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well read among llioni, thonsoiuls would most undoubted-
ly gludly embrace its gracious nud free salvntiun, instead
of U3penduig upon "those couunanumenta ofmen which
render the Word of God of none oftect;'~.Matt. xv. 2, 8.A decree of the Cour.cil of Trent savH, that " if any one
8hall say that justifying faith is nothing else than confi-
dence in the Divine mercy pardoning sins for Chrisfn
sf.ke, or that it is that confidence alone bv which we are
justified, let him be accursed." This i..; the root of all the
other errors of Romanism. They do not believe that
Christ alone is able or sufficient to w>ve us— they do not
trust his merits^ sufferings, death, and intercession alone,
as we are so often ex: ted to do in the Holy Bible, but
all kinds ol good works., they say, our own, together with
as many as we can buy, or borrow, from saint?, and
the prayers of the Cl vg^^, of the Virgin Mary, of depart-
ed saints, and of angel ^, who arc proved to s' ^etines
more than God himself, all these besides suffe-' rco'in
a great imaginary fiie called Purgatory, +^ i'mish in us
what our good works, or the blood of Christ could n*)t fin-
ish, are necessary to our salvation !

Now the Catholic clergy of Eng.and say that a!i this is
new in the Chrisiiaii Church, nav.but that such doctrines
were never formally embraced by any part -f Christen-
dom before the Council uf Trent, which Council only
completed the mischief of the dark ages. We believe ft
to be the destruction of all Gosrel doctrine, and to detract
from Gods glory and from Christ's merits and death, to
hive recourse to any other merits than his own, nay, butwe believe ourselves so full of sin, and all our i)rayera, ^web as those of all other saints, even including tlie blessed
virgm, so imperfect, as not to be worth ofrenng ui) to
God except through the all-atoninir sacrifice once offered
for the sins of the whole world. We believe also that
good works are necessary, bu.; not meritorious; thcv are
necessary to shew our gratitude to God for the unspeak-
able gift of his own dear 8on ; and " when we have done
all ttiat which is commanded us," we are t. ught bv our
blessed Lord to «ay « we are still unprofit(d:)le servants."—
Luke XVII. 10. How then can any of our works be meri-


