could have
the whole of this intensely Interesting
letter before them; but what I have
quoted 1s greatly significant. That
man Is suffenring year after year as one
result of his criminal sins. He now
frankly acknowledges that it was his
own fault which brought him to prison.
He does not put the blame upon any-
one else.

Another good feature is, he Is anx-
lous to become a much better man.
He wants to make “a decent citizen”
of himself, when the time shall come
for his release from prison. He 1s aw-
fully tired of such a life as he had
llved. Nothing could induce him to
repeat such a course.

Then note his conclusion, that he
could not make himself what he ought
to be by his own powers. He strug-
gled to better himself, but falled. He
came to the hour when he realized that
he needed and must have the help of

Christ. This Is the best of alll He °

got Satan's help to ruin himself, even
without asking for It; now he asks
Christ to help him out of the pit where
he got in so easily, and I am sure that
He will,

The final purpose of the shining lives
of the children of God is that men may
glorify the Father in heaven. 8pir-
tural magnetism is to draw men to
God. ©Our winsomeness in Christ is
also for Christ. Only then ls the Chria-
tian life truly attractive when others
are drawn by us but past us to Jesus
Himself for a supply of that same life
which has filled our character and in-

A PRAYER.

O Lord, we pray that Thou wouldst
help us day by day as we go in and out
in the discharge of the common and
constantly recurring duties, the little
things which make up the sum of our
lives. Oh! that they may be great
even whilst small, because they are
done as unto the Lord. And may all
our trivial tasks and transient circum-
stances help to the more i

fl with alluring grace.

Human sympathy Is of the faintest
kind, compared with God's sympathy.
Perhaps you have never thought that
he is sorry for you in your weakness,
or sickness, or disappointment, or trou-
ble. But he is sorry for all of us. And
yet mot sorry in the sense that will pre-
vent him from doing the best thing for
us. God loves us enough to discipline
us.

My faith 1s that there is a far great-
T

P of
the greatest thing, hearts filled with
Thy love and with Thyself. Teach us,
we pray Thee, the secret of peace and
of power. May we keep firm hold of
Thy hand, whatever we have to do,
and wherever It may lead us. And may
we, in our new circumstances, find the
old strength coming with new power to
us, and fitting us for each moment as
its emerges from the dark. Amen.

@ t of revelation given to guide
each man Ly the principles lald down
in the Bible, by conscience and by
Providence, than most men are aware
of. It is not the light which s defec-
tive. It is an eye to see it.—Norman
Macleod.

The best service we can render is a
sacrifice with which God is well pleas-
ed, no matter how imperfect 1t may be.




