
324 THE LIFE OF WILLIAM COBBETT
public spirit wiU offer themselves as candidates to rail
at electors for choosing and re-choosing the dependent
and the mercenary is, in the highest degree, unreasonable
and unjust.

As to professions. Gentlemen, so many and so loud
upon such occasions, have they been ; so numerous are
the mstances. in which the foulness and shamelessness
of the apostasy have borne an exact proportion to the
purity and solemnity of the vow ; so completely, and
with such fatal effect, have the grounds of confidence
been destroyed, that it is now become necessary, upon
all occasions like the present, to give a pledge, such as
every man can clearly understand, and such as it is
impossible to violate without exposing the violator to
detection and to all the consequences of detected hypo-
cnsy and falsehood

; and such a pledge I now give in
declaring that, whether you elect me or not I never
as long as I live, either' for myself, or for, or through
the means of, any one of my family. wiU receive, under
any name, whether of salary, pension or other, either
directly or indirectly, one single farthing of the public
money

;
but without emolument, compensation or re-

v^rd of any kind or in any shape, will, to the' utmost
of my ability, watch over and defend the property, the
liberties, and the privileges of the people, never there-
from separating, as I never yet have, the just and con-
stitutional rights and prerogatives of the crown.

This declaration. Gentlemen, is not made without due
reflection as to the future as well as to the present, as
to public men in general as weU as to myself. It pro-
ceeds, first, from an opinion that the representatives of
the people ought never to be exposed to the temptation
of betraying their trust ; secondly, from long observa-
tion that those who live upon the public are amongst
the most miserable of men; and, thirdly, from that
expenence in the various walks of Ufe. which has con-
vmced me of the wisdom of Agur, who prayed for neither


