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! and depression ; a most affecting publie calamity befol Saint John, a cir-
i cuit, which, since the formation of the Sovie_l_\'. had contributed the larg-
& est amount of any in the district to the missionary cause ; yet we have are
i * not only to state that the ordinary income of this Auxiliary is above ratj
that of last year, but that the Saint John Branch sent to the mission dee,
fund a larger amount than had ever hi:al_l remitted before. This hun
2 is a pleasiog Jmm!' that the missionary cause is supported frem duty and hay,
‘ principle, and will not, thérefore, be arrested in its progress, or neglected 'Dd'
{ in its claims, by flames that partially consume, or watgrs that occasionally ! alrg;
| overwhelm. ! i sam,
| angd
Respecting the state and prospects of the Parent Society’s operations, y the
the Committee in their'last report observe, had they ‘“ to dwell upos the |
absence of encouraging success in their endeavours to promote the/evan- | In
gelization of the heathen, and the decay of that spirit of zeal and liberality | turg
which has hitherto replenished the funds of the Society ;—werethey com- | ur,
pelled to admit as a facy that the state of the Missions, generally, was reas¢
sueh as to warrant the presumption that the plans and principles upon | resu|
which modern Mlssions are founded are not calculated to advance the West
cause of Christ in henthen mations, except ip a very limited degree; that altog,
when the work has reached a certain point it becores stationary, or is Congj,
seen to retrograde, aad that thus the conversion of the whole world to d Mish
Christianity, remains, es yet, a matter of pure faith ;—and were it obvi- €vide
ous, mereover, that in consequence of the growing conviction that this § - fnag
is the case, the cause of Missions was gradually losing its hold upon the [ chief]
public mind,—the Commitiee would address themselves to their anoual ! ’:lcu
task'of reporting the state end prospects of the Seciety, with feelings ] Schog
widely differing from those by which they are astually influenced. For
it is ir privilege gratefully to acknowledge an amount of success at-
enterprise, the anticipation of which by the
Mis

tending the ,Miuionnry
friends of Missions living in the last generation would have subjected
them to the charge of the wildest enthusiasm. They can adduce facts
80 numerous and of so decisive a character as to demonstrate that the

] Swe

Gospel, in the handg of the Missionaries, and applied by the Holy Spirit,
over every form of idolatry and error, and of |
the ny,

(
is capable of !riuméﬂing

raising the most debased and demoralized of the buman specles to the
Jevel of Christian and civilized society. They dare confidently to invite ‘!!sxi,,,,,,
Y the

attention to the character and tendency of those operations which are
on wherever Missions hive been planted among the

constantly goin
heathen, from the firm conviction that every reflecting mind will, in the
of the rising gene-
' Mengy)

creation of & native agency and the religious trainin
ration, discover reason to conclude that the work of Christianity, under
the continued blessing of Heaven, may be carried on in the world to an Tespecy
extent only limited by the want of the appoisted means for its further he egty
prosecution.” ¥ Slong,
\ r [
The following are extracts from the General Repert. ¢°e'r3,,,'
Mitteg i
Ceufn‘ C

. MISSIONS IN IRELAND.

To this interesting portion of the United Kingdom the Society conti-
nues to devote a small portion of its labours and its funds, on the simple
ground that after all that has been done, or is likely to.be done, by the
more regular and usual methods of ministerial instruction and pastoral
care, whether by the Established Church or by the auxiliary exertions of
our own and of other denominations of Christians, there must and does
remain a large mass of the populati pecially in the r and
lepst-favoured distrigts, and in those where the Irish language still co
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