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"inif-lioiiso (K'sk. No, i\o hiis kept whole
"and UnVfi night viuils, and thnsc not fi few,

"with Kcribhleis, ((iniiiilcrs and printcis

" devils.'' Tiif first article in tlie j)ai)er, tiie

Kiilntution to its reiulers, is in some respects a

<|iiaint prod'.Ktion. In tlu! coniniencoment of

the present eeiitnry. it is toleraiily evident,

the |io|)iilitr ini[)ression tiuit everyhixly could
edit a paper uiiuh better thai, tiie man ^vh^

was trained to and charj^ed with the perfor-

mance ot that duty, was about as prevalent a-;

it is to-day. Thus Mr. (.'ary, e.vpressiiij;- his

thank> for the eneourau'eiiient he had received

and the suggestions which hail been ottered to

jiim, said :

—

'• Tliougli by tlieir eoiniu)» from opposite and
various cliaraetc^rs ami interests, tlie.v are >o
multil'erious, and some of them so eontriidie-
tory, in tlieir natures, tliat lie is pUu'ed in a
tar worse predieament than the old man. his
.son and his ass in the fable. If ever an apo-
loijiie was realized, this most assuredly is in i lie

ease of an t'ditor of an open periodical pajjer,
in a sniall soeiet.v, peculiarly constituted like
ours, and that inan agt?ravate"d decree. StrauKe
to tell ! even law.vers and doctors administer
advice (/ratis. .Vll are anxious to see them-
selves in print. Tlie Parliament man, in his
debates: the law.yer in reports of his ar-^u-
meiits ; the soldier in tlu; list of promotions ;

the merchant in details of his exports and im-
ports. The European wishes to be iiilormed of
the marriages, l)irtlis, deaths, and all tiiat re-

lates to Ills Irleiids at home. To him hisiic-
(lualntance is the wliole world. Out; says '

1 •!

your i)aper he ;>, jirop to tlie (iovernment '; ano-
ther cries, ' We do not, want a Government pa-
jier ; we liiiist have a free ,: i.'wr.' Kvei'y man is

desirous of heiii;;; f?ratit1i J in his own way.
.Vll which is very natural. (Jentlemen, as tar
as it is here praclical)l(\ to the best of the I'di-

tors abilities, your wills shall all he done. Jiut
have candour, have mercy, have induljieiice."

And with these ccmvictions of his ditticnl-

ties, Mr. Gary sent his paper out to tiie iiuh-

lic. IIow news was to be (>btained in a locality

wliere happenings were so few and far betwei'n

was of course a difficulty, but the editor met
the difficulty thus :—
"The want of a minister i''" bait; oi a party

to support or asperst' ; of local revf)lutions, in-
siirrecMons, tre(iueiit eartluiuakcs, huri'ieani's,
inundations, hauKim^s, drownings, horrid luui'-

ders and such accidents is, to be sure, matter of
niucli lamentation and regret to an editor who
wishes to interest his reafk'rs. To fabricate
both tliem and i)olilical events might, perhaps,
be a very arduous task ; but it is to be aiijire-

liended that in such eas<; tiueliee currency
might sink in value, even below New York cur-
rency. However, if we cannot have them on
tlie si)ot, nor faliricate them without hazarding
our rfi)ulation, wi' must be conteni with [lur-

loining them wlu'revcr tlie.y an; to be fouiul."

The latest news from abroad in this num-
ber of the Mcrcitrii is of date 18th October, or

about eleven weeks old. There are extracts

from two manuscripts written by the .lesuits,

whi( h had come into the hands of the editor,

giving the origin of tiie names Canada and
tjueliec, the hist liaving been given by the
Spaniards to the country which they " liml

•• already visited, iftheyareto be believed,
•• and which they despised. sa\ ing that there
•• was nothing to be done or to be got h)r

'• them, in so sad a climate. Hence the word
•• Canada, which in Spanish siguities nothing
" here :" and the other from the contraction

of the river at that point '• from wlieiico the
'• inhabitants of the coiintiy called it (.Quebec,

•• which means contraction or refrcrixufmeii/.'^

The 8pu(;ch from tlu; Throne at the open-
ing of the liCgislature on the iith January,
IHi)."). contains but one paragia[)h of directly

local interest, apart from the recommenda-
tion of measures in view of the disturbed con-
dition of alfairs in Kurope, and the ])os-

sibiiity of danger to the Ibitish provinces
in America. That paragraph was as follows :

'•] have received and shall order to be laid
bi'fore you, representations relating to th(> in-
sulHcienc.v of the gaol at Montreal, which tvnd
to provt! tlie immediate necessity of your tak-
ing this subji'et into your most seiMous con-
sideration ; and which, I trust, will lead, witli-
out fiirthi.'r delay, to the coinpletio i of an ob-
,ject, alike interesting to tlie feelings of humai.-
ity, and important to the public security."

The improvement of the city gaol accom-
modatiou as the chief feature in a vice-regal

utterauce, is rather suggestive alike of tlie

paucity of practical ([tiestions and the early

develoimient of a criruiual class in the popu-
lation. There i.s
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volinne of tho Jlerciin/, but oneill this first

instance of which I have time to give. It is

a notice headed " Female Promotion," and it

is in the following terms .

—

" Tlie Brevet for old maids will appear in our
iie.xl. It is therefore re(iuested that all ladies,
of the ag(> or;i() and upwards, will .send in tlieii
names, pist i)aid, to Mr. Thompson, hair-
dresser; in order to their promotion from the
disconsolate rank of Mi.ss to that of Mi.stre.s.s.
" A'fi^c.—This is the last time of asking."

In subsequent numbers follow amusing
letters in response to this notice, signed
"Elvina," "Tabitlia Bramble," "Jemima
Foiidlechikl," "Liicretia," "Sarah Sap-
less," and a number of other equally sugges-
tive names : the trick ot the traxle, which is

sometimes resorted to even yet, of provoking
correspondence upon some interesting or
amusing topic of local concern, being evi-

dently of very old date. Quack medicines
were in those days construoted apparently


