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phantoms, their first mad rush to assume their
beautiful form and the persistency with which
they dung to it until overtaken by another, were
brushed aside, or else drifted on in wavering elon-
gated outlines and so gradually disappeared.
They suggested to his fancy the struggling

nations of the world, battling with the currents
and cross-currents near the storm-scarred old
earth, and continually endeavouring to rise above
their feUows to some cahner strata, where serene
in their original form they could look down with
condescension upon their harassed and broken
companions below.

The httle rings were, however, more interesting
to him for another and more practical reason.
It was their toroidal movement around a circular
axis which moved independently in any direction
that first suggested to him the principles of his
discovery.

Before him the fire upon the hearth sang and
crackled as it tore asunder the elements that had
taken untold ages to assemble in their present
form, and with the prodigality of nature was joy-
fully rushing them up the chimney to start them
again upon their long and weary journey through
the ages.

The bubbles .jming into existence in the bottom


