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Munitions Plant Text of Reply to American Note Made Public— Washington
Dispatches Second Communication Reiterating De­

mands Made in First Message.

Germem R 
OnSyrian

Unable to Attack Allies at Sal- 
onlki Single-handed—Greek 
Officials Arrange for Trans­
portation to Supply Anglo- 
French Troops.

Huns Attack British with Gas and Artillery, but 
Prevented from leaving Trenches — Reported 
Germans Making Ready for Attack on Suez 
Canal—Quiet Along Various Fronts.

Coast Wrecked 
By French-Cruiser ed preliminary to a thorough aaw nmo 

tortou» treatment of the demand
Washington, Dec. 18.—Having prac­

tically completed what is said to be 
almost an abrupt dismissal of Aus- 
trla’s arguments concerning the sink-

-oss of Crusier Bremen and Tor- “
o Boat in Baltic Sea.

the toner to observe diet the
V.* ness with which the government of the 

United States conedders it necessary 
to bkune the commanding officer of 
the submarine concerned in the affair 
and the firmness in which the de­
mands addressed to the Imperial and 
royal government appear to he ex­
pressed, might well have warranted 
the expectation that the government 
of the United States should precisely 
specify the- actual circumstances of 
the affair upon which it bases tts case. 
As k Is not difficult to perceive, the 
presentation of the tacts In the case to 
the aforesaid note leave® room for 
many doubts and even If tints presen­
tation were correct to all points and 
the most rigorous legal conception 
were applied to the judgment of the 
case, It does not on any way sufficient­
ly warrant attaching blame to the 
commanding officer of the war vessel 
or to the Imperial and royal govern­
ment. The government of the United 
States has else failed to designate the 
persons upon whose testimony k re­
lies and to whom it i 
It. may attribute a 

It la alto expressed La friendly tea- credibility than to 
6W' that the ftatl*»ot,:rep,i«tt*|(#be*»toertal ao4 
to relatives who toot loved ones on the el8°
Ancona Is a matter for further discus- w-h«*aoever 
elon. The note concludes that Aus- «“d rn'ore precise tote of the Ament- 
tria reserves to itself "full freedom can 0161 zens w«re on board of the
of maintaining its own legal views 
in the discussion of the case of the 
Ancona.”

Secretary Lansing gave out at the 
same time a copy of the Austrian ad­
miralty’s official statement on which 
the United States" position has been 
based.

offer*. Dec. II—Masses of German 
towff toward the western front re­
cently, according to news that has 
reached here since the re-opening of 
the frontier at Constance and the Lto- 
dau frontier.-

The frontier Is still closed at Basle.

rr r^Pto. I#.—a d«p«ch « *.
It is presumed that the submarine was Havas Agency from Satonlkl states 
one of the English undersea squadron 
which recently has shown enterprises 
In those waters.

Beilin
Austria’s note. Its most significant 
feature to Its Insistence on discussion 
of the evidenqe and the principles in­
volved. It asks almost plaintively 

In the eas- "why America refuses to an exchange 
louncement of correspondence which It has con­

stated that a caoeUderahle portnod of ducted with another government In 
the crews of ^pth weasels were saved, other cases.” The Austrian foreign 

The Bremen was bulk In 1903. She office criticizes tike American demand 
had a displacement of 3,250 tons, was on the ground “that they might well 
340 feet long and 43*4 feet beam and have warranted the expectation that 
in peace times carried a crew of about the government of the United States 
300 toen. should precisely specify the actual

London, Dec. 30.—The Dally Mail’s circumstances of the affair upon 
Copenhagen correspondent says he which it bases its case." The Vien- 
1 earns that the torpedoing of the Ger- na foreign office also points out that 
man cruiser Bremen and the German the United States failed "to designate 
torpedo boat occurred Friday night the persons upon whose testimony it 
close to Libau, while the Bremen was relied.” It argues that the United 
returning, with lights out, from an in- States government attributes a higher 
apection of the entrance to the Fin- degree of credibility to those unnem- 
niah Gulf. The correspondent adds pd persons than to the commander .of 
that the attack was made by two Brit-, the submarine. The note declares 
leh submarines.

that a representative of the minister
of railways has taken the necessary
measures and can assure transporta­
tion faculties to supply the Allied been sun* by a eubmai 

tern Baltic sea. The
Paris, Dec. o German hy- 

Mrtr station at 
the sea close 
lived and fired 
lata point ten 
Ni eu port. One 

fell into the 
;;on board were 
No announced

No Change In Malkane.
The Turks claim to boss sunk a Brl- trow* ***” 

tlsh monitor In toe Tlfrte river, near ^
Kut-El-Amam, general ate« and toe generals com-

The Greek situation remette un­
changed. The Greek government la «.]*«*> ™ «»ng ma. to aocrea»»
ported to have formally protested I» telegraph communication!!.

fortifying Oermona Not Strong Enough.

London, Dec. 19.—A despatch to 
Reuter's from Salonikl state» that the 
AHtes front remains stationary. The 
Bulgarians show oo disposition to In­
vade Greek territory, and there are no 
signs of Auatro-Germany activity. The 
prevailing opinion la that Itoe Bulgar­
ia»» W.HI hesitate to enter Greece while 
the AuetroGermena are unprepared 
Hor an offomdve, it indeed they con­
template each a move.

According to local newspapers, the

German Pesltlolne Successfully Bom- 
herded. Zeeburgge flying « 

to the water were i 
upon by a torpedo 
miles to the north 
of these flying mat 
eca and the two offl 
made prisoners,” w 
here offldaUy this 

“A French oral»

Paris, Dec. 19.—French artillery 
last night bombarded, with excellent 
résulta the German positions south­
east of St. Michlel, In the Apremont 
salient, according to the official state­
ment given out today by the French 
war office. The statement adds that 
about 40 bombs were dropped on 
buildings at the station of Sablons, 
just south of the German fortress of 
Metz.

mending the Allied forces. Arran ge-

against the Entente Allies 
outside Salonikl. This protest may be 
of the same character as the one lodg­
ed against the first landing of troops, 
which waft then described as merely a 
technical one, to keep the record clear.

Henry Ford's peace party arrived In 
Christiania this morning, and was wel­
comed informally by professors and 
clergymen and the American minister. 
Despite the fact that the party has no 
official status Norwegian hospitality 
and the warm friendship of the Nor­
wegians towards Americans 
the pesos pa

and
Ï German mu* 
Cteffa (on thenitions manutoc 

Syrian coast”).
Cruiser and * Beat Sunk.

—It has been 
that the 

and a 
lying her have

A Failure, Berlin Bays.
officially 
small German 
torpedo boat «

Benito t 
BremenBerlin, Dec. 19, via London—French 

aviators launched another attack 
against the German fortress of Metz 
last night, but the only result was 
damage to property, says the official

Austria ready and willing to “enter 
into an exchange of views."

y believes

of

and Land 
Batteries Hammering 

Turks at Dardanelles

an interesting so-
O»

HP to the number, namestrm astir.
Serbe SWtil to the British army In 

FVance parlor to hie turning over the 
command of the British forces to Gen­
eral Sir Douglas Haig. In It he assert­
ed the conviction that a glorious end­
ing to their efforts was not far distant.

The Bari of Derby, director recruit­
ing, today told a London audience that 
be had (found the heart of the country 
was right He predicted a victory for 
the Entente Allies at an earlier date 
than many persons * expected. The re­
cruits mobilized under the Earl of 
Derby's plan have already begun dril­
ling in several cities, so that they 
may have some military schooling 
when they are formally called to

London, Dec. 18.—The Athens cor­
respondent of Reuters *9 authority for 
the statement that the Greek govern­
ment has lodged a formal protest with 
the Entente Powers against the forti­
fication of SaKonikl by the Allied

said steamer at the critical moment.British Report.
London, Dec. 19.—The following of- Ready to Parley.

fioial statement wa® issued tonight:
A "Early this morning the enemy dts- 
■kharged gas against our lime to the 
”horthea»t of Y.pres, accompanied by a 

heavy bombardment» Except at a few 
places where they were driven back 
before reaching our knee, they were 
prevented from leaving their trenches 
by our fire. Our protective measures 
against gas proved effective end out 
Hue Is everywhere intact,

“Except for artillery activity on 
both sides, there has been no further 
development during the day. The hoe* 
tile artillery was unusually active 
east of Ypres and also against our 
trenches west and south of Me saines.

"The enemy blew up two mines In 
front of our trenches east of Armen* 
tierce early this morning. Hostile in­
fantry attempted to occupy the cra­
ters but were driven off by our rifle

"However, in view of the fact that 
the Washington cabinet has now made 
a positive statement to the effect that 
citizens of -the United States of Am­
erica came to grief in the incident In 
question, the Imperial and royal gov­
ernment is to principle ready to enter 
into an exchange of views ta the af­
fair with the government'of the Unit­
ed States. It must, however, in 4ho 
first place, raise the question why that 
government failed to give judicial rea­
sons for the d 
note with reference to the special cir* 
cums tin ccs of the incriminatiing
events upon which dt lays stress and 
why, in lieu thereof, it refused to an 
exchange of correspondence which it 
has conducted with another govern­
ment in other oases. The imperial 
and royal government is the less able 
to follow the Washington cabinet on 
this unusual path since It. by no means • 
poeaeeses authentic knowledge of all 
the pertinent correspondence of the 
government of the United States, nor 
is it of th opinion that such knowledge 
might be sufficient for k In the pres­
ent case, which In so far as it is in­
formed, is in essential points of an­
other nature than the case or cases 
to Which the government of the Unit­
ed States seems to allude.

Still Bargaining with G^ece.
Paris, Dec. 19.—Telegraphing from 

Athens, under date of December 18, 
the Havas correspondent eays:

"Premier Skouloudls declared to the 
representative of an Athens newspa­
per today (Saturday) the report that 
the German minister had Informed 
him the Central Powers Intended to 
violate Greek territory was unfound-

Constantinople, Dec. 19, via London 
(11.19 a. m.)—Anglo-French squad­
rons and Allied land batteries yester­
day bombarded Turkish positions at 
Aviburmi, and at Alji, on Gallipoli 
peninsula, eaye the official statement 
issued today by the Ottoman war de­
partment:
r "In Mesopotamia, Turkish troops 
are said to be destroying defense 
works of every description in front 
of the British main position near 
Kut-El-Amara.

The text says: “Near Avibumu caused no damage."

the enemy fired a great number of 
bombs against our right wing. One 
cruiser and three armored monitors, 
as well as land batteries bombarded 
our positions from different directions 
Our artillery successfully replied.

New American Note On lt« Way

Washington, Dec. 19—The new 
American note to Austria-Hungary re- 

"Near tSfeddui Bahr our artillery, garding the sinking of the Italian 
December 17, sank one of two tugs steamship Ancona is understood to 
in the Narrows, which were debark- have bean cabled tonight to Ambas- 
ing men and ammunition. The de-, sador Pentield for presentation to the 
barkatloln was interrupted.

"One cruiser and one monitor bom-

ds set forth in its
Railway Station Bombarded.

Paris, Dec. 19.—The official state-1 
ment Issued tonight says:

“In Champagne heavy artillery fire, 
directed on the first lines of the enemy 
to the south of Sainte Mgrle-A-Py, has 
given excellent results.

“In the region of Saint Mlhiel ef- 
Chauvancourt 

brought about a reply from the enemy 
artillery, which was stopped immedi­
ately By our fire. Last night one of our 
squadrons, composed of seven aero­
planes, dropped on the Sablons railway 
station at Metz, 51 shells of 90 cali­
bre, and two shells of 165 calibre. One 
of our machines, on account of motor 
trouble, was obliged to make a landing, 
which was accomplished without Inci­
dent within our lines near Dieulouard, 
to the south of Pont A Moueeon.

• I Vienna foreign office.
Secretary of State Lansing and 

barded the neighborhood of Alji, but other officials of the State Depart-
I ment declined to divulge any toforma- 
jtlon concerning the communication. 
From other reliable sources, however, 
came a strong intimation that thç 
final draft of the note had been com 

ipleted by Secretary of State Lansing 
during the day, and had been put in 
code and started on its way over the

A veil of secrecy has surrounded 
tihe communication ever since a White 
House messenger carried a prelimin­
ary draft from President Wilson to 
Secretary of State Lansing last night.

However, It is known that the secre­
tary spent considerable time last 
night and today at work developing 
the idea the President has outlined. 
As completed, the note is believed to 
have been considerably more lengthy 
than the first.

Unless there are unforeseen devel­
opments, the note should be delivered 
in Vienna by Wednesday night. It 
will be made public when Secretary 
of State Lansing is advised that it has 
reached the Austro-Hungarian foreign 
office. A prompt reply is requested, 
and officials are of the opinion that 
one will come within ten days.

Certain portions \of the text of the

ed.
“The Inaction for flour days of the 

German and Bulgarian troops on the 
Greek frontier, however," the corres­
pondent adds, "Is attributed as much 
to diplomatic, as to military reasons, 
and It is thought that the Germans are 
not sufficiently strong to attack the 
Allies alone, and are trying to over­
come the objections to Bulgarian ac­
tion on Greek soil.

"In pofltcal circles it Is stated that 
no official negotiations have begun. It 
is believed, however, the government 
has opened diplomatic conversations 
on this subject with the German min­
ister setting forth the complications 
which are likely to result from the en­
try of Bulgarians into Greece, wlfich 
would offend the pride of the Greek 
population and provoke the army.

"The optimism shown to official cir­
cles is explained by the supposition 
that Germany has given assurances 
that Greece's representations "will be 
taken into account"

Another despatch from the Havas 
correspondent at Athens toys:

"Government and diplomatic circles 
give the impression that the Central 
Powers will turn their attention to the 
Serbs, and Italians in A1 
the Entente Allies are

Russian Forces Quit 
Roumanian Border For 
Attack in Buckowina?

fire. fective shelling of
• On the rest of the front there is 

nothing Important to report An en­
emy aeroplane was brought down toy 
our fire today east of ArmenUeres."

London, Dec. 19.—During the relax­
ation in all the offensive campaigns, 
except the Wan pressure on the 
Austrians, which has toltowed the ex­
torsion of the Serbian army from its 
Srn country, European interest 4e fo­
cused upon the probabilities of some 
new tout as yec undeveloped upheaval.

It appears to toe taken for granted 
on aM sides tha* the policy of the 
Central Powers will be to attempt to 
gain a decision romewhere, while 
tnetr opponent* will prefer to devote 
the winter to preparations for warfare 
In the Spring.

SEIZE STEAMER 
WITH SEVERAL

London, Dec. 19.—There has been 
considerable speculation In London 
for some time as to what has become 
of the Russian troops which concen­
trated on the Roumanian border sev­
eral weeks ago, with the apparent in­
tention of entering the Balkan con­
flict. At the time when Russian co­
operation In the Entente Allies' cam­
paign would have been the most for- 
tultious they were described, to all re

“The imperial and royal govern­
ment may therefore leave it to «he 
Washington cabinet to formulate the 
particular points of law against which 
the commanding officer of tije subma­
rine is alleged to have offended oni the 
occasion of the sinking of the Ancona.

“The government of the United 
States has also seen fit to refer to the 
attitude which the Berlin cabinet as­
sumed in the above mentioned corres­
pondence. The Imperial and royal 
government finds in the much esteem­
ed note no Indication whatever of the 
Intent with which this reference was 
made. Should, however, the govern­
ment of the Unltçd States thereby 
have intended to express ant opinion

Brighton. Holman Wounded

London, Dec. 19—Brigadier General 
Herbert Campbell Holman, of the Six­
teenth Cavalry, India army, to report­
ed to have been wounded on the batr 
tlefletdi in France.

Gen. Holman, to 1910, was attach­
ed to the army headquarters to India, 
as general staff officer. He was an 
attache with the Russian forces In 
Manchuria to 1906, at the time of the 
Ruastan-Japanese war. 
with the Wuntho (Burma) expedition 
In 1891, when he was slightly wound-

There is much dtocustrioa In Great
Britain of ft reported Turko-Germen 
attempt upoto the Suez Ctanefr. Mes la, unless

nforced at ports, as poised on the Roumanian 
Salonikl and ao change the military frontier, ready for an Immediate inva- 
equillbrlum to the Balkans.

"News from Salonikl is to the effect 
that the situation at the front to un­
changed. Air scouts of the Entente Al­
lies report the concentration of Bul­
garian troops to proximity to the 
Greek frontier, and the arrival of re­
inforcements at Doiran.

"The German and Austrian consuls 
have left Salonikl for Monastlr, with 
their staffs and the contents, of the 
archives. Before leaving, the Aus­
trian and German consuls warned the 
subjects of their countries to prepare 
dayp.
to leave the Greek port within fifteen 

"Bulgarian deserters declare that 
during the battle at Valandovo the 
Bulgarians exposed sixty Serbian pri­
soners of war to French artillery fire.
All the prisoners were killed."

ban
«ages received from neutral countries 
professing to have German sources of 
information describe the German Field 
Munirai Von Der Goltz as equipping,

new note were said tonight to be near­
ly Identical with portions of tihe first.
The demands of the United States, 
which are reiterated, are for disavow­
al, punishment of the submarine com- to the effect that a prejudice of what- 
mandeiv and reparation by the pay- ever nature existed for the imperial 
ment of an indemnity for the A inert- and royal government with respect to 
cane killed and injured.

Austria-Hungary’s rejoinder to the 
first note contained an implied request 
for details regarding the American 
citizens who were killed or Injured.
The State Department, it to said, has 
been unable to secure all of these

sion of Bulgaria, but after weeks of 
suspense, during which repeated ru- 

the long-heralded

Hu served

Str. United States Captured— 
Carried Number of Germans 

and Austrians en route to 

New York.

at Aleppo, an army for an invasion ot more converted 
move into an accomplished fact, it was 
learned that the Russia# incursion 
never advanced beyond the prepara­
tory stage.

Egypt. The same correspondents as­
sert that the Germans are collecting 
extensive droves of camels end don­
keys for their transport.

A majority of the Engl 
who know Egypt, declare 
project would be hopeless.

The Observer today considers a Ger- 
attempt to invade England as a 

desperate gamble, one of the foremost 
pœribtiètiee, and that the extensive 

of troops In Belgium may

ed.
Oft Italien Front

Rome, Dec. 19, via London, Dec. 20 
—The following official communica­
tion was issued today:

“Despite the fact that stormy weath­
er on the mountains and rain and fog 
on the plains Is hampering our oper­
ations, the activity of our troops has 
not been relaxed, 
slopes of Monte San Michele our In­
fantry detachments surrounded a hos­
tile position which made a salient to 
our lines, and captured It to.a sur­
prise attack. We took 110* prisoners, 
Including two officers."

Russian Report.
Fetrograd, via London, Dec. 19.—The

the judicial consideration of the affair 
to .question this government must In 
order to preclude possible misunder­
standings declare that as a matter of 
qouree it reserves to itself full free­
dom of maintaining its own legal 
views to the discussion of the case of 
the Ancona.

"In having the honor to reply to the 
kindness of his excellency the ambas­
sador of the United States of America, 
with the most respectful request to 
be good enough to communicate the 
foregoing to the American govern­
ment, and on this occasion to state 
that while the imperial and royal gov­
ernment, in no less degree that the 
American government and under all 
circumstances, most sincerely de­
plores the fact of. the innocent victims 

(Continued on page 2)

writer» 
eutih a Recently an absolute lack of new de­

velopments regarding the Russian 
plan’ In this quarter led most observers 
to decide that hopes for a Russian in­
terference were either premature or 
based upon circumstances since alter­
ed. It is now reported that the Rue- 
slon force Is being withdrawn from 
the Roumanian border.

Despatches to the Telegraph from 
Rotterdam quote the Berliner Tage- 
blatt to the effect that the greater 
part of the Russian army concentrat­
ed in this section has already been 
moved from Renl northward to Buko- 
wlna, and that all plans for attacking 
the Bulgarians has been abandoned to 
favor of a new offensive against Buko 
wlna.

London, Dec.
steamer United States was brought 
Into the Clyde by a British warship nâmes, and even though it has some 
Friday night, being diverted from her.of them,-they probably have not been 
route while on the way from Copen- ' furnished to the Austro-Hungarian 
hagen to New York. A large number government. The United States la 
of Germans and Austrians, with large ! represented as being determined- not 
sums of money to their possession, are to enter Into any discussion of such 
said to be aboard. The malls from ! details; this government being pri- 
the ship were put ashore. imlraly concerned with the principles

The steamer United States sailed | and the violations of law and neutrai- 
from New York Nov. 18, and arrived I tty rights Involved, 
at Copenhagen December l. She sailed State Department this afternoon 
from that port for New York Dec. 1). aaye:
She belongs to the Seandlnavtan-Am- 
erican Line.

19.—The * Danish
On the northern

toov

and the Scheldt riven, 
returning front the we teem

there «B e Mg scheme te tmpoeetble, 
because the country Is muddler, and 

In worse comf1 bon thnn
our artillery 8re, wee dispersed with

-me activity on «he GalHpoh penln 
_______ email Italian gains ere the
only Important military operation re-

- - -

bee loot the email cruiser

"On FHday night shout ten o'docfc 
the enemy twice opened an offenatve 

. against the railway station at Podehe-
w4*uh Imprudently got within range ot revttohl, but was repulsed by our fire.

general headquarter, today reads: 
"Weetern (.Russlara) front: North of■ m

"In the trotter of the eWdng of the 
ttaltao stgamer Aeons, the undersign-h
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