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JPPOSITION ARE
READY FOR FIGHT

CHARD M‘BRIDE IS
SELECTED AS LEADER

Eighteen Members Ranged in Hostility
to the Government—Active Fight
Commences on Monday.

he members of the opposition in the
slature held a caucus last night in the
ard hotel when the situation’ ‘was
oughly talked over and a definite
angement reached in regard to the
se of those who oppose the present
ernment during the session. 'The
bcus was attended by eighteen mem-
s of the House, and was prolonged
il about 3 o’clock this morning. A
rse of action was mapped out, and
McBride, ex-minister of mines, was
ectad as leader during the session.
A feature of the caucus were the over-
res made on behalf of the government
br the members of the opposition to re-
hrn to the government fold for the
wpose of freeing the administration of
e incubus of Joseph Martin. Alluring
s were made, and it is understood
wat an offer was made to give the op-
eition the two vacant portfolios, and
he Speakership, if they would come to
PIINS. The offer was indignantly
jpurned, a number of the members ex-
ressing the determination to abide by
he decision reached prior to the New
estminster convention and remain in
estility to the administration,
It is understood also that the Premier
hdertook, if a truce would be accepted,
renounce his alliance with Joseph
artin, aned to express his regret for
p same. 3
Richard MeBride, who was selected as
hder, was seen this morning and con-
med the report that he had been
flected for that post. He added:
‘The conwention did me that honor,
hd I will have the assistance during the
ssion of an advisory committee con-
ting of Messrs. H. D, Helmcken, R.
. Green, Capt. Tatlow, A. W, Neill,
eris Murphy and C. W. Munro. Mr.
reen was selected as whip.
“The convention, considering the di-
rse eleements of which it was com-
psed, was wonderfully harmonious, and
he attitude of the party to the Duns-
uir-Martin government was one of pro-
punced hostility.
“We are mow _ thoroughly organized,

hd although we do not intend to occupy | them.

position of factious opposition on the
bening day of the session, we will com-
ence active and aggressive action
hen the House reassembles on Monday.
‘e believe that in the event of the gov-
nment being defeated, as seems prob-
¢, that an appeal to the country will
fentirely unncessary, and that a =zood
bng working government can be form-
o carry on the business of the House
he end of its natural political term.
Che question of the introduction of
roper measure of redistribution will
y engage the attention of the party.
members, too, regard the conduct
he government in declining to open
Victoria seat as monstrous, and will
pll in their power to bring on that
election without delay.
may add that we have the positive
rance of the hearty co-operation and
rt of the Liberal-Labor members,
prs. Smith Curtis and J. H. Haw-
pthwaite.”
nearly as can be learned the fol-
members were present: Messrs.
rd, Curtis, Fulton, Garden, Green,
ard, Helmecken, Kidd, Munro,
hy, MecBride, McPhillips, Neill,
E. C. Smith, Tatlow, Taylor
xifford,
pember of the government said to-
at they had no fears regarding
tcome. If a vote was to be *aken
eleetion of the Speaker this after-
the government will have at least
£ a majority. Several of the mem-
ho attended the opposition cau-
8t evening were at the govern-
aucus this morning and pledged
upport to-the government.

INING AND POLITICS.

of Smith Curtis Regarding Mines
and Political Situation.

h Curtis, the aggressive member
ssland . distriet, arrived by the
r last evening, and attended the
on caucus. While Mr. Curtis
ed his uncompromising opposi-
he Dunsmuir government and to
rtin, he stated plainly that he
sberal and would not have any-
p do with electing a Conservative
the opposition forces. He favor-
er, the appointment of a Conser-
cader and a Liberal leader, both
to co-operate in defeating the
pir government. To a Times re-
tive Mr. Curtis said this morn-

nt six weeks in Eastern Can-
ich is enjoying an extra good
era, but the public looks as-
mining investments in British
Our local government and
flop politicians have created a
disgust and distrust. The im-
prevails that our law makers
s doing things unfriendly to
Something should be dome to
this. In view of the recent
line in the price of copper and
of the outrageous unfairness
pde mines that are so greatly

| more and more look for capital. I deplore

|

t

' purpose.”

t vious meeting.

v the declination in prices, I,
ror of throwing off this ore |

her for thrée years, and then
tax entirely upon the profits
returns that are used to cop-
lopment works should pay no
a change would be a splendid
ent for the provinee and
urther than anything €else to
apital that the government
preciated onr  greatest- in-
ndicious = advertising of ‘our
sources should be carried on
es, whence we must now and

}
|

‘the greatest confidence in the Tablets and

the utter failtire of gur department of
mines to do “anything ' substantial for
mining. Mining in-my constituency -is
progressing and the output rapidly “in-
creasing. It is wunderstood’ the -.copper
producers in the States have settled their
differences and ‘the price will rule at
about 14 cents a pound—a satisfactory
price.”

‘Regarding the political situation he
said: “My attitude in the Heouse will
be exactly as it has” been. When Mr.
Martin deserted his cause last sesSion
I stated I would stand as a representa-
tive' of Liberalism and labor, and would
speak for myself alone. I have always
been an opponent of the Dunsmuir gov-
ernment and will continue to give it
my uncompromising opposition, as un-
worthy of support by any one desiring
a clean, capable and economic govern-
ment. The so-called Liberal convention
was not representative, and the methods
pursued in securing many delegates, ob-
jectionable. In January through the
Coast nress I. went on record that I
would not be bound by a misrepresenta-
tive convention. - When the controlling
faction took upon themselves to remodel |
its make-up, it stultified itself by not so
far as possible under the circumstances
equalizing the representation. Rossland
riding was entitled to seven times as
many delegates as Hsquimalt, yet the
latter had twice as many delegates, and
the faction deliberately voted down a
proposal to partly correct this. Ia place
of the convention being made .to unite
all Liberals, thus insuring future suc-
cess at the polls, it was coarsely engi-
neered to heln out the overweaning
self-centring ambitions of one man.
The moment it was seen that the lead-
ership would cause a split, the appoint-
ment should have ‘been left in abey-
ance. Mr. Martin’s immediate ambition
was satisfied, by means of which the
least said the better. Imagine Sir Wil-
frid Laurier or Edward Blake packing
a convention for such, or any other

SEMI-MONTHLY MEETING.

Business Transacted by the Trades and .
Labor Council Last Night,

The regular semi-monthly meeting of
the Vietoria Trades and Labor Council
was held last night in Labor hall, {re-
dentials were received from the follow-
ing: W, T. Scott, representing the
Pressmen’s union; James Deans, O. L.
Charlton and Wylie Caulson, represent-
ing the team drivers; Thomas Sehl the
plumbers; George ¥, Hanft and A, Mec-
Intosh, the barbers; G. Clyde, boiler-
makers, and E.. €. Knight and A. Kelly,
the electeric/workers.

“The organizing committee’s report
shcwed excellent progress since the pre-
The committee was aug-
mented by two new members, Messrs.
G. R, Greenwood and J. Hancock.

There was quite a discussion over the
question of Chinese in the public schools,
and a delegation was ultimately appoint-
ed to wait upon the board of trustees
and place the council’s views betore

A request was read from the Quebec
Shoeworkers’ union that the council do
not patronize unfair shops. A communi-
cation of a like nature was received
from Dayton, Ohio, and the delegates
pledged themselves to purchase none Lut
‘union-made shoes.

The Postmaster-General, Hon. W.
Mulock, in acknowledging the receipt of
a communication from the council, stated
that the question of increasing the pay ,
of the postmen was receiving consider-
ation. !

The council intend incorporating, and
the secretary was authorized to bring -it
about through H, D, Helmcken. |

The Barbers’ union delegates reported
tbat they would favor the bill proposed
by the Vancouver union if certain
amendnments- were made.

The proposal to organize a waterfront
federation was reported by the delegates |
from the various unions along the'
waterfront to meet ‘with the hearty ap-!
proval of the unions, l

The delegates from the Carpenters’!
union reported that -they were endeavor-
ing to induce the master carpenters to !
organize an association, and asked the:
assistance of the council, which was |
granted. They desire an eight-hour day.

CHOIR BOYS' STRIKE.

New York, Feb. 17.—Led by th= 12-
year-old son of the rector forty boys,
comprising the choir of St. Clement’s
Protestant Episcopal church, have gone
on ‘a strike and at the morning s,crvice,

who furnished all the vocal music, They
had preczded this by stoning the chajel’
Saturday evening, and werc routed by
the police,

At the evening service the boys main--
tained a dignified silence. There were
two policemen stationed at the main en-
trance to the church. '‘At the conclusion
of the service the boys stopped on the
corner and discussed their grievances.

To-day the forty strikers—the oldest is
not yet fiftean years—will tell the rector,
Rev. Dr. Franklin Moore, with the
rector’s son as spokesman, that the
organist and choirmaster has instituted
a plan of fines that takes from them all
remuneration for their services and
feaves them in debt to the church at the
end of each month.

—Capt. McKinnon, of the British ship
Belford, which arrived from London on
Monday night, reports Laving experi-
enced a terrific gale off the Columbia
river © from February 10th to Febrnary
12ta. During the captain’s long experi-
ence as a master mariner he never en-
countered a gale of such violence. .It
carried away several small sails, and al-
thoungh the ship was travelling under
bare poles. it ‘required four men at the
wheel to hold her to her course, The
captain had a narrow escape through
having had his head and shoulders forced
almost through the railing. The wind
carried him with such force against the
side of the ship that It was only the
breath of his shoulders which prevented
him having been precipated into the sea.
On Febrnary 9th he spoke the German
ship Sehliffbeck, in ballast and inward
bound.

INDIGHESTION CAN'T STAY where Dr.
Yon Stan’s Pineapple Tablets are arraved
against it. Thomas Smith, of Dover, Ont.,
says: “I am delighted with them—from al-
most the first using I have been entirely re-
lHeved of the pains of indigestion—I' have

1y d them to any and every

kﬁﬁﬂi ﬁqu‘f;tmch troubles.”” 35 cts,

Sold by Jackson & Co. and Hall & Co.~112.
A'kr

,g?!

1 Fox. Munro & Co., W.

WELL KNOWN CITIZEN
‘'DIED THIS MORNING

i

H. N. Short Passed Away at His Resi-
dence, Oak Bay, This Morning—
He Was a Pioneer.

Death this morning. removed’ one of
Vietoria’s most widely known pioneers
in Henry Short, the Douglas street gun-
smith, His demise was not wholly un-
expected, a§ he was in the merciless
grip of a malady which could have none
other than a fatal termination. He bas
been ill for many months, but he never
recovered from the shock caused by the
death of his daughter a short time ago,
which, it is, believed, hastened his end.
Previous to “his last attack of illness,
“a fortnight ago, he was able to get out
for a few days, but was shortly after-
wards confined to his bed again, growing
gradually weaker until this morning,
when he expired at his residence, Ross
Bay.

Henry Shert was a native of Cork,
Ireland, where he was born fifty-nine
years ago. He came to Victoria in 1862,
having left London on the ship Tyne-
mouth, which brought out a large num-
ber of well ‘kgown pioneers, the majority
of whom have already passed into the
great beyond.

Unlike many of the early comers, he
did not fall a victim to the gold fever.
and consequently did not embark in min-
ing enterprises. Instead, he engaged at
once iu the gunsmith business, his first
establishment being a little strusture
near the corner of Pandora and Gov-
eroment streets. Subsegmently he re-
moved his business to Fort street, where
he built up a thriving trade. He re-
moved to Douglas street about ten years
ago, and until his illness was always to
be found in his premises as enthusiastic
as when he"first embarked in business
in this city in the early sixties. Mr,
Short was an active sportsman and an
erergetic, skilful votary of both the gun
and rod. ‘He was full of life and hearty
spirits, of a benevolent disposition, and
will be greatly missed by a large circle
of friends and acquaintances.

He was past master of Victoria lodge,
A. O. U. W, and a member of the
Pioneer Society.

He was an ardent lover of music, and
many a_ time in the good old days de-
Ighted the pioneers by his splendid voice.
He was leader of Christ Church Cathed-
ral choir for many years, and ‘subse-
quently " conducted the choir of the Re-
formed Episcopal church,

He leaves a widow, a daughter and
two sons, Nugent and Richard. Further
notice of the funeral will be given.

‘A LARGE NUMBER OF

PRIZES ARE DONATED

List of the Specials Offeréed to Date—
Competitors Will Have Something
to Compete. For.

The appended list of special prizes
have been already donated for the Vie-
toria City Kennel club show to be held

{ in Philharmonic nall, April 3rd, 4th, and

oth. Some others will be announced
next week, when the committee having
the premium lists in charge will make
their final report. In addition, the V.
C. K. C. are offering cash prizes, cups

» and medals for first prize winners in all

classes. The list is as follows:

Hon. D. M. Eberts, solid silver cup,
value, $25; G. Riley, solid silver cup,
value $25. Silver cups, Mayor Hay-
ward, J. Redelsheimer, Pacific IKennel
League, San Francisco Kennel club,
Molson’s Bank. A. E, McPhillips, M.P,
P, Heary Croft, Bank of Commerce;
specials, Mowat . & Wallace, Weiler
Bros.,, D. A. Upper, €. Wenger, Q.
Ormond, Watson & Hall, Hibben & Co.,
Geo. Jay, D. E. Campbell ;M. & H. A,
T. Andrews,
G. Hartnagle, cash, $2.50; Dr. L. Hall,
cash, §250; T. P. McConnell, cash,
$2.50; Dr. G. L. Milne, twe special nug-
get pins; C. P. LeLievre, box Horse
Shoe cigars; Bowes & Co.; bottle per-
fume, value, $1.50; Campbell & €Cullin,
hox cigars; W. &. J Wilson, silk um:
brella; Grotto saloon, box of cigars; 'C;

 hooted and ‘jeered the four men soloists{octterfield, bottle' ' whiskey; A. Ander-

nach ?igflrelté case; ‘Colonist, one year’s
subseription; Times, one year’s’ subscrip-
tion;' Pichon & Lenfesty, fishing rod;
Hall & C€o., bottle of perfume, value,
$1.50; J. Darling, fruit cake, value, $5;
W. Duncan, dog collar; S. Shore, spe-
cial; Barnsley & Co., knife, value, 2.00;
H. Cole, Prichard house, bottle whiskey;
B. C. Baddlery Co., dog collar; C. R.
King, two pounds Monsoon tea; R. W.
Clarke, five-pound box of candy; B. C.
Drug store, razor; MeceCandless Bros.,
silk umbrella; W. G. Cameron, best hat
in store; T. Skotbolt, two specials; Dixi
H. Ross, bottle Scotch whiskey; F.
Norris, dog collar; T. Gold, box Capital
cigars; W. J. Fendray, box White Swan
soap; John Cochrane, bottle perfume,
value, $3.00; Excelsior Biscuit Co., case
dog biscnits; J. McSweeny, fine ham;
J. H. Todd, box cigars, value, $6.00;
Seattle English Setter club, solid silver
medal.

The Toronto 'Telegram’s cable says
the Welshmen have adopted Mr, Cham-
berlain’s proposal, and have started a
subscription for the purpose of removing
the Welsh colony in Patagonia to Can-
ada. The sum of $7,500 is already sub-
scribed.

The Germ Theory
0f Gancer

The theory of the origin of cancer,
which we have long upheld, is now being
amply demonstrated by English and Ger-
man scientists. Many scoffed at us at
first and were inclined to be incredulous.
Now, with hundreds of cures to our cred-
it, there are very few indeed who will
doubt the efficacy of our New Constitu-
tional Remedy, which cures cancer by
getting ‘at the root of the trouble—des-
troying the eancer germs and poisons in
the blood: If you wWould like full particu-
lars of this treatment, send two stamps
to Stott & Jury, Bowmanville, Ont.
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Read what those who Vou d
have answered this

MONTREAL, Qne,
Gentlemen.—I have recei-
ved your premiums and I
must say they are handsome
1 cannot imagine how you can
afford it, for your remedies
are good value for the money
alone your Kidney and Liver
Pills in particular. I enclose
you $1.50 for 6 more packages
and your premiums, yours
truly, 1. A. Morson,

SOUTH AUGUSTA,
Dear Sirs.—It is with great
pleasure I write to thank you

of silverware and [ am sure I

Co. also for their remedies.

ware, yours truly,

FERNIE P.0., B.C.
remedies and Sugar Shell I
it and I sold all the medicine
sending you $1.50 by P, O.
bors names who each want 6

sell, 1 remain yours truly,

Mrs. THos. PENNICOTT. tunity
PER forget.

PERTH, Ont.
Gentlemen.—1 have recei-
ved the set of silverware pre- I'etlll‘n
miums and prize them high{!
they are very prenty indeed,
Thanking you very much, I
remain yours truly,
Carrie M. ROTHWELL, Sugar
MONTREAL, Que. :

Dear SirsA—Mnny‘ thanks C111€S

for the nice premiums you sent

hope to be able to send you -
another order early in the new pald-

year, Yoursrespectfully, :
Mrs THPQ:S Havr, lf you

32_5_!. Urbain St. Goods’

Nothing can stem the tide of

_among our delighted patrons. Si

in send

plchiuofyourremedies to This is not an Oppor-

quest Zo-day, that is all
you have to do.

for selling your medicines. I promptly mai]ed, P%t'

o g ey man. @t Elegant Sugar Shell

glopulnr_ favor into ylhich our wor[k 75. CZ”[S) /or SZ-”Z'

e mamber you DLy making the effort.
J ELECTINE MEDIC

DE

Send us your name and address on the below request, and we will take pleasure
ing you free of anv charge this SOLID ARIZONA SILVER SUGAR SHELL.
1 don’t have to buy anything. The gift is unconditional. It is a bid for your ever-
St it lasting friendship and good will, and if you do not read this advertisement through
agvertisem ). and answer it at once, it will be a2 loss to yourself and a disappointment to us.

This Sugar Shell is an

absolute gift

5090285

, 5 S O

to every lady answering
this advertisement.

¢

to put off and
Just sign and
the attached re-

The
Shell and Medi-
will then be

Remember, even NAME

e

for the way you have weated ‘With the Sugar Shell we will send you 6 packages of Standard Electine Remedies,
e which we wish you to sell, if you can, at 25 cents each. Then return our money, and we
for the kindness and prompt- will grive you adsolutely free a Butter Knife and Pickle Fork, same pattern as your
S e e Sugar Shell, and also a Set of 6 Full-Size Solid Arizona Silver Teaspoons. If you fail
iy, v, [0 S€11 our Medicines, return them to us and retain the Sugar Shell as 4 gift, it being

Jree in any event. Our Solid Arizong Silver Premiums are fast superseding Sterling

Dear Sirs.—L received your O11Ver for Tableware. They always look as well, and wear better; theyare the same
was very much peased wih Deautiful metal all the way through and are gnaranteed for 50 years. There is nothing else
within 'an hour and 1am Jike them éxcept Sterling Silver, and nothing “just as good.” Now, please don’t throw
Order andtwo of my meigh. this paper down and say to yourself, “I’ll write to those Electine people to-morrow.”

0 000 0 00 0 10, 0 0 00 0 0 10 0 0 0 W, 8 N A A B AR

REQUEST FOR SUGAR SHELL AND MEDICINES.
Electine Medicine Co., Limited, Toronto, Ont.

Ship immediately, by mail, I Solid Arizona Sifber Sugar Shell and Six 25-cent
Packages of Electine Remedies. I agree to make an earnest effort to sell the Medi-
cines, and return you the money, with the understanding that I am to receive for
this service a2 Batter Knife and Pickle Fork, same pattern as Sugar Shell, and
also Six Full-Size Solid Arizona Silver Teaspoons. H Hail to sell the Medicine,
I'will retura it to You within 30 days, and retain the Sugar Shell as a gift from you,

fail to sell our
you at least have

20,3000 330 00,9 M M AN A A

{Write Name Plainly, ‘*Mrs’’ or **Miss’’)

ncerely yours,

PLEASE WRITE VERY ' VERY' PLAINLY.

TO

il

e st

T E———" dessas

FEBRFRN PSR PR RV R PR OT TR T @O R e

INE CO., Limited,

THE STEAMER AMUR

BRINGS DETAILS OF
AVALANCHE DISASTER

Indians Near Dawson Found in a
Starving Condition—Bertba Passed
in Fitzhugh Sound.

Calling first at Vancouver and then
continuing her voyage from Skagway, the
C. P. N, Steamer Amur arrived. here
last night with a small number of pas-
sengers from points in the North, “The
trip, except when crossing Queen Char-
lotte Sound, was made in smooth water.
In passing through kKitzhugh Sound the
wrecked Bertha: was seen. The wvessel
was lying easily on the rocks, her bow
pretty well submerged, and her stera
well out of water.

The steamer brings news of the bodies
of Thomas MeDevitt, James lodge and
Chris Jensen, the three men ‘whe perish-
ed in a showslide on Prince of ‘Wales
Island on February 38rd, having been
recovered by a searching party ten days
later. 'The bodies had been swept 400
feet down the mountain side by the ava-
lanche and were buried deep in the snow,;
as-described in last Wednesday’s Times.
‘Particnlars, however, are now given. Ae-
cording to an exchiange MeDevitt, Lodge
and Jensen were employed.in the com-
pany’s tunnel and were.on: their way to
work when caught 4n the great rush of
snow. They had just left the cook
house, which is 300 yards distant from
the tunnel’s entrance. A fourth man,
Charles Farran, remained in the cook
house to wash up the breakfast dishes.
This saved his life. It was still_dark

They had no warning of their impending

avalanche that suddenly came roaring

Farran rushed from the cook: house:in
search of his companijons.
ness he cotld find no trace of them, bvt
hoping that they had reached the tunnel

mouth, but only to find that they were '
missing. He searched in the snow for
their tracks, but could not find them, '
and then realizing what had happened
he quickly spread the news of the catas-
trophe among the miners of the vicinity.
A rescue party of six was formed, which
searched all day for the lost men, but '
finally were compelled to abandon the
work, ‘thinking it hopeless.

Five days after the distaster the sloop
Columbia brought the news of the occur-
rence. A search party of 15 was at once
organized, and started for the stine of
the disaster. The work was extremely
difficult and arduous, but the members
of the party were determined to succeed.
The great mass of snow and debris was
tunneled, drifted and cross-cut in all
directions. Fortunately the snow was
tightly packed and easily drifted. The
men worked faithfully but without re-,
sult until they had progressed 400 feet
down the mountain side, when the three
bodies were found, all lying, close to-
gether. The bodies lay beneath 12 feet
of snow. They. were carriefs down to
the steamer and taken to Ketchikan on

February 13th, The Redmen took charge

FROM LYNN CANAL,

when the men started over the trail for 3
the tunnel after eating their breakfast. | tle “hope }s entertained for the safety of

and were safe he hastily ran to the ;

of McDevitt’'s remains, which were to
be interred at Ketchikan the following
| Saturday. The disposition of the re-
mains of the other two is not given in
the advices received. ?

A story of starvativn also comes in.the
Amur’s mail. The return to Dawson of
the constable sent up the Klondike to

Indians reported up there,discovers things
to be about as bad as they well can be.
The Peel river Indians first discovered
them on their way to Dawson.
titute Indians- were found by the com
stable to be located on the nerth fork

of the Klondike about 35 miles from its !

junction with the main stream, wiich
makes them distant from Dawson about
l 75 miles. There were found to be 15 of
them all told, all belonging to the tribe
of the Blackstone, and are all the way
from some remote region beyond the
Rocky mountains. The 15 includes
squaws and papooses. It was learned
that the region inhabited by the Indians

of game this season, and starvation
stared the whole tribe in the face. Ow-
ing to the scarcity, it was deemed not
advisable to hunt in big parties, but to
divide up and scatter iover the face of
the earth.
in question wandered on till they came
to their present eamp. - The visiting con-
stable found the remnant of the tribe
in a bad way indeed. It had been so
long since they had captured anything
to eat that when the constable arrived
he found them living on the offal of the
game captured earlierin the season. Not
a vestige of anything else was to be
found in the camp, an8@ the starving
people reported themselves to have been
living in the same way for weeks. As
a result of this investigation stupplies
were immedintely didpatched to the retiet
of  the starving. peeple.- .

_INQtj@IEs JFOR RED ROOK. .

many inquiries from England during the
last week“or’ so concerning the accuraey
of the reports regarding the Red Rock,
the salmon laden ship of which they are
agents, and from which a life buoy ‘was
found on the West Coast, as also some
salmon cases. These inquiries come
i largely from insurance speculators and
give the impression that in England lit-

" the ship. Ome letter states that there is

doom until they were engulfed by the i considerable excitement in London over

! the ship, and that insurance premiums

down the mountain side on which the ,'went up to 60 per cent., and even more
mines are situated. Hearing the crash,

in some instnnces._ In reply to these in-
quiriés the local agents have, of course,

information. All they have been able to
do is te forward clippings from the local
newspapers concerning what was picked
up on the West Coast from the vessel,

In the dark- ! not been able to furnish any very specific
i
1

! and to add that in' Victoria the opinion

Leld among shipping men is that the
Red Rock is safe,

IR

RIVALRY FOR TRADE.

This year will see one of the keenest
fights among steamship lines for the
handling of Dawson and all Yukon

' freight that has ever taken place in the

north. The competition will be between
the White Pass & Yukon Railway Com-
Liny o2 the one hand gnd the companies
operating ocean going steamers on the
Ncme and St, Michael route on the
other, When seen this morning Agent
Greer of the railway eompany said that
the rates would be so reduced over the
Skagway and Dawson line as to prac-
tically freeze out all opposition. The
White Pass & Yukon Company have
their own fleet of river and lake steam-
ers for the stretch of waters lying be-
tween White Horse and Dawson.’ It has
‘srrangements with different ¢ompanies

kaving vessels on the Skagway run, and ..

Mr, Greer states that the rates will be
put down so low that the St. Michael &

investigate the condition of the starving !

The des: '

has experienced a remarkable absence '

This was ‘done, and the 15

Yukon fleet cannot hope to receive any
of the upper Yukon trade. Last year it
will be remembered that an immense
amount of freight went up the Yukon,
and preparations are: again in progress
ifor a large business. - A list of those
istenmors now announced for the Nome
and St, Michael route is as follows:
Net Passenger
Tonnage. Capacity.
P 700
2,561 700
2,567
966

(513 [ e PR e
Indiana ..
Pennsylvan

ortland ...

. Paul
@ Garonne .
| Byra ..

RDARD 56 wio:oth o 2% oy s o
State of California
RoanoKe . .i.cvis ceveans
Oregon 342 550
Nome City 0 300
John 8. Kimball ........ 1,208 350
Charles Nelson &00 2
Centennial 350
Jeanie 363 250
TROERY L. i el s s 81,228 6,950

A meeating of the companies controlling
these ships was held in Seattle a few
days ago to arrange rates, but nothing
was done owing to the White Star
Steamship Company, which owns the
Oregon, not being represented.

It is known that, on large shipments,
cne of the companies is now quoting a
$9 ship’s tackle rate, ‘and it is reasonable
to presume that these quotations are
based on the two largest steamers, be-
ing the Lyra aund Hyades. The former
has a net tornage of 4,200 and the lat-
ter of 2,932.

LUMBER SIGHTED ADRIFT.

As a result of the recent gale along
the West Coast it is feared that some
lumber vessel has met with some mishap
off Cape Flattery. The steamship Tam-
pito, which has - just reached  Fort
Fownsend, reports. . that -20. miles . off

L Pmatilla reef she. passed, thmu;_;h, At
Aarge wmount ‘of wreckage ‘consisting of

Robt. Ward & Compény have ].!cswt.d;g-l\lmber and -lath, principally "lath, and

lier captain thinks some vessel has lost
her entire deck load. ~The Wreckage had
the appearance of having been in the
water only a short time, as it was scat-
tered little. The Tampico had a
very stoMRy voyage Ifrom Honolulu, :
having encountered continuous sforms |
until port was reached.

Since the first of this month six ves-
sels in all have left the British Colum-
bia and Puget Sound mills, and shipping
men will await ‘with som¥e anxiety the
arrival of each at their respéftive des-
tinations, Of this fleet the Pwegian
ship Altavela and the British barque
Elizabeth Nicholson sailed from '‘Van-
couver, the former for Calais and the
latter for Shanghai. Both sailed on the
11th inst., and were evidently caught in
the same gale which crippled the seal-
ing schooners Umbrina, and which neces-
sitated her rcturn to port for repairs.
The American schooner Alice Cooke left
Port Gamble for Honolulu on the same

 day, while the other vessels of the

Sound fleet left on the 6th and Tth. The :

Willinm Bowden left Tacoma for Ade-
laide on the 6th, the Fred J. Wood left
Tacoma for Adelaide on the 6th and the
American schooner Muriel left Blakeley
for Noumia on the Tth. Marine men
think it is possible that the Iumber
sighted by the Tampico came from some
of these craft, but which one it would
be difficnlt to state. The lumber is evi-
dently the deck load of one, whicb after
losing this portion of her eargo might
have proceeded without further mishap. '

SEALERS AT CALIFORNIA PORTS ;

Three at least of the Vietoria sealers
which hunt seal off the coast of lower
California have been reported. The City
of San Diego, it will be remembered, was
the first of the fleet that was heard from.
Sooft after the news came of her safe
prrival the Vera reported at Monterey
with' 61 :skins. ' About ten days ago the
Casco followed into Drake’s Bay, All

three had very stormy weather in work~
ing south, but all escaped injury. None,
however, did anything in the sealing line
worthy of mention, the weather having
been too stormy for the boats to have
been lowered even if seals had beem
seen.

COLLECTOR IVEY EXPLAINS,

Collector Ivey has written a letter to
the United States treasury departmeat.
in explanation of his presumptuons snd
arrogant order ? close the port of Un-
alagka to Canddian sealers. He criti-
cizes the goverfiment, the officers of the
1evenue serviee, and says that the order
was directed against “the vile and law-
less industry of exterminating the seal
herd,” he says:

“As the season is near when the cus-
tomary instructions are issued by the de-
partment to revenue cutters to cruise in
Behring sea, I take the liberty of saying
that to give some practical vitality to
that branch of the customs service one
of its vessels should be stationad at
Unalaska, not at anchorage in port, but
to cruise along the Aleutian islands dur-
ing the sealing season in prevention of
| pelagic operations, seizing and harassing

seal hunters lying in wait within the

marine jurisdiction of the United States
for the seals as they pass to and from
the ocean to the sea.

+ “I see no reason why the lessees of tke

Pribiloff islands, when their lease ex-

the government for fifteen to twenty
i million dollars for damages sustained in
}consequence of the feeble efforts put
: forth by the government to prevent seal
herding upon a reservation of the United
States. The very least it can do now is
to refuse these depredators the use of
the ports and harbors of the TUnited
States® as bases of operations and snp-
plies. ‘ i
“To me' it seems a great misfortane
that the government. undertook to settle
a question of public revenué, pure and
simple, by diplomacy and arbitration,
when it had at hand the ready means,
the use of its' own machinery, to protect
its own indnstry and the rights of its
lessees, and  to- collect its taxes by en-
forcing observance of the laws.”

ARRIVED AT LIVERPOOL.

‘“The British ship Largo Law, the first
of the salmon carriers of last season
to sail from the Fraser river for the
United Kingdom, is reported,” says the
Vancouver Province, “as having arrived
at Liverpool on February 10th—Monday
iast. The Largo Law was the first ves-
sel of the season’s fleet to sail, she hav-
ing departed on October 9th, 1901. She
was followed two days later by the
Blytheswood for the same port, but the
Intter vessel has not been heard from.
The Largo Law made the voyage to
Liverpool in the good time of 124 days.
Her cargo consisted of 67,543 cases.”

MAY RAISE RATES.

An Associated Press dlispatch sent out
from San Franecisco states that mail ad-
vices received from Japan say that it is
reported that at a recent conference at-
tended by representatives of the Nippon
Yusen Kaisbha, the Toy Kisen Kaisha,
the Pacifie Steamship Company, the
Occidental & Oriental Steamship Com-
pany and the Canadian Pacific Steam-
ship Company it was dectded to raise
the rates on freight between Japan and
this coast at an early date.

LADYSMITH COMMUNICATION.,

The board of trade of Vancouver has
Inid a request before the E. & N. Rail-
way Company, whiech operates 'the
steamer Joan ' between Vancouver »nd
Nanaimo, that she be allowed to call at
Ladysmith twiee 'a ‘week, the days to
be specified, carrying mails, passensgurs,
and freight. §

The four ocean routes employ 1,000
steamers.
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