
jur i.t„,.l,. slu.ul.l ivvl that all pt.w.r in tlu' Slat*, is, i„ tlu r.sult
Ufnvf.l from tlun., that the nun wh.. niak.^ tho laws an.l a-h.i.n.st.r
puWu' affairs are th.-lr ,1. Urates, an.l that if thr a.iniinistralion is
bad, thf in.livi.lual utizin has noho.ly l.ut himstif to f.Iame Ohtv.
for. If ,u.r laws art- unjust or ina.l..,,uat.. thr in,livi.lual m.n.lHr
of the .omnum.ty slu.ul.l rq.ro.Kh hmisdf for inatt.nt.on to
poiitiial ami .ivii' .lutifs,

Thf laws „f tho I'rovinrr l.^in^ the- cxpn^ssion not of anv ex-
ternal ...mman.l force,! upon a subservient an.l unwilling popula-
tion l.y a superior power, but beinjr the rules N..luntarilv establishe.l
by ourselves, sul-ie. t to ehan^e as an.l when we .Kei.l,. (of ...urse
witiiin e<.nstitutional limits) it shoul.i be a matter of ,lutv an.l .,f
interest that they are just iind fair.

This beinu the ease with respeet to the general publie, K t me
say that few subjeeis can have greater interest f(,r a soeietv of
professional men clev„te.l to the stu.ls of jurisprudenee than' the
desirability of a revision of our Civil Code at the present time.

It will be a.lmitte.l that the laws of a people should beadiu.sted
and adaj.ted to the manners and customs of the times, applicable to
the actual circumstances and conditions, and there should Ic i re
sponsive relatum between its .ia.ly life and conduct and the laws
under which it dwells, and by which it is ruled

At this period of the worlds historv it is almost trite to sav
that conditions of life alter so rapidly, manners an.l customs are
so quickly revolutionized, new inventions, novel methods of tradeand transportation, new problems of finance and commerce sprine
into being with such suddenness, that it is not surprising that law^
made a hundred years ago or even fifty years ago now seem anti-
quated and inedaquate.

Since the Code Napoleon was promulgated in 1804
countless problems due to the invention of steam and
electricity with their marvellous manifestations have originated
and It IS not too much to say that in many other respects the hal>its'
and customs of the people of the twentieth centurv differ almost
entire y from those prevailing when the Code was inaugurated.
Then there has been inevitably developed on this Western Continent
a civilization greatly different to that prevailing . Europe, and with
our essentially modern and democratic ideas, the Province of


