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COL MATHESON'S biow™™
100 ROSY_T0 CRITICIZE

E. J. B. Panse Confesses That
the Surplus is Teo Genuine to
Be Attacked, and Confines His
Attentien to a Criticism of
University Financés — Gives

Late Govermment Much Credit. |

. Everybody was glad to get the budget
dcbate well started, as it was in the
Jegislature last night, and the estimates
o1 the way to consideration. As a be-
ginping three votes for civil govern-
were passed, in the lieutenant-
governor's, the prime minister’s and
the edufation department offices of
$4200, $14,550 and $29,899 respectively.

Hon, Mr. Matheson spoke for an hour
and three-guarters, and was altogether
more at ease and handled his subjecE
with more famillarity than before It
was the first time, as he sald, that the
government had been whelly respon-
sible for the accounts. He took credit
-for-the surplus of $429,299 and the cash
on hand of $38,497,000, The }0&31 ex-
penditure had been less than the votes
by $283,000. He expeeted the »rsle‘ase.ot
the Soo guarahtee on April 10. The xr‘\-
¢reased grants to the rural schools
would come out of ‘the increased Do-
minlon subsidy,

Good First Year,

Hon. Mr. Matheson - expressed 'hl's
regret "‘that his predecessor for five
ears as treasurer of the prevince was
absent, that .he might replyv to his
prophecies of embarrassment in the
expendityres contemplated * - by the
government, T,his was the first year
in whichi the government had had " full
.conirol of the financessand in educa-
tion, farming, better roads, ithe pro-
gress.made with the government rail-
way, public works, the better-and more
efficient administration of jusiice, the

the gemeral-health of the province,they i
;\adxthe most gratifying justification. |
it had been necessary under the old
regime to use. the cdpital asseis of the
province to carry on the ordt.narx ex-
penses of administration- The present
government found $600,000 of treasury.
bills falling due when they came m.C;
offige. They ~had found the agsets o

the province given. away for nothing‘
to friends of the late government. He
had to report a surplus of $429,299 this

eave $1,050,000 surplus in two years.
g?\ey l$md 150 $8,497,000 cash m'hand
to complete the government rallway.
(Apl!;‘::i‘!.{l:'e“e‘l Revenue Exceeded,

Phe estimated revenue for 1308 had
been execpeded.  Interest on invest-
ments showed $10,000 less, but  this
cousrd easily have been madg ap b_y
charging rallway construction with
interest on money advanced. The s{xle
of the Mottreal River Pulp Co. limits
realized $300,000. The, present admin-
istration had not given away the pro-
vincial assets to  grafters.

Hon. Mr. Graham asked if the com-
pany had put up mills in the con-
cession limits.

Hon. Mr. Matheson replied that the
mills had been erected in the pro-
vince and not in the United States
as had formerly been the case.

Notwithstanding the dimipution in
licenses and the larger area in which
local option was in force, the govern-
ment had been able. to. hand .over to
the munieipalities from this source
$365,000 more than in 1904. Mr. Mathe-
gon gave details of other department-
al increases, and stated that the to-
tal expenditure was $383,000 lésg than
had been voted.

< Rallway Taxation.

The gpvernment had been
follow the example of Michigan and
tax the rallways off the face  of th:
earth. Tt was not in the inteérest of
the pegple or of the province that rail-
way taxation should be excessive. The
practical effect in Michigan had bee:
to stop railway building. The rail-
Way taxation in Oniario had nat mili- |
tated against
In Ontario
total of 462
in Michigan
171 miles of

urged to

the building of track. |
there had been a |
miles laid in 1906, while
building’ had fallen from
track in 1902 to 88 miles
in _1905. The government thought the
railways should pay their share of
taxation, but not that building should
be stopped.

It could not be said of previous
five years of the Ross government that
a sp]'p!us had been gbtained from the
ordinary revenue. That government
had depended on' the sale of timber
limits to' pay ‘the ordinary running
expenses of the country.

In some detail Mr. Matheson point-
aout the items in which changes,
aue to bookkeeping or special’ condi-
'lw ns. were to be noted. The Gillles
I'mit outlay had been far more<than
recouped. Hospitals ard chagities
Were responsible for $66,000 increase
{xnd not-a man in the house he b-.
lleved, would dispute the i;er'n. )

Prey for Grafters, l

”L). pald special attention to l
mw\'xnvviuz secretary’'s department, be-
a-au:w »'h#&d been specially attacked
by the grafters w ho were now cit off |
from the. revenue had obtaineq |
U.'!‘de‘r the . férmer government. He:
nointed that in spite of the i.';-;
Somed of living "in the new insti- {
tutions: atl Woodstock, \tWe net cost in }

was only $705,787, ‘or $42,000 less |

m ;.}1:* actual cost ang $50,000 1?.\5'
an the proportionate cost in 1904. |

T 1d been at least $170 000 su\-e‘i‘ i

| e COost of carrying on business in |

'l"h!‘l:';.; Institution, )

L 114 uarant ( > ()
iy \UQ’H‘?I)\(:‘;: HS:; ioni.’:(\y«;m g{:'eh to
May 1, /1906, anq w ‘: dm g et
Bontie el as Av«}“.-\\i}\i I'n.‘ l';
Improvemen: ‘r'l,:. tlat;ia\:vl:m |
renewal. which: . ¢ g urther |
ﬁ\'e_mun!\!;:‘\h pad, been e i
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Record February
- Customs Receipts
Over Million Mark

The total amount of duty
collected at the pert of To-
ronto for the month of Feb-
ruary was $1,084,646.46, as
against $890,982.36 for the
same’'month last year.

On only three previous oc-
casions has the million mark
been reached, and then only
duting the month of August,
an exceptionally busy season
for everything and when
transportiation is at its best.

The increcse of $143.661 in
the month just passed, over
the corresponding period of
1906, establishes a record in
the history of the Toronto .
customs,

TRAPPED N CAR

WITH D TEA

Keeper Trampled by Two Stallions
in Battle on Train in which. One
is Killed by a Kick ; He
Barely Escapes.

Strathroy, Feb. 28.—After an hour’s
imprisoned in a box ecar with two
stallions engaged in a death siruggile,
Fred Paisley climbed down from a
freight - train at Strathroy to-night
broken in nerve and covered from head
to foot with countless bruises,

One- horse lay dead in the car, the
other is dying and Paisley refuses to
€0 on,

Paisley started out this afternoon
from Ilderton with two  valuable
heavy draught stallions,” which were
intended for the Buffalo market. The
pair were tethered at opposite ends
of the car and Palsley arranged him-
8¢1f a little bunk in the corner,

As the freight train pulled out of
London, shortly after dusk, Palisley
shut. the- door -and sat -down. for -the
run to Buffalo.
became restive, and after tugging for a

-few: mingtes, sitpped his, halter and’

savagery attacked the other horge. *

Before Paisiey could interfere, both
horses were 'Jloose. ‘Then ‘commenced,
a ‘batfle that lasted until the train
drew iato Strathroy.

The horses bit and kicked and
fought all over the car. It was pitch
dark and Paisley could see nothing.
Twice he tried to open the door and
jump owut, but both times he failed.
Again and again he was knocked down
and kicked. :

Then one of the horses dropped dead,
kifled by a terrible kick.

The surviving horse, injured and
frightened, plunged around the car and
it was not till Paisley .got out that he
was safe,

The car was cuti off at Strathroy
and Paisley is in the hands of a doc-
tor.

NORTHWEST MILLS - COMBINE

Will Be Asked
$2,000 000 Cow:ern.

Charter by New

Winnipeg, Feb. 28.—(Special.)—The
proprietors of twenty mills in Mani-
toba, Saskatchewan and Albent en-
tered into an agreement this after-
ron for the. immediate amalgamation
or their mills. , The corporation will
have its headguarters in Winipeg.

Each owner will retain a two-thirds
and the other third will be
The

i corabine will apply for a charter with

$2.000,000 capital.

OEEL GIRDER OF BRADGE
REVENTED G FLLING

Almost a Tragedy on Dundas St.
—Trolley Left Rails and
Plunged Into Pillar,

A serious accident was narrowly
averted about 9 o'clock last night
when College and Yonge car No. 493
left the rails on the
Grang Trunk tracks thirly feet below.
Motorman Joseph Butler of
Wright-avenue head -cut.

Vincent

94 had his
He is in Grace Hospital.

The. cause of the accident is un-
known, Acting under

Conauctor A, Murray

instructions
had notifled

{ Butler to run to the barns just across

bridge. The car was running
As t} bridge curve
the car left the track and
crashed :rnto the stee! girders. Threz
nmcre and tt car would have
left the bridge. as there
ta stop the slightest impact.
Mbtorman Butler was
the smashed vestibule unconscious and
remo vedto the hospital.

There was bul one passenger, a
vho escaped uinjured anada walk-

feel

was layed about an hour

> the car was heing taken to the
barne,

The front
wrecked.

of the car was badly

Oscar Hudéon & Company, Chartersd
Accountants. 6 King West. M. 4788

For Loose Lisaf Supﬂle! call M. 8874
Universa) Systems, mited. Ask for
representative to call

One .of his charges |

Dundags-street |
| bridge and al! but plunged over to the !

was_ap- |

was nothing |

taken from |

VY TOHMED |

DREADNALGHTS

British Naval Program Provides for
at least Two More Big Ships -
Dependent on the Next.
Peace Conference.

London, Feb. 28.—A statement of the
naval estimates for 1907-8, presented
to pariiament to-night, intréduces quite
a novel feature, for it makes the con-
struction of battleships during the
coming  year dependent in a measure
upon the defence reached at the next
peace conference held at The Hague.

The new construction, e:timated at

Lord Tweedmoutf, first lord of the
admlralty, says, will include two, or
unless an understanding between the
naval powers is reached at The Hague
conference, thre large armored vessels
of the Dreadnanught type.

One fas unarmored cruiser’five tor-
pedo boat destreyers, 12-torpero. boats
and 12 submarines also are provided
for.

On 'April 1 there will be under con-
struction. five battleships, ssven armor-
ed cruisers, eight torpedo boat destroy-
ers, 17 torpedo boats and 12 subma-
rines,

Big Reduction in the Year,

The estimates for the year show a to-
tal reduction of 1000 men and $5,675,000
as compared with 1906-7. -

Lord Tweedmouth comments upon
the striking Improvement in the gun-
nery of the fleet compared with last
ryear. The average of hits was practi-
cally doubled. :

The first lord of the admiralty men-
tions also the highly satisfactory per-
formances of the battleship , Dread-
naught and the greater cfliciency -that
has resulted from the system of nu-
cleus crews,

As an illustration of this system and
the bhetter state 'of re&:lr emanating
from it, he compares the condltion of
January, 1804, when, out of 60 batt.e-
ships, 38 were not available, owing to
the need -of-repairs,-with- that.of .Janu-
lary, 1907, when .out -of 51 battieships,
jonly. eight were not avaflable.
| Redistribution  of -Fleets. - -

In dealing ‘with the re-distribution
of the fleets, Lord Tweedmouth touch-
led indirectly upon the po#ition of Ad-
i miral Lord Beresford. He explained
jthat the home fleet was gtill in process
yof development and thaf ‘sime time
would elapse before it comld reach its
full. strength. Wk DA
He said the fleet at hime will continue
to be combined for war purposes unﬁq!

Channel, Atlanti¢ apd Home fleets2wil -
carry out 'tglﬁi peripdic ' Maneeuyres
together-under ﬁgz;_oqnmnd.

Lord’ Tweedm h =aja’ "
occupy the prihcipal fighting posifion;
and will in no way be interfered with
by the home fleet, except in the event
of a totally unforseen outbreax during
the absence of the Chanmel and At-
lantic fleets from home waters.’

CANADIAN GHOSER FOR Bl
HAL J0B BY ROOSEVL

New Assistant Postmaster-General
Picked for Stubborn Honesty to
Stop Postal Graft.

Washington, Feb, 28.—James T. Mo~
Oleary of Minnesota, who is slated to
succeed Second Assistant Postmaster-
General Shallenberger resigned, is a
Canadian by birth, and was educated
in McGill University.

He was.a school teacher in Canada,
and later in the United States, before
his election "to congress. Ee is be-
iing placed in the postoffice depar:i-
! ment because the president wants a_
| highly educated, intelligent, stubborn
and positive man, who is honest to
the point of bigotry in charge of the
railway mail pay. That Is the kind
of man McCleary is.

He has been 14 years in congress,
and is still a poor man. He was a
stand-patter on the tariff question,and
his constituents told him plainly that,
if he did not change his attitude they
would defeat him. He preferred de-
feat and got {t.
| McCleary has not the suspicion of
i sympathy with any “snap" the rail-

roads may be enjoying, and it is un-
iderstood his job is to let in the
light on the relgtions of the -govern-
ment with' the raliroads, so far as the
malil pay goes.

Uniguae Opportanity,

The latest productions of the Brit-
ish and foreign markets and home
productions in wall papers, carpets,
curtains, electric fixtures, furniture,
well ‘fires, at The Thornton-Smith Cf')A,
Interior Decorators and Designers, 11
i King-street West, 135

Herper, Customs Broker3 Melinds

WAS MRS, JANE ELLIOTT,

|

The woman wHo was found’dead in
| the vacant lot, adjolning the city yards,
| was Mrs. Jane ENiott, not Mrs, ‘Mary
| Barnes. Coroner Aikins’ jury brought
in a verdict of death from exposurz and
coid.

|
| Edwards, Morgan & Co., charterad

sccountants, 18-20 King Nireet W
Toronto. Phone Main 1%8. e

l At our extensive. conservatories, cor-
ner Biloor-street west and Lansdowne-
favonue. there are 100,000 rcses In bloom
|and fresh supplies are brought to our

retail store three times daily. Dun-
| lop’s, 96 Yonge-stireet,

|

Pure, ripenéd Port Hope Pale Ale
does any woman more .good. than
medicine.

Empress Hotel. Yonge and Gould
Sts., R. Digsette, Prop. $1.50 and $2.99
Der day -
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£40,500,000, against £46,175,(00 for 1906-7, |

orders. of - Lord ,»Beresfo:d,.'whil&.%f 1

t)&cﬂ that |
the Chinmel and Atlantic’ e&ﬁ stiil’

.
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HIS OLD-FASHIONED' SPELLING.

Note— He (Laurier) compared
fashioned spelling waa geod eneugh

Sif Richard Cartwright Has Aci-
uary’s Figures to Prove Feasi-
bility of. Evéery Wage Earner
Putting Aside Sufficieat te En-
sure a Pension—Must Be Con.
ducted by Gevermament Under
Liberal Previsiens.

Ottawa, Feb. 28, —(Special.)—In the
senate to-day Senator McHullen asked
it the government have had the mait-
ter of vid age pensions under conside-
ration.

In reply Sir Richard Cartwright said
the matier bad received a good deal of
attention in Great Britain aad the colo-
nies, and he had no doubt would en-
€age attention in Canada. He had al-
ways regarded the case c¢f the honest
working ‘man who found himself in
age thrown upon the charity of others
as pre-emmemiy_,deservi»ng of conside-
ration. 1If they ‘odould be confined to

objection to the state providing old
age pensions, bu{ the assurance of an
assured income provided p ythe state
in old age, would in many cases be
found 1o encourage improvidence.
There was a- difference between old
age pensions to industrial classes and
pensions granted .to soldiers or other
servants of the state, as the pension
was a part of their pay, In Canada
there was little chance that any frugal
and industriaus man could not acquire
& competence. - There has been distress
among the wage-earners in Canada,
but the land now enjoyed great pros-
perity and the present might be re-
garded as a very good time for Can-
ada’s wage-earners to make provision
for other times. The wage-earner
should be given an opportunity at a
reasonable cost of obtaining an amhu-
ity granted by the state for his od
age, (

For success three things were neces-
sary. It should be absolutely safe and
therefore should be undertaken by the
state; there must be absolute freedom
from any forfeiture, with provision al-
lcwing the resuming of payments in-
ity must be exempt from seizure. In
the third place,
possiblliity of anticipating the benefits.

that if a man died his heirs could re-
cover the money lie -had, pald in with
& reasonable interest,

State Ald.

Sid Richard thought trhat the state
alone was able (o give the assurance
necessary to make an annuity plan a
success, No private cocrporation, how-
ever sound to-day, could assure a man
that it would be equally sound 35 years
hence.

He had secured careful acutarial
calculations and the results were ra-
ther surprising, allowing an itnerest
rate of three and a half and 3 3-4
per_ cent.,.. with the present average
wage and the present average duration
of life in Canada, this resuit ¢ould te
obtained with little pr no cost te the
state, and a man by paying the earn-
ings of an hour and a half a day or
half a dey a week and beginning at
the age of 21 years, could be assured
at the age of 60 years of &an annuity ¢y
$120 a year, and if he were willing to
forego the annuity until he wag 65
years of age, he could be paid an an-
nuity of $200.

Sir Richard said the mode of payment

“would have to be made easy and he

WILFRID (to teacher Roosevelt) Yes, but

such legislation (
for him. —Ostawa d

persons of that c¢lass no one could have

terrupted at any time; and the annu- ;

there should be no |

o

el

would have the funds nmfated and

{beld by commissionérs for' this ser-

vice.  While chiefly intended for wage-
earners, annuities would be also avail-
able and of benefit tp farmers and all
other classes, ;

The government and postoffice sav-
ings banks had on deposit $61,000,000
and there were 200.000 depositors. He
thought a large proportion of these
could profitably invest In annuities,
The scheme would give hundreds of
thousands of persons an added Inter-
es't in the governiment of the country,

The scheme might eventually take up
the national debt. He regretted that
rules of the senate would not permit
him to introduce a money bill in the
senate, ;

Militin on Strike Duty.

In moving the second reading for his
bill to make the Dominion and not the
municipality responsible for the cost
of calling out the militfa, Senator Da-
vid said he had given the matter a
good deal of consideration and was
convinced that the Militia Act should
be amended. The militia under the act
could be ‘called out by ome county
court alone, He wanted the act
amended so the judge could not act
]a.'lone. but must be endorsed also by &
!stipendlary and a magistrate. The

present provision making the munici-
! pality pay for strike service, he said,
i worked unjustly, If the government
‘:had to bear the expense there would be
more care shown in sending militia.

Hon. R, W. Scott said he could not
endorse the “proposed ch. 5
| Senator Sullivan thought the propo-
,%al of Senator David, that the federal
government should foot the bills for
strikes, was the proper one.
! Senator Cloran called attention to the
fact that Montreal has been unfairly
charged with the cost of the 'long-~
shoremen’s strike, where trouble was
caused by strangers, and it took place
oin government preperty.

Senator Beique thought it might bhe

. well to amend. the law so as to make |

it clear that municipalities should only
»pay riot expenses. when the munici-
pality was responsible,

RUMOR DENIED

Senator Cox States That British
America Co. is Not Selling Ont.

There should, however, ba a provision |

Senator Cox'-said last night that the
{Brmsh America 'Insurance Company
was not negotiating for a sale of its
! business or its stock to any New York
jor other ‘group of capitalists, The
{$560,000 issue of new stock in Decem-
bér last had been fully subscribed at
125 per cent. premium.

The report from New York, he sajd,
was without foundation,

No more delicate way can be found
to expreéss your sympathy with your
bereaved friends than to send an ar-
tistic floral wreath or design from
Dunlap’s. Night and Sunday phone,
Park 792

P ub Hotel. cor. Yonge and Alica Ste.
Remodeled under new management.
First-class business 1mnen’s luncn in
connectipn. W.J Davideon, Prop. 24

The W, F. iat*hews Do  Undertassrs

Fine funeral wreaths promptly made
and delivered any tfmednd anywhere,
Jennings, 123 | King-st, West, Phones
Meain 7210 and Park 1637, 135

e spell that second werd c-o-r-p-o-r-a.t.i-o-as in.Ott;vn.
n's 2 cent fare bill) to

American spelling and declared the old-
_ - R . »

Fisher to Take His Place~Bor-
den’s Retirement is also
Near, with Murray to
Replace Him.

Montreal, Feb. 28.—(Special.)—It' is
stated here on the best authority that

it is now definitely decided at Otta-
wa that al lidea of Hon. Mr. Hyman's
return’ t¢ the cabinet has been aban-
doned irrespective of results in Lon-
don. Hon, Sydney Fisher will, it is
vnderstocd, bzcome minister of public
works, and Archie Campbell, M.P,
will be minister of agricuiture.
The following Ottawa special
peared .in The Star to-night.
Before Sir Wilirid Laurier leaves for:
England in April, it Is reported 4
good ‘'many changes will be made in
the cabinet. “
Persistent rumors are current of Sir
Frederick Borden’s retirément, If (and
whén), that event is achieved, Hon.
George H. Murray, the premier of
Nova Scotia, would go to Ottawa from
Halifax as minister of marine and
fisheries.

Murray’'s place in Nova Scotia
would fall naturaily to Hon. Arthur
Drysdale, the. Nova ‘Scotian attorney-
gemeral, but Drysdale, it is alleged,
will go .to the Nova Scotia bench.,  E,
M. Macdonald, M,P. for Pictou, N.8.,
and A. K. McLean, M.P. for Lunen-
burg, are the strongest competitors
for Murray’s shoes, McILean’s chances
are considered better than Macdon-
gld’'s. The latter’s well known .pug-
nacity and his anything but submis-

ap-

give attitude towards
| Fielding are quoted when his chances
rare considered. . .
The opeéning of the door for a new
i lieutenant-governor in New Bruns-
}wick may affect Mr. Emmerson’s for-
tunes, §

Quebec’s re-representation opens up
ja fleid of- most interesting political
epeculation. . A ;. Star representative
v'as told  this:

1. That Eon. L. P. Bredeur will re-
tire .to theé bench,

2., That Hon, Lomer Gouin will suc-
ceed him,

3. That E. L. Newcombe, deputy
minister of justice, will go to the su-,
préme. court, and -

4. That Chas. Lanctot, deputy at-
terney-general of Quebee, will succeed
Mr. Newe¢ombe as deputy minister of
justivre. »

b. ""hat Hon. Adelard Turgeon, C.M.
1 G., will “succeed to the premiership
of Quebec, and

6. That ' an English representative
from the eastern. townships will go
into the Quebec cabinet.

7. That Charlés R, Devlin, M.P. for
Nicolet, will replace Hon. R, W. Scott
as secretary of state.

fo far as Ontagio is concerned the
frequent banqueting of Hon. G, W.
Ross is quoted in connection - with.
and in support of, the assertion tha:
he will soon succeed Sir Richard
Cartwright as minister of trade and
commerce, If Mr. Hyman fails of re-
eiection in London, w, 8. Calvert,
M.P., and Arch. Campbell, M.P., will
be very much in evidence for cabinet
honors, if current gossip is 1o be re-
lied ion, f

Hon, W. N
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Vacancy in N. S. Judiciary to
-~ Filled—Borden Moved
~ VYote of Censure

. for Delay.

house " % ; §
third time, censured the action, or ra-

.Ither inactiom, of the government in

failing to appoint a judge to the su-
premqe‘court ot Nova Scotia, preceding
it- by the more egective metnod of a

1906, when D. C.°
from. the ‘bench dprmlnted to the

government of gﬂ“&% ﬁ.‘;ﬁ;:.’
cy remained un ‘the | .
and illness of ju 7. the L hp:;

iness of the province had b ne &
congested tha’: the eituation was a
ecandal, and all this so that the
tion of a judgship could be
ling before a political s
Mr, Borden observed up:
indelicate manmer ‘in which
ister of justice had answered
tion as ‘to the protest from
Scotia bar, the minls
that he had received such p:
a member of the firm of .*“
chie & Christie.” The. W
Mr, Borden had left the firm |

Scotfa. ] :

, Twenty-fpur judicial - app
had been made in Canads, yet
had to be left vacant because
ernment was afraid to.open M
A e g By R
tion declaring that in the
any reasonable explanation, *
longed delay . constitutes a d

proval ‘of thig house

publle duty, ‘which merits. the

preatige it

i
Aylesworth to ‘hls pi place,
opposition took the position that the
would give Mi.Aylesworth a fairsho
but it was idle to show him any con~
sidergtion. Every day he became m
offensive to the house and |
to the' rights of the peopie. tie col
mot find time to appoint a4 sSupreme
judge in Nova Scotia, but he found
time to create a new office and to
‘point his brother, G, A. Aylmor‘?g.
to the position, g G R

Mr, Roche (Liberal, Halifax) thought
there was no erying demana in Nova
Scotia for another judge, ME
Mr. Boyce ‘(Algoma) was not sur-
'prised that Mr. Roche did mot want
any judges appointed. That gentieman
had been doaging couris and Judges
for three years: otherwiss ha would
not be in the house torday. The deldy
in filling theé vacancy helped 1o further
prevent the trial of the Halifax elec-
tion case. Mr. Boyce asked if the gen-
tleman from Colchester (Mr. Lau
had not been promised the appoint
wnt?

Mr, Aylesworth denied that'he had.

E. M. MacDonald (Liberal, Pictou, N.
8.), one of the canaiaates for the va-
cent judgehip, defended the govern=
ment. Public business had not suf-
fered.

Mr. Bennett (E. Simcoe) asked, could
there be any dispuie but that the Lau-
rier government had desraded our ju-
diciary? ; ;

Upon division the government was
sustained, My, Borden s resolution be-
eing defeated: Yes 50, nays 83, It was
o straight party vote, ;

* Ayiesworth and Commission,

Upon motion to go into supply Mr.
Lennox " (South Simcoe) called atten-
tion to the fuct that the records in
the department of justice were in-
!complete respecting the communica-
itkms between the minister and coun=-
sel for Lhe insurance comiission since
last May, when Mr. Aylesworth be-~ -
came minister of justice. Mr, Ayles~
worth had admitted that he had com-
municated with Mr. Shepley and Tilley
‘frequently, but not in writing. Sugh’
a proceeding was unconstitutional and
unwarranted.

Mr, Fitzpatrick had received detafl-
ed reports dally either by letter or
telegraph. :

Myr. Aylesworth began his reply by
saying that Mr. Lennox and .others
had prophecied that as minister of
justice he would prove an absolute
fatlure. He was glad that he had
not pleased the member for South
Simcoc by doing so- Mr, Shepley had
ceused to file reports, while Mr., Fitz-
patrick was still in office. They had
not been resumed. He had in no way
Girected the commission. He would
Le quite proud if he could claim part
cf the credit for tneir excellent work.

Sir Wiifrid Laurier doubted if it
were any part of Mr., Aylesworth's
duties to follow up the various com-
mitsions and committees. He denied
that the government or any member
‘thereof had at‘empted to privately in-
fluence the course of the commission.

Hon. George E. Foster said it was
gignificant that a dafly correspondence
was carried on for months, but after
Mr. Aylesworth came in all corre-
Sp.undence ceased.

He denpunced the minisier's conduct
in doing rublic business In such a way
as to leave no record of what he did.
Were such a course to go unrebuked
and to be generally adopted it would
mean the abolition cf ministerial re-
gponsibility and the downfall of all
constitutional governmentg X
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