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BIBLE-READING AMONG ROMAN
CATHOLICS.

We showed in a recent iswue, on tbe
testimony of several Protestant minfs-
ters of the gospel in Quebec city, what
is the attitude assumed by the Roman
Qatholic pricsts to the readiog of the
New Testameat by their people. From
what the Antigonish Casket has bhad to
say in reply, it appears to admis that i1
the case of such editions of the New
Testament &8 are circuldted by the Pre-
teatant missionaries and colporteurs —
such as that 87 de Saci, not now author-
ized by “thie church,” though.ohce ap-
proved by Roman Catholic authorities
~—the prieste, by the instraction of their
bishops, condemn the books and forbid
their people to read them. The Casket
does not deny, and probably would ad-
mit that such books are “burned or
mutilated” by the same anthority. Bat
concerning the assertion of the worthy
ministers of the gospel before men-
tioned, that “in almost every instance
where the New Testament is found in &
Roman Cstholic family, itis condemned
to the flames as & book which endangers
salvation,” the (asket boldly says:
“This assertion, as it stands, is falre.
No Catholic bishop or priest in Quebec,
or anywhera else, dare condemn the
New Testament ‘as & book which en-
dangers salvation. Were he to do so
he wouldincur the Church’s anathema."
What our contemporary here means by
the New Teatament is, we suppose, an
edition with comments authorized by
“the .church,” and not a simple New
T however unobjectionable to
Roman Oatholics as & translation, with-
out such notes and authorization. A
New Testament, without notes, such as
the Protestant colporteurs supply, we
suppose we are to understand, the
bishops and the priests do quite well to
condemn “as a book which endangers
salvation.”

And what, after all, is this book
that, taken without note or comment,
it should be forbidden to the people
as a daggerous book? Does it not con-
tain a simple record of the doings and
discourses of our Lord, “the things
which Jesus began to do and to teach”
—the record of & ministry which in word
and deed was for the people, and which
the common people gladly received?
And what else chiefly does this book
contain but & simple record of the acts
of apostles and of their words, also
spoken to the common people, and
their letters written to the men and
women of the churches? Bhould the
Christians of to-day be less intelligent
or less able to receive the word of truth
than were those to whom these dis-
courses andepistles were first add d ¢

> [ know sometbing about

ture are not placed more easily within
the reach of the people. In almost any
town or village in Canada s Protestant
can for a few cents obtain such a copy:
of the New Testament as his pastor will
approve. How is it with the French
Catholics of Quebec? If we are not
misinformed; & copy of the New Testa-

dmdnotmnﬂnh had been sent us

ville, Friday, June 23, at 2 p. m.

o "
dﬂmnndaphea in our columns.
And 80 far is it from true that we sdopt-
ed & partizan position in the discussion,
that near the close of it, one of the
leaders in the movement for separation
ofhhownmadwmthaodlux ex-
his

faction at the course

ment sach as the people are permi

by their bishops to read, is hardly to be
found en sale outside Montreal or Qae-
bec, and where it is obtainable the price
is such as to make very considerable de-

which the paper had pursued. Bat the
gravest offence of the MESSEXGER AND
Vis170R, in the eyes of the framers of
this repott, appears to be its having

firmed, in this ion, the inde-

mands upon the purse of the purch

But further, if we are not antlroly mis-
informed and we have & good deal of
confidence in the soouroe of our informa-
tion, it is rather the exception thin the
rale if s priest encourages any of
his people to read the Soriptures,
even in those editions which have Ihe

d of Baptist church We
certainly had not expeoted to be accused
of introducing any strange or unbaptis-
tic doetrine in stating that a Baptist |
chureh is a body possessing the right of
independent action in the light of the
best information attainable and under
the Divine guid which in all mat-

church's authorization and

A French Protestant minister, who must
,the matter,
writes : “It is only when a herson seems
determinad to have the Bible that they
(the priests) will allow it, in which cade
they think it safer to do so.”. Another
writes : “I'wo’young men, recently con-
verted from Romanism, related to me an
interview which thay had with & priest,
whoacknowledged P

that the Bible whtuh these young men
took with them, to have him pronounce
his judgment upon, was ﬂud'l,Wurd and
a good book to read; but when they
were all golng out of the house, the
priest said privately to the one who
carried the book, ‘Youn had better not,
read that book.' ” The same miniater
again writes : “My mother was & most
devoted Roman Oatholic. She had
conversstion with a Grande Ligne mis
sion colparteur one day, atid she there-
upon made up her mind to secure & Bible
and read it. She applied to her priest
for one, but to her great surprise he did
his utmost to-dissuade her from reading

texs it should seek. Is it not the fact
nlnollm lnmpuno a change of de-
hip. the decial

of the question must finally rest with

oach individual church? Wehave been |
under the Impression, too, that the |
principle of the entire ind d

me looal church, in redpect (0 sny
council, association, convention or an
other body, was one which had been
emphasized by leaders iu this separs-

b of fundamen- |
tlon movement as belng ¢ | ne, and your own school must give you

tal fmportance.

But we are informed it was said, in
justification of the censure which this |
report p that it s a ok
od principle smong Baptists’ that the
minority shall submit to the declslon of
the majority. Buch a principle, it e
evident, most have lta appliostion prin- |
cipally within the individual chusch,
and even there, it is by no moans abso-
lute, sinoe » majority hes no dght to |
override the consclentious convictions |
of & minority. We, however, have al-
ways been quite ready to admit that
if the hes in New B, viok as

the Bible, saying she -would i

lose her soul if she did. But she insist-
ed and he finally lent her a New Testa-
ment with notes, but with the express
injanction that she should retumn it in
two weeks. Bhe returned it, bought
another just like it and found, through
reading it, the pearl of great price.
Bat she was indeed lost—to the priest
and the Roman Catholic church.”
Again, “A few months ago our Bible
woman went with a Roman Catholic
lady to see a priest in M——, to ask
him if the T the missionary

body, or such & majority of them s
might fairly claim to represent the wis-
dom, strength and plety of the denomi-
nation in this provines desire to sepa-
rate from the other provinoes and form
& convention in New Brunswick, then it
isnotonly their undoubted right so to do,
but in such case it would probably be the
part of wisdom and expediency for the
minority to co-operate with the majority.
But what evidence have we that such is
the present condition of things? The

was selling were good or. not. They
showed him de Sacy’s version. He said
it was good once but not now. The
church did not approve it. They
showed him L’Abbe Glaire’s version,
and he said it was good, but he turned
to the Catholic lady and said to her:
“You must not read that Book, if youdo
you will be a Protestant inside of six
months.” The woman pleaded with
him, saying she was deriving i

action of B ls street. ing, of May
81st, at which little more than one third
of the N. B. churches were represented,
affords no proof that the Baptists of New,
Brunswick, as a body, are prepared to re-
Jjectall proposals for & readjustment of the
present system and declare for separa-
tion. None of the associations have as
yet declared in favor of doing away with
the Maritime union. Itis well known,
100, that s large number of the most in-
Biaaiitoy PR

benefit from reading it, byt he would not
hear her talk and turned both away
quite unceremoniously.” “Faocts like
these,” the narrator adds, “are of guite
frequent occurrence here.”

From the reasons above given, we are
forced to conclude that it is not very

the province are strongly in favor of
preserving that union, It remains then
yet to be seen how the churches will
deal with this question, and it is for
them to decide.

In view(of all the facts, therefore, we
are quite content that our resders shall

that, in the p of Quebes,

the Roman Catholic authorities are do-

ing much to encourage their people to

read the Holy Scriptures.
—

The N, B. Western Association’s com-
mittee on Denominational Literature,
in its report to that body, paid its re-
spects to the MEssSENGER AND VISITOR a8
follows :

“Your must express regret

Bat what if Peter did say, as the Cusket
reminds us, that some things in Paul's
epistles were hard to be understood.
The important thing in this connection
is that Peter did not intimate that he,
or any supposed snccessor of his, had
received Divine authority to withhold
Paul's writings from the people unless
they were prepared to surrender their
individual judgments to him and re-
ceive his intrepretation of these Berip-
tures; on paim of exclusion from the
kingdom of Christ. The Casket declares | J'
that Catholics are “encouraged,” though
not “enjoined,” to read the Seri.

concerning the stand taken by our de-
nominstional journal in the recent dis-
cussion of the Convention qnestion.
White views in the province differed so
widely, and these were qaite fully pre-
sented by writers on both sides of the
issue, it would in our oPinion have be-
come the journal itself, covering as it
does the whole field, to have taken an
independent poaluoa, and left a partizan
view of the case to others, Buch course,
if pursued, must lnevihbly lead to the
alienation of a on of New
Brutswick Baptists, ‘m}xr hlpl,

ly to the

cise their judg: , a8 to whether
the charge of having pursned a course
of action “ unbaptistic ” in character and
“disruptive in its tendency” lies pro-

Alh'hemwmolthhbodythoﬂm
session d with = conf

which was largely participated in, snd
was & season of much epjoyment. The
Rev. A. B. MoDonald, the moderator,
presided. At the oconclusion of the
social service, the roll of delegates was
called by the clerk, Rev. B. H. Thomas.
The choice of officers was proceeded
with and the following selection made :
Rev. J. A. Oabill, moderator; Rev. B,
H. Thomass, clerk; Rev. B.D. Ervine,
aesistant clerk; Rev. A. H. Hay-

their private property in the Iste dis-
astrous firve,
HATURDAY AFTERNOON,
Three new churches were received to
bership in this clation, vix. :

ward, Visiting brethren and
sisters were weloomed 1o & seat in the
u‘odnum Beveral of the invited

Marysville, dengﬁdd and 3¢d Canter.
bury churches.
The i on home missions re-

ded by brief add
The oommmee of arrangements re-

For FddAy evenhu I.ha committee of

jon on the

programme. A very able and Instructive
address on this subjeot was given by
De. Bawyer, president of Acadia Univer-
sity. He first plead the cause of Bt Mar-
| tins Beminary, by referring to its value
o the Baptists of New Brunswick. He

fvxrxcd upon them the duty and privi-

{legd of supporting it, by lifting the
heavy debt resting upon it, and also by

| furnishing puplls for its classes. The

neoessity of an- educated laity is upon

this, He brictly alluded to the work of
Acadis Univensity, the sttendance and
| progress of the students—the fact that
the oonMogent from New Brunswick

ported through Rev. Thos. Todd. It
recommends that our home mission be
placed under the management of &
looal board in New Brunswick, This
was discussed and passed.

The mover and seconder of the resolu-
tion laid on the table last yesr in re &
separate Convention, were allowed io
withdraw if, “ pending - tho meeting ol
Jolnt g with the O i

A resolution, appreciative of uuobu
acter and work of Rev. B. H. Thomas,
who fs sbout leaving this sssociation for
another charge, was pnud

The 3then o 4 ported
through Rev, Oalvin Oarrle,  This wes
discussed and passed uoanimounsly,

The committee on Temperance pre-
sented thelr report through Bro. Baker,
lioentiate, of annhkx:i A loug and

was smalier than formerly d dod
consbderation. Heference was also made
to the help that had come to Aoadia
by the munificence of the Iate Mark
Ourry and the Alomnd of the Univer-
nity, each of whom had provided for the
| support of & chalr, so enabling’ us. to
offer better advantages to our students
than formerly, Two of the professoms
are from New Brunawick, and sil are
i d in the ad of the
Baptiste in this province. While haelp
is coming from outside, the conteibu-
tions from the churches are growing less.
It is necessary still to have help from
the Convention Fund. lhy not this

lively di ton followed. The report
was adopted. Some routine busltiees
was attonded to.

BATURDAY AFTERNOON,

The W. B. M. U, held a meeting in
the Methodist church st Jacksouville.
A review of the work at home snd
abroad was had, and a plessant social
service was enjoyed.

BATURDAY KVENING,

The report on Bunday-schools was
preusmad by Bro. M. B, Hall,
A jon in re the
ministers was presented. This was

lm«ndod and passed.
haviog been made for

Hinatl

help be expected, i an

does not give strength to Christ's cause ?
The fathers of our denominstion gave
us & good exsmple of the broad
view of things. As circamstances have
changed, our methods must change in
order to be suitable. We must keep in
sympathy with the youthful life if we
would save them to the best service of
the church. The religious influences at
Acadia for the past year is manifested
by the conversion of many stud in

s phu'otm meeting on the subject of
missions for the evening, the following
programme was carried out: A letter
from Rev. A. Oohoon, corresponding
secretary of the Home Mission Board,
was read, in which he gave a report of
work done by the Board during the lnf.
year. Home Missi were ad

to hover in & portentons way, sod dis-
tant rumbliogé were heard as the one
vexed question now disturbing the
peace and harmony of our New Bruns-
wick churches oame to the fore ; but this
clroumstance only served to give variety
to the scene, as it brought out the graces
of patience, forbearance sad intelligent
CObristian thought. The ochurches of
Jacksonville, Jacksontown and the
county of Carleton are now meeting
with & loss in the removal of Rev. B. H,
Thomss o Massachusetts. His labors
here have been sbundant, faithful and
fruitfal forgood. He leaves an interest-
ing field of labor for his successor. It
would have bun well il some of our
hes in the provi

hld secured his services. The subject
of our chureh Independence is high in
the air just now, overlowering all else in
some minds. It may be well o note
with care that this s not an unmixed
good, but an unbearable evil, if unasso-
oiated in our church life with an intelil-
gent plety. Indeed it is & desteuotive
hobby when §4 is ridden by & religious
crank. Hinoce the Lord has given o our
churches thils groat privilege of lnde
pendent declsion, may He in His great
meroy give us all the grace of wisdom
rightly (o exerclss ourmelves thereln:

o

Outario Lotter

“Lealy June” is well named this
your. The slow growth of the tady
apring is fully stoned for by the rpid
vegelation of the early summer, Our
flelds, gardens and streets are Hierally
“dreased in lving green.” The annual
mesting of

THE TORONTO BAPTIST 8. 8. AR _CIATION
wes held in Jarvis street church, May
80. The secretary’s statistical report
is interesting. It shows what the 21
Baptist Sanday-schools are doing for the
children, The rolls show & membership
of 5,864, The smallest attendance is in
Queen street (colored), 25; the largest,

of | Jarvis street, 674. Two schools have

less than 100 scholars; eight have less
than 200; four have less than 800; one
has less than 400; two have less than
500; two have less than 600; and two
have within the 700. Oae scholar in
every four attended 52 Bundays. The
expense per scholar ranged from 42¢. to
$1.02; the contributions from 620. to
$1.62. Five of these Bunday-schools

have missions under their care. Con-

by Revs. Isa. Wallace and J. W. 8.
Young, general home missionaries ; Rev.
F. D. Crawley read the report of Foreign

snswer to prayer. Worldly amb is
not governing these institutions, but
the anxiety is to have the youth de-
voted to the sexrvice of God, This ad-
dress was well received by the andience,

in| AmODE whom were quite & number of

the sons of Acadia University.

The moderator then introduced Dr.
deBlois, the principal of 8. Marting
Beminary. He expressed the desire
that every brother and sister should say

that Acadia University is ours and Bt. | ¢

Marting Seminary is ours. The last had
been a year of prosperity in the number
of students enrolled, the work done, the
religions influences enjoyed. A pleas-
ing harmony ruled the teachers and

d and the fi ial sucoess ex-

perly against the M AXD Visr-
ToR, which has simply said lhu tha ques-
tion of i in or

from the Maritime union is one in
which each church possesses the right
and liberty of independent determina-
tion, and should seek to exercise that
right intelligently and under Divine

oeeded our expectations. Bome $10,000
had been paid on the debt of the institu-
tion ih the last year—the balance of
debts should be lifted. The aim of the
|chool ia to reach & high standard, to

d well d for

fadlons and ald d the PR
on this subject. He was followed by
Rev. J. H. Ssunders on the same sub-
jeot.

SUNDAY MORNING.

The annual sezmon was preachéd by
the Rev, F. D. Crawley, of Fredericton.
The text chosen was Ps. 86: 6; subject,
“The rightecusness of God in symbol.”
This was presented under two general
divisions: (1) A thought of great com-
ort; (2) An iospiring thought. In
language chaste and forceful, by illus-

versions bered 238, Total school
oollections, $3598.61; total expenses,
$2,62256; total gifts to missions, $1,-
42284,
THE CLOSING EX ERCISES

of Woodstock College were held on
Thursday, Jane 22. Rev. Dr. Foster, of
MoMaster University, had preached the
anndal sermon the previous Sunday
evening. The proceedings began with an
oratorical ocontest. Mr. Bovington, of
Hamilton, spoke on “Latter Century
Civilization ”’; Mr. Hoyt, of Petrolia, on
“The Influence of the Platform,” and
Mr. Packard, of Montreal, on “The
Supremacy of the American Union in
f.he Abouﬂm olSl.nv " The pdu—-

trations apt and realistic, the unch

ableness, power and perpetuity of Ohrist,
Jehovah's righteousness, wias set before
the people in the discussion of the first
division of the subject. Under the
second head “the perpetual incentive to
high endeavor,” suggested by the text,
waa 80 presented as to inspire to noble
efforts and the attainment of & tian
character up' to the full measure of

advanced studies and with fixed moral

id. or whether th distarb-
ance and the threatened disruption is
not rather to be charged against those
brethren who have so industriously
sought to promote revolutionary mea-
sures, and by methods which many have
been surprised to see employed by Bap-
tists. Does anyone seriously think
that it is the MesENGER AND ViISITOR
that has “troubled Israel ”? Is it not
rather they who prefer this charge who
bave done that, by forcing upon our

journal for the free expzudon of our

views. The suggestion also recently

glven enmurlging & portion of the
f th

In support of this it quotes a deliverance
of the last council of Baltimore: “ It
can hardly be necessary to remind you,
beloved brethren, that the most highly
valuod treasure,of every family library
and the most frequently and lovingly
made use of, should be the Holy Berip-
tures.”

Bat the Caskef and the couneil of
Baltimore to the oconteary nothwith
standing, there are som» things which
put us geavely o doubt, whether in the
provinoe of Q 1ebec, where it Ia sald
* the church " conteals the people more
absolutely than saypwhere else i the
world, very much s done 4 encourage
“the faithful " to engage in the stady
of the Beriptures. For one thing, ss we
have before fntimated, I the bishops
thought 1t important that thelr pecple
should make “ frequent and loving uee
of the Bible, they would ses to I that &
larger proportion of the jilgde seoured
such an eduostios s would enshle
them o read the Woed of God For
another thing, if it fs veally desired that

ince, in event of &
formltmn ofa \aw Brunswick Conven-
tion, to remain in,the Maritime Con-
vention, we regard as disruptive in its
tendency and hl{hly injurious to the
peace and prosperity of the body, and
calculated to ldd to the dissatisfaction
existing st the present time.”

This, we think, will be apt to strike
oar readers as & somewhat peculiar way
of thanking the MussexaEn AXD VisiToR
for the very generous amount of space
which the leaders in the agitation for

fon have been itted 1o 00
oupy in ie columns for the purpose of
advoosting & scheme with which the
groat majority of our readers have felt
not the alightest sympathy,

The Mmssxwcen Axp Vigrron ks no
apology 1o offer for the course which it

i

hurches this agitation ? If the present
situation holds anything “ disruptive in
its tendency and highly injurious to the
peace and prosperity of the body,” it
will not be easy for théde esteemed
brethren to shift on to other shoulders
the responsibility for the result.

Tur Nova Bootia Central Associa-
tion, at its recent meeting in Halifax,
very appropristely expressed its sym-
pathy with Revs. A. Cohoon and J. W.
Manning i the aflliction through which
in different forms they each are passing.

Rev. W. H. Jenkins was called to the
platform, without previous notice, and
made & telling speech in favor of our
own institutions of learning in contrast
with the secular schools of our day.

Rev. W. E. McIntyrefollowed with an

Sord ideals. So well pleased was
the association with this sermon that it
was voted tojrequest its publication in
the columns of the MESSENGER AND
Vigrror.
SUNDAY AFTERNOON.

The usual public meeting of the W.
B. M. U. was beld at three o’clock —Mrs. | *
Martell presiding. The appointed lady

t of the ks made by
previous speakers. He declared his
loyalty to these institutions. These we
ought to support. We have many
among us who are able to put Acadia
University and 8t. Martins Seminary

kers failed to appear. These vacan-
cies in the programme were filled by
the services of Rev. J. H. SBaunders, who
spoke on the needs of our Telugu mis-
-lon, and Rev. W. H. Jenkins, late of

out of debt, and we ought to do it. Bat
he was jealous for the honor and frec-
dom of our churches. He said, let our
Christian institutions be cut from the
strings of the Convention.

Rev. Isa, Wallace, Rev. A, E. Iogram
and Bro. Hutchings each made interest-
ing references to their happy experiences
in connection with work done for these
schools.

This deeply impressive service closed

don, who d the North-
west Mission. A missionary solo by
Miss Gilmour was rendered with a
pathos and power that sdded much to
the interest of this sorvice. M. Mar-
tell gave some practioal suggestions as
to plans and methods of missionary
work in the home department. Rev.
Tsa. Wallace was given a few minutes in
which to plead for the Grande Ligne
Mission. Inthis bhe was supported by
the Rov. B. H. Thomas. A collection
of $16 was taken for the W, B. M. U,
work. This was the packed congrege:

at s htibour.
BATURDAY MORNING,
I were inted to ton of the dath

AT the regular annual meeting of the
Associated Alumni of Acadia OollenJ
the following officers and directors were
elected : Hon. J, P, Chipman, president;
E. W.Bawyer, vloo-pt-hlul 0. E.Sea

this nnodldun in the Southern and
Eastern Assoclation of New Brunswiok,
and directors for the N. B. Baptist Edu-
cation Boclety were also appointed.
m report on Denominstional Liters-

man,

Dr. J. B. Hall, E.LIMAJ‘ Kemp-
ton, H. L. Beckwith, C. A. Baton, Frank
H. £aton, 8. W. Cummings. All monies
due on unpaid subscriptions can be for-

warded to the
Woltvlle, X. 8, wh will
the same.

ture was d by Rev. W.E. Mo
Intyre. An amendment to a resciution
for adopting this report wes, afler
short disoussion, lost-~14 10 16. The re-
port was sdopled by the same mejority,

st | The report consured the MuseNaER XD

A large congregath hered in the

I(x Bovington. The gndunﬁng clA-
numbered nine. Three of these—Meossrs.

National Wealth,” “ Tact, Push and En-
ergy.”

The speaker of the day was Hon. Jobn
Dryden, Minister of Agriculture in the
Oatario Cabinet. Chancellor Rand was
present, but did not speak, owing to ill-
ness.

On Bunday evening, June 18th, Prof.
Trotter preached the annual sermon for
Moulton Ladies’ College, Toronto.

During the following week the clos-
lng events occurred, Sndndingnoonee:i,

ption and the grad
The gradustes numbered thirteen, and
represent Ontario, Qaebec, British Col-
umbis, the United States, and, in the
pecson of Miss Van Zile, New Bruns-
wick and 8t. John's.
OBITER.

The June associations are in fall
swing,

Grace Baptist church, Montreal, has
followed the example of Jarvis street
church, Toronto, and will hereafter pay
taxes on its church building.

When the members of the church at
Goble's Comers drove to their place of
worship Bunday morning, May 21, they
found their bullding had been burned.
Cause, supposedly lightning. Loss, 82
600; insurance, $1,700.

Baunday, June 4, was Bunday-school
Home Mission Day.

" Coat datd

of the

rvcn mm.mmba-

H. Jenkine, & thoroughbred
NuBmm'teknu.lnhduAn‘h,
with some i in the p in

programmes.
Rev, G, M. W, Carey, of Ottaws, has
resigned, 1o sooept the pastorate of the

Nova 8sotis and & thires yoam' conme in

in demand o tbis bis native provisee
The prospeots of his settiomant bore are
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