
*r?.l**J''°'" OrMnUnd far to th* Wmi mnd South m h«
ifhtid unknown thortii? Ii it tnii that Ltif Bhcaon
waa impallad by Baorn'a aumple to undartaka an aspadi-
don about lOM A.D. which Undad him at StonaUmd.
Buahland and Vinaland in auccaaai n, and ara thaaa placaa
rapraaantad today by Labrador, Newfoundland and Nova
Scotia or Maaaachuaatta? Thara ara tha Icalandic iaaaa
recording tha advanturaa of Eric and Liaf Thoriin, but
aftar tham all U aUant for naarly fiva canturiaa.

SimiUrhr on tha Pacific aaaboard, it ia difficult to
aaparata hiatory and tradition. Ia it trua, aa atatad by
Hoai-Shin. that Chinaaa priaata diacovarad Waatam
Amarica in tha lifth cantury? An Arab marchant
nainad Snlaiman. who viaitad China in tha ninth cantnry,
dfclarad that he had aailed upon the new ocean. During
the thirteenth and fourteenth centuriea Marco Polo and
hia auccaaaora aailed for the Eaat and diacovered an ocean
of unknown extant, which they partiaUy explored. All ia
uncertain with regard to Sulaiman, and there ia not much
that ia definite with Regard to Marro Polo and Ua
aacceaaora. However uncertain theae early atoriea of die-
covery may be, they are alwaya intereating. No one will
contend that they have been of tha alighteat aaaiatance
in the pracHcal work of acttUng boundariea on either
land or aea.

Even during the more recent period when the varioua
opcrationa took place upon which claima to ownerahip
were aabaequently baaed, the world at large knew little
of what waa proceeding. Spain ao carefully concealed her
voyagea of dlacovery that when at laat it became necea-
aary to drag her recorda from their hiding places into the
light of day, her romantic tales were regarded with
incredulity. She ha£ deprived herself of the support of
notorienr so essential to the establiahment of claima to
early discoveries. Russia afterwards lamented that ahe
had puraued the same mistaken policy: "If," exclaima the
Chevalier de Poletica in a letter to tte Secretary of SUte
at Waahington, February 28th, 1882, "the Imperial Gov-
ernment had at the time published the disoveries made
by the Ruaaian navigatora after Behring and Tchirikoff,
via., Chlodiloff, Serebreanicoff, Kraselnicoff, Paycoff,
Poi.shcaraff, Laxereff, Medivedeff, Solowief, Lewasheff,
Krcmatein, and others, no one could refuse to Russia the


