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The Jerusalem Conference and the
Sabbath.

It is a-curlous (Hustration of the vagaries: of
thought and doctrine into which men of Honest in
tention sometimes full, that there are at the present
day religious tenchers who would persuade Christians
to surrender the observance of the first day of the
week, which; from the first, Cliriatians have been
wont to hold saered an the day of thelr Lord's
resurrection, in order to revert to the keeping of the
soventh day as observed by the Jews, 1f anyone is
looking for arguments to meet the contentions of
these seventh day advocates, there s, aa it seems
to un, a very clesr and valld argumient to be found
in the Hible lesson for next Suniay.  The guestion

before thie uposties and elders, with Paul, Barnabas

and other brethren, met in counference with the
ohureh in Jerusalem, had respect to the relation of
Oentile converts to the Mosnle law,  What wans it
necessary to ank of the Oentiles by way of conformity
to Jewisli law and custom? The answer to thin
guestion, ax the aposties and elders concelved |t {s
slply and plainly glven, Bt there (s no mention
of the seventh day, The apostles and elders knew
certainly that the Gentilen wete not “accustomed to
observe the Sabbatl, yet they latd no injundtion
upon the Gentile Chiristians n regard to the Sabbath
nor ever hinted that they would be expected, even
W o concenslon to the Jewlsh connclence or on any
other ground, to keep holy the seventh day, 1t the
keeping of the seventh duy waa in the Divine mind
 niatter of perpetunl obligation upon Christians,
enn we wuppose that the apostlen and elders at
Jerusalem wonld have been fgnorant of this most
important faét ? and, if they knew . it, in it concelv.
able that they should permit wueh an oceasion an
that ot the Jerusalem conforence to pass without the
allghtest inthmition to the Gentilen that, as Christ-
fane, 1t would be necensary for them, {n this matter,
to conforn to Jewish custom ?

It may be sald that this 48 a negative argument-
that it {s founded upon silence and not upon positive
statement,  That {8 true ; but it should be borne iy
mind that the burden of proof {n this case rests not
upon the.Christian whe keeps the first day of the
week religlousty, but upon those who charge him
with wrong doing because he does not forsake the
universal and immemorial Christian custom in order
{o keep the seventh day, It s for. them to show
that any Injundtion has ever been lald upon Gentile
Christians to keep the weventh day. Again an
argument  from sllence {8 not necessarily a weak
argument. It may be one of the strongeat possible,
There are instances in which the probability s se
great that, 1t a fét or a duty was undérstood to
exist, it would be afMomed, that the fact of ita not
heving been affirmed is proof sufeient that it did not,
or was believed not to, exist. The cane under conaid
eratipn, a8 we have shown, was of this charater,
i the aposties believed that it wis a perpetual duty
of Gentlle Chelatians to keep holy the seventh day
a8 the Jews did, it {s inconcelvahile that they should
#ay nothing abeut It, when the question before them
was one distin®tly respedting the relation of the
Oentlles 1o Jewish Taws and observances, This
argument, however, does not stand alone. It s

° strengly supported by the whole tenor and spirit of
the New Testament. Onewill search the volume in
waln for any inthnation that the Gentile Christinns
‘ware under obligation to keep the Jewish Sabbath
f0 oheerye the seventh day at all as a dny‘- of rest
worship, [n some of Paul's epistion he deals
LOF losn-at fength with matters of Christian
~duty, and wama his Gentile converts against evils
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into which they were especially in danger of falling.
But there is never so much as a hint in any of these
epistles that it is a matter of dyty, or even of
expediency, that they should observe the Jewish
Sabbath. On the contrary it is seen frequently to
be the apostie's great endeavor to draw their minds
away from the standpoiut of Judaism and its cere-
monialism—its observance of ‘' days and months
and seasons and years,'' lest they should lose the
consclousness of the fulness of their liberty and the
largeness of their inheritance in Christ. ¢
The Christian Sabbath rests upon a sufficient basis
of authority. It has been as truly given of God to
the Christian world as the seventh day Sabbath was
glven tothe Jews. 1t ik a sacred inheritance of price-
less value which we do well to guard with jealous
care. Intelligent Christlan faith {s not likely to
surrender this luheritance in order to substitute
therefor another duy because it has the stamp of
Judaizm upon it, Yet the minds of some in not &
few Christian communities are being troubled in
these days by tenchers who, with specious arguments,
endeavor to persuade them that duty to God demands
that they should surrender this gracious inheritance
from many Christian centuries in order to keep the
seventh day. Such teachers are working on precisely
the same lines a8 those men whe troubled Paul and
‘twubverted the souls * of Gentile believers by teach.
ing that it was necessary that the CGentiles should
be clreumcined and keep the law. Paul says he
gave no place to these men—not for an hour. And
there {s certainly no more reason why place should
be given to an enslaving Judalsm {n the pineteenth
Sentury of Christian fuith than in (te first, -

L3 SR I
The Old and the New. .

The irrepressible conflict between the old things
of Judalsm and the new things of Christianity, which
has been all along more or leas apparent.as we have
followed the serien of lessons in the Acts, comen very
prominently into view in the lesson for next Sunday.
The labors of Paul and Barnabas, with other men of
ke upirit, had remulted In the conversion of large
numbers of the Gentiles to Christ, The:Christian
community in Antloch, was largely of Gentile ori-
gin. . These preachers had been led to” proclaim the
gonpel freely to the Gentilos and fnvite them through
fuith to enter directly into the fulness of its blessing,
Paul especially~and Barnabas it would seemavas in
full accord with him--had been led by the 8pirit into
very, clear light in this matter, and stood in no
doubt as to the position which the Gentile believer
occupled {n the church,  He had percelved and pro-
claimed that'what wan essential to the salvation of
Gentlles, was lhvb acceptance of Jewus Christ an Son
of God und Saviolir of the world, and a 1y in har
mony with such n falth, The specific laws, rites
and ceremonies of Judalsm formed no essential part
of Christianity, Salvation by faith was the domin.
ant note in Paul's preaching, e would not per.
plex and hinder the youthful vigor of Christianity
with swaddling bands and erutehes of Judaiem, In
Christ Jesus the significant thing was not elreum.
elgon, but a new creation,  Christ had not come to
make all men followers of Moses, but to make them
sonw of God,  The purpose of the gospel was not to
convert Centiles into Jews, but to hreak down the
wall of partition, by making of the two one new
man, #0 making peace.  Crmmr had become the end
of the law for righteousness to every believer. Be.
yond estimation is‘the service which for all time
Paul, under the guidance of the Divine Spirit ren.
dered to the ohurch and to the world in contending
so effectively that the freeness of the gospel should
not be constralned by the shackles of an outworn
ceremoniatism

It {n.eany 1o see how different from Paul's was the
conception which was entertalned of the gospel by
some men of conslderable Influence in the church,
Thess, sald-~It in necessary 1o clrenimelse the Gentite
converth and to pommand them to keep the law of
Mosen. They may have been vory good men secord-
ing to thelr light. Comsldering thelr education, it Is
not surprising that they argued that the institutions
which God had glven through Moses must remain
for all time.  For this we need ot Mame them two
severely.  But the principal fault of these Judaising
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Christians who opposed Paul and wore out his
patience by their attempts to ‘‘subvert the souls'

of the Gentile believers was their invincible prejudice:

which kept them blind in the midst of light.  Peter
had been slow to believe that the gospel was to unite

Jews and Gentiles in a common feéllowship, but when'

he saw that the Gentile believers received the Holy
Ghost as well as those of the Jews, his prejudice
vanished; and Paul and Barnabas, when they came
to Jerusalem about this matter, founed in Peter a
valiant supporter of their cause.

Those who base their judgment as to the right or
wrong of a proposed course of thought or action,
wholly upon the past are liable to be led astray, It
is wise to ask not only what has God done in the
past but also what is He doing now. A conservatism
that shuts its eyes to the light and ignores plain
facts, is not a wholesome brake upon the wheels but
an obstacle upon the track of progress. However,
God's train has the right of way and will not come
to disaster, whatever attempts there may be on the
part of Judaizers and men of like spirit to occupy
the track.

The meeting at Jerusalem, of which an account is
given in the passage before us, has generally been
designated '* the councll of Jerusalem.'' It {s much
more properly described as a conference. FPaul and
Barnabas on the one part, and certain teachern from
Judea, on the other, had determined in the interests
of harmony, to go up to Jerusalem to the aposties
and elders about this question respecting the posi-
tion ot Gentile believers in the church and thelr
relation to the law of Moses, After the Aposties
and elders at Jerusalem, with the whole church, had
heard from Barnabas and Paul on account of thelr
misslotiary labors and the fruits of their ministry
among the Gentlles, and had heard also what those
had to say who contended that it was necessary that
the Gentlle converts should be circumcised and
keep ‘the law, they--the Apostles and elders
with the concurrence of the whole church, guided as
they belleved by the Holy Spirit——drew up a brief
statement respecting the duty of the Gentile converts.

This thcg addressed to the Oentile brethren of
Antloch, Syria and Cllicla and committed it to two
trusted men of the Jerusalem church, Judas and
Silas, who were to visit the churches and more fully
explain the sulject to the Gentile Christians,

he deliverance is wholly fraternal and without
ostentation, ‘There is no hint of right or power on
the part of the Apostles or the Jerusalem church to
lord it over their brethren elsewhere, That was the
ulf-np?olnt«! task of the Judaizers, It s quite
evident that Peter does not regard himself an having
a commission to settle every question that may arise
in the church, If he is ingaxiy pecullar sense ‘‘the
Vicar of Christ,'' he seem# quite unconscious of the
fact, The deliverance is not elaborated from any
profound Fﬂnclph, It may be deacribed as common
sense advice adapted especiaily to the then present
conditions — "‘a modws vivends,"' Dr, McLaren calls
it. The eating of blood and of things strangled
would be especially offensive to the Jew and for thut
reason, if no other, it was expedient that the Gentile
Christians should avoid such food. The eating of

- meat offered in sacrifice toidola was to be avolded

for a like reason, and also because, as Paul elsewhere
shows, it involved a peculiar temptation for weak
brethren, But Paul does not mention the deliverance
from Jerusalem in this connection or hold that the
cating of meat offered to idols was forbidden to a
a Christian on n:{y other ground than that of exped-
iency. The third prohibition had regard to a posi-
tive sin which however waa so common among the
Gentiles and regarded by them so lightly that a
apecial injunction against it seemed necessary,
¥ NN

Editorial Notes.

~=The sermon in the Germain 8t. church 6n Sune
day morning last was on Christian citizenship,
Pastor Gates having reached the thirteenth chapter
in hins series of expository discourses on the Epistle
to the Romans, The sermon was nn able and im-

ressive mﬂn&:‘onh of the principles undorlylt;la‘( .

he duties of Christian citizenship involved in the
Aposties’ admonitions to the Christians of Rome.
It was heard with great interest, and we have no
doubt, :litl:. mmlt‘.b S\tﬁgnthe:u are not !:0

uently n the pulpit. Any pastor who
\?mnmmmt in a series of discourses the
mhla’ of one of Paul's epistles will no doubt find
himself called upon to deal with a number of practi-
cal subjects of great importance, which in the ordin-
ary way of selecting subjects for pulpit discussion
are apt to be puJ aver. ]

\
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