
too rapid dMtraotion of fiih by jadicioai rit-

faUtioni, whioh, whilit protactiDs th* flih,

will not too Mriouly intorfero with th« fiih-

iag indaitriM of tbo ooantrT.
• •••••

Fir«t.—" Th* Indiani, knd th* interoiti of
th» i>*p«rtm«nt of tbo Interior.'
VolnminoM OTidano* ii givtn in th* corrot-

Kndano* thowing quit* conclaiiToly that th*
diau on wmo of th* roaarr** aronnd Lak*

WinniiMg »r« pnilaring from th* want of
their formar rapplioa of whit*ttih, which in
pait TMira war* obtain*d readily and in great
abondancei and notabl* inttanc** ar* r*Iat*d
wher* watara which at on* tim* w*r* teaming
with th*s* liih hav* now iMcom* very scarce,
and faari are entertained that the usuul Kup-
pliea of tiih-food for th* Indiana will loon be
at an end, and that this has been brought
about by orer-eahing at the ri' iitha of rirera
by fish trader!, who are permi .ed to carry on
this exceaaive fishing regardieiis of consequeu-
ees. It is also represented that unless this

McklesB system of fishing be dibcontiuued
these Indians, who are the wards of the gov-
•rnment, will hare to be supported by other
means from the public funds of the country.
These are no doubt pressing facts, and must

b* ao considered from an uninterested and
practical comprehension of the state of affairs

aa ther now exist. It is therefore "Mpedient
that the gavernment should meet t' s subject
in the spirit of reciprocity; as b< ween the
requirements of the Indian, the settler and
th* fiah trader each hare their rights and are
entitled to full consideration as inhabitants
of the country.

Second.—The statements made by prominent
individuals and leading inhabitants of Mani-
toba are, that over-fishing of the whitefish in
Lalie Winnipeg is being experienced, and is

steadily increasing, and that it should be
atayad, in the interests both of the present
and lucoiuing inhabitants of Manitoba and the
Northwest, and that the whitefish industry
ahould be studiously husbanded. This advocacy
for the preservation of the fishing wealth in
Lake Winnipeg br th* leading inhabitants of
Manitoba ahould be sustained by the Depart-
ment of Fisheries, in order to prevent a repe-
tition of said experiences which are now felt in
many of the waters in the eastern provinces,
where over-fishing has brought depletion to
inch an ext*nt as tu be almost wholly beyond
Ncovery.

Formerly this industry was pursued in the
lower or southern parts of the lake; but the
catch becoming much lessened there the fish
traders have established themselves about
midway up the lake, and at Selkirk island, at
th* head of the lake. The principal points for
their operations at present are at Bercn's
island. Reindeer island, and the mouth of
the LitUe Saskatchewan river, about midway
of the lake, and at Selkirk island, near the
mouth of the Big Saskatchewan, at the north
end. Other places may be only temporarily
fished; but the above named localities form
th* present headquarters of the fishing cum-
panie*.
At Beren's island a good natural harbour

ii formed on the southern side. Here the two
principal firms have each extensive ice-honsea
and freeaing-honses, alao landing piers for
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their ateam-tnga and barfaa; similar werka,
bnt laaa aztenaiv* ar* at Raindaer ialnnd and
at Selkirk island. But the most •xtenaiT*
buildings and works are inat at th* mouth ol
th* Little 8askatcb*wao river, where two oom-

I

penlaa eaoh bav* larg* ie*-houa*«, freeaer*
I and piers on either side of the mouth of thta
I
river, which la only abont 100 yarda wide.
Th* praaant mod* of fiahing by th* compan-

i*a ia with gill-nats, whioh ar* fish*d at cer-
tain distances off the ahor** of th*a* ialanda,

I varying from on* to six and t*n mil«a. accord-
ing to th* ' running' of th* whitefiah, aa it
ia Mrmed.

If sovere stoim<t prevail, which is very otten
the ease in the open lakes, these nets cannot in
many cases be lifted until the winds subside,
whicn may not be for several days, in whioh
case the fish in the meantime die, partial de-
composition sets in, and they become unfit for
use, and the whole catch, sometimea amount-
ing to many thousands, are thrown away.
(Jreat destruction is caused in this way, and
a question has arisen whether it would not
be better to do away with the gill net and
substitute the pound or trap net under cer-
tain regulations, as the pound net would not
only save the fish whioh are lost by the gill
nets, but would also raise the standard of the

,

whitefish generally in the markets of th*
I country; whereas it is now somewhat lowered
[

by the many fish which are offered for sale
that are unwholesome for food, by reason of
the blemished fish whose injuriea and defect*

,

are hidden by the freexing prooeaa. The pound
' net would no doubt be very acceptable to the
I

fiahing companies generally, not only to ob-
viate the difficulties above mentioned, but on

l

account of being less expensive in their gen-
eral working.
The quantity of gill nets set in Lake Winni-

?eg in 1889 covered about 60 miles in length,
'hcse gill nets, though apparently small, and

averaging but 6 feet in depth, are nevertheleae
from their many miles in length where set,
very deadly engines, and capable of causing
great havoc in circumscribed limits, auch aa
;.iiiiill Ui.v- .mil ri\.M-. As iiii .'viiliMni. of this
it may be stated here that in Lake Winnipeg,
where only three fishing companies are carry-
ing on the fishing trade, the quantity of whit^
fish reported to oe shipped by one firm alone
in 1889 amounted to 9,000 boxes of 130 pounds
each, making 1,170,000 pounds, the other two
companies making up a similar amoiint, thua
showing that this small number of tradera
are capable, with the present improved
methoda of fiahing, of capturing upwards of
two and a quarter millions of pounds of white-
fish in Lake Winnipeg during one short season
alone, the greater portion of which passed
directly out of the province, causing the home
consumption of Manitoba and ether parts of
the country to be only sparsely supplied, and
at high prices.

This taking of upwards of two and a quarter
millions of pounds of whitefish by these fishing
companies in Lake Winnipeg, more particu-
larly that portion of the catch taken at the
mouth of the Little Saskatchewan river,
must, in the common sense reasoning or
things, go to show, that originally intended
balance of nature regarding these fish is being
largely interfered with, and to such an extent


