Huns Attack British with Gas and Artillery, but
" Prevented from Leaving Trenches — Reported
Germans Making Ready for Attack on Suez

* Canal—Quiet Along Various Fronts.

-
a, Dec. 18—Maswes of German
toward the western front re-
gently, according to news that has
feached here since the reopening of
the frontier at Constance and the Lin-
dau frontier.
The frontier is still closed at Basle.

German Positiolns Successfully Bom-
barded.

Parls, Dec. 19.—French artillery
last night bombarded, with excellent
results the German positions south-
eastof St. Michiel, in the Apremont
salient, according to the official state-
ment given out today by the French
war office. The statement adds that
about 40 bombs = were dvopped on
buildings at the station of Sablons,
just south of the German fortress of
Metz.

Berlin, Dec. 19, via London—French
aviatore launched another = attack
against the German fortress of Metz
last night, but the only result was
- i gamage to property, says the official
ent issued he G

A Failure, Berlln Says.

3 ¥

London, Dec. 19.—The following of-
ficia} statement was issued dounight:

“Karly this morning the enemy dis-

harged gas against our line to the

Phortheast of Yipres, accompanied by a
heavy bomberdment. Except at a few
places where they were driven back
before reaching our lines, they were
prevented from leaving their trenches
by our fire, Our protective measures
against gas proved effective and our
line is everywhere intact.

“Except for artillery activity on
both sides, there has been mo further
development during the day. The hose

. tile artillery was unusually active
east of Ypres and also against our
trenches west and south of Messines.
“The enemy blew up two mines in
front of our tremches east of Armen-
tieres early this morning. Hostile in-
fantry attempted to occupy. the cra.
ters but were driven off by our rifie
fire.
“Om' the rest of the front there is
nothing fmportant to report. Am en-
emy aeroplane was brought down by
our fire today east of Armentieres.”
London, Dec. 19.—During the relax-
ation in all the offensive campaigns,
oxcapt the Italian pressure on the
usirlans, which has ‘ollowed the ex-
lon of the Serbina army from its
n ‘country, Buropean intereet is fo-
¢used upon the prababilities of some
pew but as ye: undeveloped upheaval.
It eppears to bo taken for gramted
on all gides tha* the policy of the
Central Powers w'il be to artempt to
gain a decision ¢omewhere,’ while
tneir opponents will prefer to devote
the winter to prepuraiions for warfare
in the spring,

There is much discussion in Great
Britads of g reported Turko-German
sttempt upomi the Suez Canal Mes-

keys for their
A majority of the English writers
who know BEgypt, declare that such a

Bremen and a torpedo boat in the Bal-
tic Sea through a submarine attack.
It is presumed that the submarine was
one of the English undersea squadron
which recently has shown enterprises
in those waters.

No Change in Balkans.

The Turks ¢ to have sunk a Bri-
tish monitor in the Figris river, near
Kut-El-Amare. g

The Greek situatjon remajle un:
changed. The (ireek government is re-
ported to have formally protested
against the Entente Allies fortifying
outside Saloniki, This protest may be
of the same character as the one lodg-
ed againgt the first landing of troops,
which wa# then described as merely a
technical one, to keep the record clear.

Henry Ford's peace party arrived in
Christiania this morning, and was wel-
comed informally by professors and
clergymen and the American minister.
Despite the fact that the party has no
official status Norwegian- hospitality
and the warm friendship of the Nor-
weglans towards Americans assures
the peace party an interdsting so-
Journ durk Aree 4TS, M8V,

B I to the British army in
France prior to his turning over the
command of the British forces to Gen-
eral Sir Douglas Haig. In it he assert-
ed the eomviction that a glorious end-
ing to their efforts was not far distant,

The Harl of Derby, director recruit-
ing, today told & London audience that
ke had found the heart of the country
was right. He prédicted a victory for
the Entente Allies at an earlier date
than many persons expected. The re-
cruits mobilized under the Earl of
Derby’s plan have already begun dril-
ling in several cities, so that' they
may have some military schooling
when they are formally called to
arms.

R

Rallway Station Bombarded.

Paris, Dec. 19.—The official state:
ment issued tomight says:

“In Champague heavy artillery fire,
directed on the first lines of the enemy
to the south of Sainte Marie-A-Py, has
given excellent results,

“In the region of Saint Mihiel ef-
fective ehelling = of Chauvancourt
brought about a reply from the ememy
artillery, which was stopped immedi-
ately By our fire, Last night one of our
squadrons, composed of seven aero-

planes, dropped on the Sablons ra.ﬂwnyi

station at Metz, 51 shells of 80 cali-
bre, and two shells of 155 calibre. One
of our machines, on account of motor
trouble, was obliged to make a landing,
which was accomplished without inci-
dent within our lines near Dieulouard,
to the south of Pont A Mousson.

Brig-Gen. Holman Wounded

London, Dec. 19—Brigadier General
Herbert Campbell Holman, of the Six-
teenth Cavalry, India army, is report-
ed to have been wounded on the bat-
tlefleld §n France.

Gen, Holman, in 1910, was attach-
ed to the army headquarters in India,
as general staff officer. He was an
attache with the Russian forces in
Manchuria in 1905, at the time of the
Russian-Japanese war. He served
with the Wuntho (Burma) expedition
4n 1891, when he was elightly wound-
ed.

On- Italian Front

Rome, Dec. 19, via London, Dec. 20
—The following official communica-
tion was issued today:

“Despite the fact tliat stormy weath-
er on the mountains and rain and fog
on the plaing is hampering our oper-
ations, the ctivity of our troops has
not been relaxed. On the northern
slopes of Monte San Midhele our in
fantry detachments surrounded a hos-
tile position which made a salient in
our lines, &nd captured ¥ in.a sur
prise attack. We took 110: prisoners,
inciuding two officers.”

Russian Report,

Petrogred, via London, Dec. 19.—~The
official communication fesued from
general headquarters today reads:

“Western (Russian) front: North of
Lake Miadziol, @n enemy ocolummn,
which imprudently got within range ot

Unable to Attack Allies at Sai-
oniki Single-handed—Greek
Officials Arrange for Trans-
portation to Supply Anglo-
French Troops.

Panis, Dec. 18—A despatch to the
Havas Agency ¢rom Saloniki etates
that a representative of the minister
of railways bas taken the necessary
measures and can assure transporta-
tion facilities to supply the Alled
arm troops at the front, in conformity
with an agreement between the Greek
general staff and the generals com-
manding the Allled forces.

Arrange-
ments also are being made to increase |

e telegraph communications.
Germans Not 3tr6n¢ Enough.

London, Dec, 19.—A despatch to
Reuter’s trom Saloniki states that the
Allies front remains stationary, The
Bulganians show no disposition to in-
vade Greek territory, and there are no
glgns of Austro-Germany waotivity. The
prevailing opinion s thet the Bulgar-
jamg will hesitate to enter Greece while
the Austro-Germans are unprepared
for an offensive, if imdeed they com.
template such a move. :

According to local newspapers, the

Lo

astir.

London, Dec. 18—The Athens cor-
respondent of Reuters dis authority for
the statemént that the Greek govern-
ment has lodged a formal protest with
the Ententé Powens against the fonti-
fication of Saloniki by the Allied
forces,

Still Bargaining with Greece.

Paris, Dec. 19.—Telggraphing from
Athens, under date of December 18,
the Havas correspondent says:

“Premier Skouloudis declared to the
representative of an Athens newspa-
per today (Saturday) the report that
the German minister had informed
him the Tentral Powers intended to
violate Greek territory was unfound-
ed,

The inaction for four days of the
German and Bulgarian troops on the
Greek frontier, however,” the corres-
pondent adds, “is attributed as much
to diplomatic, as to military reasons,
and ft is thought that the Germans are
not sufficlently strong to attack the
Allies alone, and are trying to over
come the objections to" Bulgarian ac-
tion on Greek sofl.

“In pofitcal circles it is stated that
no official negotiations have begun. It
is believed, however, the government
has opened diplomatic conversations
|on this subject with the German min
ister setting forth the complications
which are likely to result from the en-
try ot Bulgariang into Greece, wHich
would offend the pride of the Greek
population and provoke the army.

“The optimism shown in official cir
cles is explained by the supposition
that Germany has given assurances
that Greece's representations “will be
taken into account.”

Another despatch from the Havas
correspondent at Athens daye:

“Government and diplomatic circles
glye the impression that the Central
Powers will turn their attention to the
Serbs, and Italians in Albania, unless
the Entente Allies are reinforced at
Saloniki and so change the military
equilibrium In the Balkans.

“News from Saloniki is to the effect
that the situation at the front is un-
changed. Air scouts of the Entente Al
lies report the concentration of Bul.
garian troops in proximity to the
Greek frontier, and ‘the arrival of re-
inforcements at Doiran.

“The German and Austrian consuls
have left Saloniki for Monastir, with
their staffs and the contents, of the
archives. Before leaving, the Aus-
trian and German consuls warned the
subjects of their countries to prepare
days.
to leave the Greek port within fifteen

“Bulgarian deserters deolare that
during the battle at Valandovo the
Bulgarians exposed sixty Serblan pri-
soners of war to French artillery fire.
All the prisoners were killed.”

l

our antiliery fire, was dispersed with
Jowe.
. “On Friday night about ten o'clock
| the enemy twice opened an offensive
against the rallway station at Podche
revitchi, but was repulsed by our fire.
<
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Coast Wrecked

VENA SGTS N~
" \BGUING ANCOBK CISE

Munit ions P Iant Text of Reply to American Note Made Public— Washii;gton

French Cruiser

oss of Crusier Bremen and Tor-
o Boat in Baltic Sea. :

German' hy-

 air station at

I the sea close
ed and fired
apoint ten
euport, ' One

fell into the
board were

been sumk by 'a eu e in the ens-
tern Baltic sea. The anhouncement
stated that a considerable portion of
the crews of oth vessels were saved.

The Bremen was buiit in 1903, Bhe
had a displacement of 3,250 tons, was
340 feet long and 431 feet beam and
in peace times carried a crew of about
300 ien.

London, Deec, 20.—The Daily Mail's
Copenhagen correspondent says he

.| lesqms that the torpedoing of the Ger-

Batteries Hammering
Turks at Dardanelles!

man cruiser Bremen' and the German

Dispatches - Second Communication - Reiterating

De-

mands Made in First Message.

Washington, Dec. 18.—Having prac-;
tically completed what is said to be
almost an abrupt 'dismissal of Aus-
tria’s arguments concerning the sink-
ing of the Ancona, Secretary Lansing
this afternoon gave out the text of
Austria’s note. Its most significant
feature is its insistence on discussion
of the evidende and the principles in-
volved. It asks almost plaintively
“why America refuses to an exchange
of correspondence which it has con-
ducted with another government in
other cases.” The Austrian: foreign
office criticizes the American demand
on the ground “that they might well|
have warranted the expectation that|
the government of the United States|
should precisely specify the actual |
circumstances of the affair upon
which it bases its case.” The Vien-
na foreign office also points out that|
the United States falled “to designate;

ed preliminary to a thorough ana mers
torious treatment of the demand, has
the homor to observe that the sharp-
ness with which the government of the
United States considers it necessary
to blame the commanding officer of
the submarine concerned in the affair
and the firmmess in which the de-
mwands addressed to the imperial and
royal government appear to be ex-
pressed, might well have warranted
the expectation that the government
of the United States should precisely
specify the actual circumstances of
the affair upon which it bases its case.
Ag it is pot difficult to perceive, the
presentation of the facts in the casg in
the aforesaid note leaves room for
many doubts and even if this presen-
tation were correct im all points and
the most rigorous legal conception
were n.p‘b\“led tp the judgment of the
case, it does not on any way suflicient-

torpedo boat occurred Friday night!the persons upon whose testimony it|ly warrant attaching blame to the

close to Libau, while the Bremen was
returning, with lights out, from an in-
spection of the entramce to the Fin-
nish Gulf,
thet the ettack was made by two Brit-
igh submarines.

‘and Land

relied.” It amgues that the United
States goverament attributes a higher
degree of credibility to those unnam-

,the submarine. The note declares
Austria ready and willing to “enter
into an exchange of views.”

It is also expressad.in.friendly-
guage, that the o e
| to relatives who lost loved omes on the
Ancona is a matter for further discus.
sion. The note concludes that Aus-
llrla reserves to itself “full freedom
of maintaining its own legal views
in the discussion of the case of the
Ancona.”

|

|

Secretary Lansing gave out at the’
isame time a copy of the Austrian ad-
‘miralty’s official statement on whlch‘
the United States position has been

Constantinople, Dec. 19, via London the enemy.fired a great number oOf pageq,

(11.19 a. m.)—Anglo-French squad-
rons and Allied land batteries yester-
day bombarded Turkish positions at
Aviburnu, and at Alji, on Gallipoli
peninsula, says the official statemgent
issued today by the Ottoman war de-
partment:

« “In Mesopotamia,
are said
works of every description in front

Turkish

of the British main position near | “One cruiser and one monitor bom-! Secretary of State

Kut-El-Amara.

The text says: “Near Aviburnu

bombs against our right wing. One
cruiser and three armored monitors,
as well as land batteries bombarded
our positions from different directions
Our antillery successfully peplied.
“Near Seddul Bahr our artillery,
December 17, sank one of two tugs

|

troops,in the Narrows, which were debark- have been cabled tonight to Ambas- | 4 0
to be destroying defense|ing men and ammunition. The de- sador Penfield for presentation to the| 008 for the demands set forth in its

lbnrkntloin was interrupted. .
barded the meighborhood of Alji, but
caused no damage.”

Russian Forces Quit

Roumanian Border For

Attack in Buckowina:

London, Dec. 19.—There has been
considerable speculation in London
for some time as to what has become
of the Russian troops which concen-
trated on the Roumanian border sev-
eral weeks ago, with the apparent in-
tention of entering the Balkan con-
fiict. At the time when Russian co-
operation in the Entente Allies’ cam-
paign would have been the most for-
tuitions they were described, in all re-
ports, as poised on the Roumanian
frontier, ready for an immediate inva-
sion of Bulgaria, but after weeks of
suspense, during which repeated ru-
mors converted ~the long-heralded
move into an accomplished faet. it was
1 ed that the Russiap fincursion
never advapced beyond the prepara-
tory stage.

Recently an absolute lack of new de-
velopments regarding the Russian
plan’ in this quarter led most obseryers
to decide that hopes for a Russian in-
terference were either premature or
based upon circumstances since alter-
ed. It is now reported that the Rus-
‘dﬂ force is being withdrawn from
the Roumanian border.

Despatches to the Telegraph from
Rotterdam quote the Berliner Tage-
blatt to the effect that the greater
part of the Russian army concentrat-
ed in this section has already been
moved from Reni northward to Buko-
wina, and that all plans for attacking
the Bulgarians has been abandoned in
favor of & new offensive against Buko-
wina. 5

Rt )

SEIZE STEAMER
| WITH SEVERAL
 HUNS ABOARD

Str. United States Captured—

New American Note On Its Way

Washington, Dec. 19--The new
American note to Austria-Hungary re-
garding the sinking of the Italian
steamshilp Ancora is understood to

!Vienna foreign office. !
Lansing and|
othér officials of the State Depart.
|ment declined to divulge any informa-
Itjon concerning the communlcanon.i
{From other reliable sources, however,l
came a strong intimation that the
Iﬂnn’l draft of the note had been com-|
gplebed by Secretary of State Lansing|
{during the day, and had been put in|
jcode and started on its way over the‘
cables. !
| A veil of secrecy has surroundp,di
{the communication ever since a White
!;House messenger carried a prelimin-
jary draft from President Wilson to,
Secretary of State Lansing last nlght.{

However, it is known that the secre-
tary spent considerable time last
night and today at work developing
the idea the President has outlined.
Ag completed, the note is believed to
have been considerably more lengthy
than the first.

Unless there are unforeseen devel-
opments, the note should be delivered
in Vienna by Wednésday night. It
will be made public when Secretary
of State Lansing is advised that it has
reached the Austro-Hungarian foreign
office. A prompt reply is requested,
and officlals are of the opindon that
one will come within ten days.

Certain portions of the text of the
{new note were sald tonight to be near-
ly identical with portions of the first.
The demands of the United States,
which are reiterated, are for disavow-

]

commanding officer of the war vessel
or to the imperial and Toyal govem-
ment; The government of the United

The correspondent adds|{ped persons than to the commander of | States has also failed to desigmate the

persons upon whose testimony it e
lies and to “whom it appaeemtly believes

whatsoever a8 to the number, names
and more precise\raw of the Amenri-
can citizens who were on hoard of the
said steamer at the critical moment.

Ready to Parley.

“However, in view of the fact that
the Washington cabinet has now made
a positive statement to the effect that
citizens of the United States of Ame
erica, came to grief in the incident in
question, the imperial and voyal gove
ernment is dn principle ready to enter
into an exchange of views in the aft-
falr with the government of the Unit-
ed States. It must, however, in the
first place, raise the question w
government failed to give judt

note with reference to the special cir
cumstfnces of the incriminating
events upon which it lays stress and
why, in leu thereof, it refused to an
exchange of correspondence which it
has conducted with another govern-
ment in other cases. The imperial
and royal govermment is the less able
to follow the Washington cabmet on
this unusual path since it by no means.
possesses authentic knowledge of all
the pertinent correspondence of the
government of the Umited States, nor
is it of th opinion that such knowledge
might be sufficlent for it in the pres.
ent case, which in so far as it is jn-
formed, is in ntial points of an-
other nature than the case or cases
to which the government of the Unit.
ed States seems to allude.

“The imperial - and royal govern.
ment may therefore leave it to the
Washington cabinet to formulate the
particular points of law against which
the commanding officer of the subma-
rine is alleged to have offended on the
occasion of the sinking of the Ancona.

‘“The government of the United
States has also seen fit to refer to the
attitude which the Berlin cahinet as-
sumed in the above mentioned corres-
pondence.: The imperial amnd royal
government finds in the much esteem-
ed note no indication whatever of the
intent with which this reference was
made. Should, however, the govern-
ment of the United States thereby
have intepded to express am opinion

Carried Number of Germans |a), punishment of the submarine com-{to the effect that a prejudice of what-

and Austrians en route to
New York,

London, Dec.

manden, and reparation by the pay-
|ment of an indemnity for the Amert-|
cans killed and injured. {

Austria-Hungary's rejoinder to thej
first note contained an implied request
for details regarding the American
|citizens who were killed or injured.

19.—The ¢ Danish|The State Department, it is said, bas/dom of maintaining

ever nature existed for the imperial
and royal government with respect to
the judicial consideration of the affair
in gquestion this government must in
order to preclide possible misunder-
standings declare that as a matter of
course it reserves to itself full free-
its own legal

steamer United States was brought:been unable to secure all of theseyijews in the discussion of the case of

into the Clyde by a British warship
Friday night, being diverted from her

route while on the way from Copen:,

hagen to New York. A large number
of Germans and Austrians, with large
sums of money in their possession, are
said to be aboard, The mails from
the ship were.put ashore.

The steamer United States sailed
trom New York Nov. 18; and arrived
at Copenhagen December 1. She safled
from that port for New York Dec. 12,
She belongs to the Seandinavian-Am-
erican Line.

ndmes, and even though it has some|
of them,-they probably have not been
furnished to the Austro-Hungarian
|government. The United States is
!represented as being determined: not}
to enter into any discussion of such!
details; this government being pri:
miraly cohcerned with the principles
and the violations of law and neutral-
ity rights involved.

State Department
says: \

“In the tnatter of the sinking of the
Hallan steamer Acona, the undersign-

1 this afternoon

the Ancona.

“In having the honor to reply to the
kindness of his excellency the ambas-
sador of the United States of America,
with the most respectful request to
be good enough to communicate the
foregoing to the American govern-
ment, and on this occasion to state
that while the imperial and royal gov-
ernment, in no less degree that the
American government and under all
circumstances, mosat sincerely de-
plores the fact of the innocent victime

(Continued on page 2)




