- September 6, 1899,

BIBLE LESSON
Abridged from Peloubets’ Notes.

Third Quarter.
POWER THROUGH THE SPIRIT.

Lesson XII.—Sept. 17. Zechariah 4 : 1-14.
Read the Chapter.
Compare Ezra6: 14-22. Commit Vs. 8-10.

GOLDEN TEXT.

Not by might, nor by power, but by m
Spitit, saith the Lord of hosts, Zech. 4: 6y

RXPLANATORY.

THE PROPHRT ZECHARIAK AND His
MissioN,—Zechariah (**the Lord remem-
b*rs'') was the son of Barachiah and
grandson of Iddo, who was ome of the
heads of the twelve courses of priests
(Neh. 12:4, 7), and whose successor
Zechariah became (Neh. 12:16). He was
therefore a priest as well as a prophet, the
head of ome of the Davidic couw f
priests. He was pro“ably born in Bab: ;
and went to Jerusalem when quite young
with Zerubbabel and Joshua He began to

rophesy about two months after Haggai
?Zech.x: 1; Bzra5:1; 6:14; Hag. 1:1),
in the second year of Dariué Hystasp. s,
and continued to prophesy for two years

(7:12)

Zechariah's mission was to awaken and
encourage the Jews in their great work of
rebulldiuﬁ( the temple and renewing the
religious life of the people. But there was
much to discourage their hearts and
dampen their ardor.

The people were few and poor. Their
enemies were persistent and cruel. They
were trying to bring the whole power of
the empire against these few people and
their feeble ent se. Drought and mil-
dew had ruined their crops. Even God
seemed to be against them.

THE VISION OF THR GOLDEN CANDLE-
STICK —Vs. 1-3.  This vision was to give
courage and hope to the peogile by the
assurance that they, feeble and poor as
they were, were yet like God's precious
golden candlestick, whose work was to
illumine the world with the divine light
and life. How? By being the willing,
obedient instruments of God. filled with
the Spirit, living his life. uphelding his
truth. -

1. THE ANGEL, who had explained the
other visions, just as Dante represents him-
self as accompanied by the spirit of Virgil
and of Beatrice. AND WAKED 'ME. He
had slept sfter the first series of visions.
This was the beginning of a new series,
during the same eventful night.

2. BEHOLD A CANDLESTICK ALL OF
GoLD. Like the seven-branched candle-
stick of Solomon's temple (Ex 25 :31;137).
The best idea of this eandlestick.is derived
from the Arch of Titus in Rome, which
commemorates the victory of Titus, who
destroyed Jerusalem and the' temple in
A.D. 70. On the inside of the arch is
sculptured a train of men bearing the
spoils of the temple, among which was the

golden candlestick. ‘‘ All of 1d.”
Precious, pure, indéstructible, ITH A
BOWL UPON THE TOP. For aredervoir of

oil to supply the lamps. .

3. AND TWO OLIVE TREES, * The oil
usually burned in the lanips was olive oil,

ressed from the fruit of the olive tree,

hese were the living, perennial sources
of oil ; so that the lamps would never go
out,

5. KNowrst THOU NOT? This implies
surprise that the prophet did npot see
through these plain symbols, The mean-
ing was written all over them. The people
to whom the prophet revealed the vision
would need the angel's authority as to the
meaning, which would thus make a d r
im on upon them. Parts of the vision
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as impossible as to remove a mountain or
create a world. Hence God’'s message.
Nor sy MIGAT. Not by any govern-
mental power. or power of numbers, or of
wealth, or valor, And not BY POWER : as
contrasted with ‘ might,” not by physical
or bodily strength. The work cannot be
done in this-way. It was not expected of
them. Not by the lamp, whether it be of
®ald or of clay, but by the oil in the lamp.
bbabel was only the lamp, God would
pply the oil. BUT BY MY SPIRIT. ‘‘As
that candlestick gave forth its light in
silent, ceaseless splendor, unfed and un-
tended by human agencies, so the work in
which he was engaged would be accom-
plished by the Spirit of God.”” God can
put new life and energy into the people.
He can change the heart. He can renew
one's strength ‘‘like the eagle.”” He can
guide by his providence. He can control
enemies and compel them to aid his cause.
History is full of examples of how a few
persous, filled with courage and persever
ance and consecration, can move nations,
can overthrow the most stupendous evils,
can work the most marvelous changes

7. WHO ART THOU, O GREAT MOUN-
TAIN? A figure representing the vastness
-of the work to be dome, the immense
difficulties in the way,—Satan of the

revious vision, the Persian Empire, the

tter opposition of the Samaritans. Tmou
SHALT BECOME A PLAIN, Be wholly re-
moved.. At that very time God was in-
fluencing Darius to refuse the desires of
the Samaritans, and give his favor to Jeru-
salem (Ezra 6). He inspired the people
with patriotism and zeal and energy.

7. AND HE SHALL BRING FORTH THR
HEAD~TONE of the temple. The crowning
grace that completed the building. -His
work should succeed. WiTH SHOUTINGS,
CRYING, GRACE, GRACE UNTO IT. With
gul rejoicing and acclamations should

e temple be completed. The temple
would be so glorious tgat the people should
shout its gracions besuty, and pray- that
God might grant his grace, his favor to
aliide upon it, with blessings inconceivable
as before promised by the prophets.

9 ZERUBBABEL . .. HIS HANDS SHALL
ALSO FINISH IT. It is quite probable that
the ple were disatisfied with Zerub-
babel in some way. He belonged to the
day of small things, He did not appear
like Solomon in »ll his glory. He ap

like a common man rather than
ike a great ruler.

10. FOR WHO HATH DESPISED THE DAY
OF SMALL THINGS? Small beginnings, a
small people, a small kingdom, small
wealth. HEY . . . SHALL SEE THRE
PLUMMET. The symbol of the architect or
head builder. He thall complete the
building, for with him are THOSE SEVEN ;
THEY ARE THE EVES OF THE LORD. Re-
ferring back to 3 : 9 The people should
rejoice, because the providence of Cod,
reaching everywhere in the world, is with
their leader. £

‘* Where the vanguard rests today,

The rear shall rest tomorrow "

¥ %
Aan Appetite For Bible Study.

During the past five years fifteen thou-
sand people have entered upon the work of
the Bible study course of the American
Institute of Sacred Lierature (Chicago,
IL.). Of this number several thousand
have received certificates for one or wore
years' work. It should be stated that the
plan of study involves work for fifteen
minutes each day during the mouths from

October to June, In four years the follow-
ing subjects are covered: ‘‘The Life of
Christ;”’ “The Foreshadowings of the

Christ;” “The Founding of the Chiistian
Charch; ' and ‘‘ The Work of the Old
Testament Ssges.” These are large sub.
jrcts covering a large part of the Bible,
but it {s surprising how fully they come

were so familiar to them that no explava-
tion need be given ; but for ourselves we
need to gather the meaning from their
familiar ritnal.

First. The Jewish npation wes God's
candlestick, which should upholdthe light
for the whole world,  Its. busineds- was to
shed abroad the light of God. ‘' There
was only one lamp-stand, denoling the
unity of God's people ; but it had various
branches and lamps, denoting their multi-
plicity in unity; and the number was
seven, the symbhol of their completeness.”

TheChristian church is Christ’s golden
candlestick (Rev. 1:20).

The business of Christians is to hold up
the true light, to be as a lamp set upon its
stand (Matt. 5:14-16), to let the light
shine over the world, to-kindle other souls
that they may shine too, till the whole
world is flooded with the light of heaven.

Second. The Holy Spirit is symbolized
by the sacred oil which keeps the lamps
burning and lhiniui..

Goyernor Zerubhabel and the high
rr'm‘u’\nll as ;hgrgeop‘e. were doubt:
ess discouraged. They had to make
‘‘ bricks without straw.”

Aladdite's lamp that u&ﬁ'é"&i%"
1
Wagie, mu"‘wmumu...%

into the p on of those who work away
at them slowly but surelv day after day.
Perhaps the largest benefit, however, is in
the taste for more which is acquired.
There is so great a demand from those who
have completed the four years' course,
and wish something more, that this year a
fifth course is contemplated. Shounld it
be prepared it will take up the subject of
the priestly element in Israelitish history
under the heads “Priest Codes,” ‘‘Priest
History,”” aud ‘‘Priest Psalms.” The
courses are prepared by President William
R. Harper (Old Testament), and Professor
Ernest D. Burton ( New Testament ),

* * »

1 was CURED of Acute Bronchitis by

MINARD'S LINIMENT
J. M. CAMPBELL.

Bay of Islands.

I waS CURED of Facial Neuralgia by
MINARD'S LINIMENT,
Wn. DANIELS.
Springhill, N. 8. .

T was cURED of Chronic Rhenmatism by
MINARD'S LINIMENT.

Grorer Tinohey,
Alhﬂ gﬂu N. ».

MONT. McDONALD

If you are a superintendent of a.Sunday-
school and have fallen into a rut, as super-
intendents sometimes do, it i& said, you
will find the very impetus you need ina
bright monthly published by the Americen
Baptist Publication Society cslled *“The
Svp rintendent.”” It stands without a
peer. Itisfull of suggestive articles on
practical methods of conducting a Sunday-
school, bright hints for blackboard exer-
cises, what neighbouring Sunday-schools
are doing, etc,, etc. It is just the paper
needed to keep a superintendent wide-
awake and scquainted with the most ap-
proved melhmk- of Sunday-school work,
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Ten Thousand People to St udy the Founding
of the Christian Church,

The Outline Bib'e Club Course of the
American Institute of Sacred Litesature
(l‘hﬁ‘l((\ 1L} will take for itsa subject
this comin « year the Founding of the
Christisn Church, a study of the Acts with
the Hpistles and the Revelation introduced
in their probahde historical relation. It is
expected that fully ten thousand people
will enter upon the study of this subject
during the months from October to June.
If the record of the past ten years is kept
up there will be representatives of every:
evangelical denomination, the Unitarians,
Universalists, Jews, and Roman Catholics
st well, Ina few Woman's Clubs where
the work has heen pursued all these ele-
ments have been present in the same club,
The weork begins properly with October,
but clubs mav be organized now so as to he
ready promptly,

e
Diamond Dyes
Far Ahead of All Others.

Practical Experience Has Demon-
strated That They Are the
Easiest to Use.

It is the easiest matter in the world to dye
with Diamord Dgea.u thousands of women
know from praetical experience. By using
these simple home dyes one can make old
clothing look like new and save a great
mauny dollars in the course of a year.

Do not accept imitations of the original
Diamond Dyes from any dealer, no matter
how strongly he may recommend them,
for while he makes a larger profit on them
they do not dye as much goods, nor do
they equal the Diamond Dyes in fastness
of colors,

When poor dyes are used, both your
money and your labor are thrown away
and the goods are spoiled forever. Use
the Diamond Dyes only and get the best
best possible results  All reliable dealers
can supply you with the Diamond Dyes.

ACADIA COLLEGE
WOLFVILLE, N. S.

The College will Re-open on WED
NESDAY, Oct. 4. Marticulation ex-
aminations will be held Monday and
Tuesday, Oct, 2nd and 3jrd

Trr Coursk is arranged of sound
educational principles, providing at the
beginning two years of preseribed
work, and at the end two years of work
largely elective, The electives offer a
wide range of literary and scientific
studies. Independence of thought and
research is stimulated and encouraged

Tur Arrirvne of the College is at
the same time avowedly Christian
Character is emphasized as the highest

product of a sound education, The
life is wholesome and the safeguards
the best.

Tur Facurry includes Ten able and
efficient men, each a specialist in his
department.

The number of students is increas- |

ing ; the work is marked by vigor and
progressiveness.

Expenses very reasonable,

For Calendar and other information,
apply to ;

T. TROTTER,

President.

BARRISTER, Etc.
Princess St St. Johnt

NES FOOD is a complete and
entire diet tor Bables and closely. resembies
Mother's Milk. Over all the world Nestle's
Food has been recognized for more than thi
years as pnuonln&:ml value. Your physi-
otan will confirm statement.

NESTLE’S FOOD:is safe. It ra‘uireu
ounly the addition of water to prepare it for
use. The great danger attendant on the use of
cow's milk ls thus avolded.

Consult your doctor about Nestle's Food and
send 1o us for a large sample oan and book,
* The Baby," both of which will be sent free
oo applieation. 'Also ask for “Baby Birthday
Jewel Book.”

LEEMING, MILLS & 00.,
53 8t. Bulpioe Bt., Monfreal.

Scrofula.

Another permanent ocure
by B.B.B. after two
dootors falled.

Ask any doctor and he will tell you
that, next to cancer, scrofula is one
of the hardest diseases to cure,

Yet Burdock Blood Bitters applied
externally to the parts affected and
| taken internally cured Rev. 'Wm.
Stout, of Kirkton, Ont., permanently,
after many prominent physicians
failed ; Cured Mrs. W. gennet, of
Crewson’s Corners, Ont., perman-
ently, when everyone thought she
would die. Now Mr. H. H. Forest,
Windsor Mills, P.Q., states his case
as follows :

- *‘ After having used Burdock Blood Bit-
ters for scrofula in the blood, I feel it my
duty to make known the results. I was
treated by two skilled physicians, but they
failed to cure me. bad running sores
on my hands and legs which I could
nothing to heal until I tried B.B,B. is
remedy healed them completely and per-
manently, leaving the skia and ‘ul sound
and whole.”

Not Speaking

Djsparingly of our competitors,
Some may be as good as ours,
but the object of this is to get
you ‘to patronize

WOODILL'’S
GERMAN
BAKING
POWDER

TH \\IN WHATWE'RE HERR FOR!

Messenger and Visitor
A Baptist Family Journal, will be sent
to any address in Canada or the United

States for $1.50, payable in advance.

The Date on the address label shows the
time to which ‘the subscription is paid.
When no month is stated, January is to
be understood. Change of date on label
is a receipt for remittance,

All Subscribers are regarded as permanent,
and are expected to notify the publishers
and pl&lrmngulf they wish to discon-
tinue the MESSENGER AND VISITOR.

For Change of Address send both old and
new address. change within two
weeks after request is made. :

Remittances showld be made by gln:tnl,
or express, money orders-— to
A. H. CHIPMAN e—yor regist L letters.
Send no chegues,

Correspondence intended for the
i -or B

ahiould . be
tonicerti
Wﬁuﬁ.‘&u

g e




