
146 THE PILGRIM'S PROGRESS.

4;
1

This done, they compassed them round on every side

;

some went before, some went behind, and some on the
right hand, and some oa the left (as it were to guard
them through the upper regions), continually sounding
as they wenl., with melodious noise, in notes on high ; so
that the very sight was to them that could behold it as
if heaven itself was come down to meet them. Thus,
therefore, they walked . gether; and, as they walked,
ever and anon these trumpeters, even with joyful sound,
would, by mixing their music with looks and gestures,
still signifjr to Christian and his brother how welcome
they were into their company, and with what gladness
they came to meet them. And now were these two
men, as it were, in heaven, before they came to it, being
swallowed up with the sight of angels, and with hearing
of their melodious notes. Here also they had the city
itself in view : and they thought they heard all the bells
therein to ring, to welcome them thereto. Bnt, above
all, the warm and joyful thoughts that they had about
their own dwelling there with such company, and that
forever and ever ; oh, by what tongue or pen can their
glorious joy be expressed ! Thus they came up to the
gate.
Now when they were come up to the gate, there was

written over it, in letters of gold,

''BLESSED ARE THEY THAT DO HIS COMMAND-
- . MENTS, THAC THEY MAY HAVE RIGHT TO
THE TREE OP LIFE, AND MAY ENTER
THROUGH THE GATES INTO THE CITY."

IN

Then I saw, in my dream, that the shining men bid
iiem call at tne gate; the which when they did, some
i'rom above looked over to the gate, to wit, Enoch, Moses,
and Elijah, Sic, to whom it was said, These Pilgrims are
come from the City of Destruction, for the love that they
bear to the King of this place : and then the pilgrims
gave in unto them each man his certificate, which they
ad received in the beginning. Those, therefore, were

carried in unto the King, who, when He had read them,
said^ Where are the men ? To whom it was answered.
They are standing without the gate. The King then
•ommanded to open the gate, *' That the righteous nation
(said He) that keepeth the truth mav enter in.** f


