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I he value ol wdd rice to the \Visconsin Indians of early davs
<-an s,-arcely he estin.ate.l.'^' They were han-lv heuinninj; to tun',
then- attention to a.uriculture.- The ahun.lance of this crop the
case w,th_ which it was harveste<! and transported to their homcss
and the hicts that it required no lahor in preparing the ground
and no care wlnle coming to n>aturity rendered it easily their
nio.-,t important vegetalde foo.l. It was one of their staples of
suhsistenee, tar more imi)ortant to them than corn.^'

Tl.ere were two centers of Indian population in the .listrict
that IS now \V isconsin-one along the southern sliore of Lake
superior well toward its western end, and the othar in Fox River
valley. I ho hi.^t was composed chielly of Qjibwa, and tlie latter
oKMenoiuim, P(,tawatomi,Sauk and Fox, Ahiscoutin. Miami and
K.kapu, in straggling onh-r. Both regions were very good Ibr
..sh.ng and fair for the hunting of large game, hut undouhtedly
the prune cause of the location of the In.lian villages was tl,;
great crops of wild rice to he obtained in each place with tlie
outlay ot little lahor.'^'^ The immense acreage and the densegrowth insured a bountiful harvest to every one who was willin..
o work.

1
n some parts of Fox river this grain grew so denselC

^
mt passages tor boats had to be cut through it, and in one place

it spread over an area five miles long by two miles wide '^^' Whenwe read ot one sir.all lake which would furnish a supply for 2,000
I'Hhans, and then realiz,> that this region was full of lakes andstreams ehoke.l with wild ri.e, it comes forciblv uiu.n us thatI'crem truth was an Indian paradise.
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