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towards the clofe of the year feventy-nine, Sir

Henry Clinton embarked with a confidcrable land

force, under the convoy of a flrong fquadron com^
manded by Admiral Arbuthnot; Their deftination

was Savannah ; but their progrcfs was much re-

tarded by contrary winds and ftormy weather. They
did not arrive off the corfl of Georgia till the cxpi-

ration of January.

On the twelfth of February the army was fafelf

landed on the iflands in tiie vicinity of Charles

Town ; and from thence proceeded to the banks of

Afliley's river ; between which and Cooper's river

that town is fituatcd.

.

Here he ^va3 obliged to remain a confidcrable

time, waiting for the arrival of the Rcccffary florcs

and implements for the carrying on of the intended

liege of that place. This delay was chiefly occasi-

oned by the lofs of the principal ordnance fnip,

which was funk in a gale of wind on the paHage
from New York, and by the lofs of the draft-hori'cs

belonging to the artillery.

Owing to thefe, and a multitude of other impe-
diments, feveral of them ariiingfrom the nature of
the climate, and of the ground that w:-i3 the fcene

of adtion, it was near the clofe of March before the

Britilh forces crofled the river Aflilcy. This mo-
tion was made under the protection of the armed
gallies. The boats of the fleet landed the whole
army, with the artillery and llores rcquifiie for the
fiege, without any refiflance on the part of the
enemy.
From the deficiency of battering cannon, occa-

fioned by the bfs of the ordnance Ihip, the Britilli

General was obliged to have recourfe to the Admi-
ral, tor a fupply of pieces of heavy metal. A fuf-

ficient number were in confequence landed, with a
detachme .l of ftamen under the comngiand of Cap-
tain Elphinflone.

Vol. IV. No. a2. 6 The


