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The Bridge of Redemption.

BY THEODORE L. CUVLER, P, D,

As over yonder superb Kast River Bridge thousnds of

my Brooklyn neighbors pass every eveming ta their
homes, 80 over the vospel bridge of redemption myriads
of souls have pisced {610 better le s, and to thelr home
fa Beaven. 1t is th- costliest strucinre in the nniverse,
forin bringing many sons unio glory, the author of our

salvatlon was msde perfect throvgh soff rings. * For.

Chrlst has once s fored for sins—the just for the urjumt
~that he might bring ra to God ** Whether mwn got his
depravity from the apes, cr whether b got it from his
forefather Adum s fa'l into sin, it is an undl puted truth
that be is fsr s~ av from God. He b d sork so far that
be could not get back if he wounid, and would not come
back if he conld.

The supreme o' j -ct of Christ s atonement was to bring

us to God—to briug ue to a right iden of God's reconcili-
ation with God ~15 hiisg us out of selfishness and on-
godHpess into b dierce ard Josing fellowa™ip with our
Heavenly Father Tiis is the glorious design of Calvary's
croes, Chils' & redeeminy love rearsd the'bridge ; Chalst
sttracts us tosard God by tie besu'y of his example ;
Chrlst Hifts us by the converting power of bis spirit into
a-pew life : Christ lesds by the light of bis Word ard
gulding grace ; and the comined result of all this loving
ard Ifting and leadiog {s that a count'ess army of sin-

pers are brought bick to God, Oh, adorable Saviour !
when we think of the dép hs of thy humiliation, and the
bitterness of thine sgovies in the garden and on the
cross, we are amsz.d at the length and b eadth and
beight of thy ston But when we shall behold
thee on thy throg: —all thy victories complete—and all
thy blocd eugh fuck brought home to God ; when we
hear the ~we'iing ~ Hallelr) s thet shall make beaven

fog love

ring with rapiure, then we shall realize that it was for the
joy set before thee thou didst endure the cross, to bring
many sons 1o glos

This procies of Lringlng sirful and sorrowfnl man back
to Ged 1 the very core of the goinel. When the omnip-
otent Jesna undertakes it, he ma‘es the process very
thororgh. We bear much din and discussion about the
marvels of  evo ution’; but nové of the philosophers
who mork at the gospe! bave discovered how to evolve a
good man from a depraved one. Much stress is 'aid npon
* eultore ' buf cu'ture cannot turn a thorn-bush infoa
gropevise, 1t cin strepgthen mind and r fine manners;
it cappot renovsie » godless heart  Another schocl, with
philsnthropic inte 1, sirikes so vewhat deeper and aime
at the reformation of human uatere, But it has been
pithily said that ‘reformation ¢ficcta forms, not suh-
stance 1t puts oid mateials into better shaper, but
provides no new oves. 1t |s not reformation that sinful
homan patvie needs, bot regeneration  That goes to
the rort of thinge. Thst me-ns the extirpstisn of the
old priveiples of ectlimoar 4 the implanting of new prin.
clples. 1t meaus—uot » new form. but a new lile, - Ye
must be ho'n agsin'’ was Christ's prescription to the

man who wanted
csme to brivg
for this wor'd and
new creature

ter the kingdom of God. Christ
itely precious boon of a vew life
e x ‘Whoever is in Christis a
Nep tre awny from God, in the cold;
J-#us eam# to lend them into the sunshireof God's
wie away frem God, in guilt, and
onder condemupation; Jetus came to secure a full ; ardon
to evify peoitent sonl «ho {4 ready to come back to the
Father by him m the way; I am the troth; I am

cogntenknoe Men

the iife; no man cometh to the Farher but by me.'' The
¢re of the Bihle s Chriatlanity ; and Christisnity means
Chirist

“Whst sha preach dwivg this coming year? '
Sach s th= {rgairy of a yonng minister who is layleg out
his work for the season before him.  To bim and to all
others 1| wounld reply. Preach to sinfu! souls before your
pripit redempti vy the crom of Christ and regenera-
tion by the uoly & ; presch (i tenderly snd fervently,
but withont defalzatio Hacount. D) not wasté a
moment in defendirg your s ible. God will take care « f
his own Word, if you only take care to preach it.  Stard

by that bridge of Redemption which div'ne 'ove has
reared. and exhort every man (o hasten back to it by
God. Pay no heed to.the neisy chellenge of tne skep-
t'es Wheun the brifge of redeeming grace has carried
millions upos milliors of vinful humavity over into a
purer and holier life snd onward into heaven, there s
no need that ycu or I shculd be cgnﬂunﬂy diggiog wp
the plies to see whetber they are sound or whether they
are rotten. ‘' Pralse the bridge that cerries you safe
over’'—and brings ycu to God | Jewus Christ came {nto
this world to bring men to Gyd ; ard your chief busi-
" mess, my brother, is to lead every one you can reach, to
Jesus Christ. Preach him !

Ard vow let every reader «f this aiticle ralse the ques-
tion hovestly to himael’—or herself—'‘Have I through
fatth ip Jesus Christ been bronueht to God? Have I de-
cislvely broken from myself ard my old #ins, and crossed
that bridge which stociog love has built? Have I been
borne agsin? Am | a new creature? Do I make God's
will my will, and God's Word my dsily law of conduct ?
Am Igrowlng into the sweet temper of Christ, snd in
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love for my fellow-creatures, and in purity of heart, and
in that holiness without which no man shall see the
Lord? Do all men take knowledge of me that I sm on
God's side—striving to keep his commandments and to
glorifv him by my Jips and by my life, my purse and my
time, my votes snd my irflaence? Am Ilivingso ssto
sttract otherspeople to the Master whom I serve and
dolng my utmost to lead precious rouls to the Lord
Jesus Christ ?*

These are vital guestions which everyone who professes
and calls bimeelf a Chiistlan may put rquarely to his
own conmsclence. He who is commenci:g his work
afresh in his church, his Sunday-school, his business,
his home or elsewhere would do well to make sure of
his own position toward God® ' Examine yourselves'’ is
one of the plainest of Bible injunctions. I know the
tremendously strong currents there are to sweep us away
from God and carry us back to the dominion of this
sinful world. Those currents sweep ina minister’s study
as well as into your stores and shops, and connting-rooms
and homes He who led us upon this bridge of redeem-
fug love alone csn heep us from belug drawn back, or
driven back ; he only can kerp our feet from falling and
our souls from desth. In the Christian life, standing
still is impossible. Pushing ouward isthe only way to
prevent going backward ; and he who strives the most
unselfishly to bring others to Christ, will get nearest to
Christ himeself,

Perhape this article may fall under tHe eye of someone
who is yet conacionsly far awav from God. You are not
sitlsfied with yourself. and »cur conacience condemns
you, The Bible isto youa true book, and that'.Bible
tells you thet nnless you are coaverted you never cau
see God ; and that if you refuse Christ, you choose "eath.
Therg s an impassab'e cheasm between you snd God
which you can ouly cros by that bridee of redeemirg
grace which Christ has thiown across it. Repentance
means quitting ycur old sins, and faith means setting
vour foot on tha! bridge. With an ontstretched hand
Jesus stands waiting to help yon, to lead you and to
guide you in'c a new life, a stronger sweeter, purer,
holier and happler life He will bring you back to God.
He stands re«dy to welcome you—not to a selfish rel’glon
which cares only to save your own =oul, and vot to an
easy trip to heaven in a palace car—but to & noble, un-
selfish manhood or womanhood patterned after Christ in
this world, and in the next world a life everlastirg. To
siay where you sre means perdition! T e first step you
take toward Christ is the first step toward heaven! At
the Day of Jn'gmeut it will probably appear that nearly
every ome’s eternity has hinged on the decision of some
single moment — Ex. e
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The Model Church.

BY W. P, COOKE

The model church hes the best building in the com-
munity. It is the bandsomest bouse, the best ventilated,
the most perfectly warmed and lighted, the cleanest and
neatest and in every way adapied 1o its purpose

The members look upon it as truly ** the hounse of
Gcd,” a1 d do not abuse or deface or defile it in sny way.
It was solemnly dedicated to God, and is, therefore, a
sscred place.

No church faira are held beneath its roof ; no candy
pulliog or spelll: g bees; no dramatic entertainments or
lectures for the purpose of making money ever take
place within its walls. It is not a house of merchandise.
Its bell never calis the people together to hear a political
speech. It is the hounse of the Lord.

Toe glad, joyful tones of the bell call the people to
worship the Almighty God, and in his honse there ta 1o
distine don briween the rich and the poor—* the Lord is
the maker of them all."”

Toe wmodel church has good deacons. They are men
who most pearly comply with the gualifications as laid
down by Paul in 1 Timothy, 3rd chapter. They are earn-
est, God-loving snd God-fear1: g men wholove the church
snd are willing to make any sacrifice for it. They attend
strietly to its material weifare, and see that the pastor is
entirely relieved of sny financlal embarrassment.
Through their good management all debts and obliga-
tions of the church are promptly met. They are always
found at the various meetings of the church, in thelr ac-
customed places, nnless providentially hivdered, and
o'ten meet for prayer and conmsultation in regard to the
welfare cf the church. They hold up the pastor’s hands;
they pray for him and he can rely upon them for help
and co-operation. They set the church an example in
their daily walke and conversation; in their regular at.
tendance ; in visiting the sick ; in adwinistering to the
necessities of the poor, and in givingto the Lord. ** They
are foremost in every good word and work.”

The model church has sweet and soul-lifting music. It
is led, not monopolized, by a choir of well trained voices
accompanied by the sweet and solemn tones of an organ.
All the congrégation join with the choir and sing with
the spirit and noderstanding ; sing as unto God and not
unto men. They apply the words of the songs to their
own- spiritus] peeds, and, in song, breathe words of praise,
thanksgiving and prayer to their Maker. They sing to
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his glory and honor, and not to have praise uf wen, Such
singing asis s sweet incense to the Lord,

The model church conducts & model Sunday-school. The
superiutendent is a man adapted to the exalted position
he holde. He s kind, loving, patient and tactful., He
{s punctually present every Sunday, and his opening
prayer is he pful and uplifting to all. He s deeply in-
terssted in his work and feels keenly his great responsi-
bility. He is assisted by a corps of earnest teachers who
love their work and lsbor zealously for the tender souls
entrusted to their guidance. They love their pupiie and
knowing that their minds and hearts are as clay in their
hands, they feel that God will hold them accovntable, in
a great measure, for the souls of those whom they teach.
The superintendent and teachers meet once a week and
pray for the success of the Sunday school, and study t' @
lesson that they may obtain all the light possible on
the word of God and be able to impress its great truths
upon the minds of the pupils,. When a teacher is an-
avo'dably absent the superi dent {s notified in time to
procure a substitute,

All, both old and young, attend the Sunday-schcol.
The young and unconverted to learn the way to Christ
the Chrlstian pzople and older membare that they ‘‘may
grow in grace and the knowledge of Christ Jesus.” The
whole Bible is taught in this school. It is the word of
God and the revelation of his will to man, and as such
no portion of it is rejected. No effortis made to lower
it to the Jevel of sinful man, but to ralse man to its high
rcquirements of right livieg and perfect obedience to
God's will.

The model church has a mid-week prayer-meeting; &
halting place where Christians may securée spiritual help
to carry them through the week to the next Sanday. The
members attend puoctually, gladly. They enjoy the
scrvices, take part in them and are helped and streng-
thened by them.

1a the model church the membrrs do not neglect to
assemble thembelves together every Lord’s day, ‘‘as the
manner of some is,’”' but meet regulariy, not to bs en-
tertalned by a fioe séermon, but to worship God and hold
sweet communion with bim.

At regular snd stated times they lovingly eat the
bread and drink the wine in remembrance of him who
died for them and to ‘‘show the Lord's death till he
come '

Whoen the pastor s unavoldably abs:n', or the church
is unable to employ s pastor for all his time, a. prayer-
meeting is held or some brother gives a word of exhorta-
tion or enconragement, or a sermon s read.

The model church has a converted membership. Its
members did not join for socisl prominence or commer-
cla! advantage, tut because they bad been convicted,
converted and regenerated by the Holy Soirit; born
sgain; " born not of blood nor of the will of the fi:sh.
nor .of the will of man, but of God.”” Hsving been
sived by grace, through faith. they deem it a *‘resson-
able service that they present their bodies a living sacri-
fice, holy and acceptable unto Gid.”’ Having been
“buriel with Christ in baptism, to show forth his burisl
and rewrrection,’ they deem it their daty to walk in
newness of life. Realizing that they are not their own,
but that they have been bought with a price and beslong
to Christ, thev desire to serve him as long as they live,
hence they have consecrated themeelves, with all they
bave, to his service forever, Hence they are “living
eplstles, known and read of all men.”’ :

They are aiways present at the stated meetings of the
church, They never look upon it ssa duty to attend
divine worship, but deem it a blessed privilege. Like the
Pialmist they are glad when it is said ** Let us go up into
tae house of the Lord,"” and feel that they have lost a
means of grace when they are demied that privilege.

They are puuctual in attendance. They do not come
dragging in a half-hour after service has begun, annoying
the congregation, interrupting the preacher, and missing
the devotional part of the service entirely, but they are
in time to take part in the exercises, They sing, with
gladness, the rongs of Zion ; they eater into the spirit
of prayer as led by the pastor. They pray for the pastor
that God may give him & message for the people and that
the service may be to the honor and glory of the Al-
mighty. By these means, being in a devotional service,
they are ready to listen attentively to the sermon—not to
criticise the preacher, but to receive s message according
to their needs.

Having dedicated their all to Christ, and regarding
themselves as his stewards, they do not neglect to *'lay
by in store every Lord'sday'’ according as God has pros-
pered them, They give gladly, willingly, cheerfully of
their means to every. enterprise of the church.

All give: the young and the old, the rich and the
poor ; even the poor widow gives her mite. They give
promptly, remembering that they give doubly who give

quickly. . They do not walt until they bave been begged

and urged by the descoun. Hance there is always money
in the Lord's t y and the church is not hindered in
her glorious work of saving sonls, - !

The model church remembers the poor and the sick
The deacons look promptly after such, and their needs
are fully and tenderly supplied.




