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'^piIE i^roat l)isin ol' tha St. Lawrence, in

-* which Iho i>r()viiu'i's ol' Omtiirio mid Quebec
formerly known us Upper and Lower Ciinadii

are situated, has an area of about o30,00('

square mi" s. Of this, iiicludinL,' the gulf of

St. Lawrence, the river and the "-real lakes,

tu Lake SiipiMJor inclusive, about l;!0,i)00

square mile.'* are covered with water, leavin;^

for !hj dry land of this basin an ar.^a of 400,-

UOO scjuire uiil«s, of which about 70,000 belonsi;

io the United States. The reuiaining 3:iO,000

s(iuare miles con.slitute the provinces of Onta-

rio and (J.iebec. With t. e e.^ceeplion of about

.'*0,000 square miles lielong. \<r lo (iuehoc, and
extendiiii^ from the line of New York to Oas-

pj, the whole of this territory lie? on tlio north

side of the St. Lawn'iice and the i^reat lakes.

On either .>^i le of Uie valley of the lower St.

Lawrence is a range of mountainous country.

These ran' .i;cp clo.se to the shores for a

considerable aistunue up the river ; hut about

100 miles lieUnv the city of Quel)et', where the

river is iifteen miles wide, the soutliern range

iiegins to leave t!ie maiuiii, and oppo.site to

(.Quebec is thirty miles distant. Imoiu this

point it runs in a more southwestern direction

than the river-valley, and opposite Montreal

is met wi*h about lifly miles to the soulheaat,

where it enters Vermont, and is ihere known
as the (rreen Mountain range, which forms

the eastern limit of the valley of Lake Champ-
lain. In Canada, this range, stretching from

the parallel of 4u^ north latitude to the Gulf

is known as the Notre-Damo Mountains, but

to its norlheas'rn portion, the name of the

Sliickshock Mountains '.r often given.

The Hank of the northern hills, known iw

the Laurentides, forms the north shore of the

river lUid gulf, until within twenty miles of

the city of Ciueljcu. It then recedes, and at

the latter city is alrtt'dy about twenty miles

distant from the St. Lawrence. At Montreal

the base of the hills is thirty miles in the rei.i,

a.id to the westward of this it stretches along

the north silo of the Ottawa River for about

100 miles, ai:'l then runs southward across

both the Otta'.ira and the St. Lawrence, cross-

ing tbo latter nver a little below Kingston, at

the Thousand Islands, and entering New-
York. Here the Laurentides spread out into

an area of about 10,000 square miles of high

lauds, known as the Adironilack country, and

lying between the Lakes Caamplain and On-

tario. The narrow belt of hill-country which

connects the Adirondacks with the Laurentides

north of the Ottawa, divides the valley of the

St Lawrence proper from that of the great lakes,

which ik Ntill bouudod lo tho uurlh by a uou-

tinuation of the Laurentides. The base of

these, from near Kingston, ru'is in a western

direction, at some distaiu e in the rear of Lake
Ontario, until it reaches the .southwest extre-

mity of Geo'-giau Bay on Lake Huron ; after

which it skirts this lake a)id Lake Su^^'Tior,

and runs northwestward into the Hudson Bay
Territory. This great northern hill-regiou

consists in large pai t of the oldest known rocks

of the globe, to which the name of the Lau-

rentian series has been given, and occupies,

".vith some exceptions, the whole of the pro-

vince northward of the limits jiist assigned

We shall designate it as the L.VUUE.VTIAX Rk-
oioN. Over considerable portions of this area

along Lakes Huron and Superior fo the north

of La J Ontario, and farther eastward on Lake
Temiscaming are other and most recent series

of crystalline rocks •, but as the country occu-

pied by these, is geographically similar to the

Laurentlan, it is for conveiiienco here included

with it.

To the south of this region the whole of Ca-

nada west of Monlri'al, with the exception of

the narrow belt of Laurentiau country des-

cribed as running southward across the Ot-

tawa and St. Lawrence Rivers, is very level.

The same is true to the eastward of Montreal

until we reach the Notrc-Dauie ranire of hills,

already described as passing- souiliward into

Vc'-mont, and iu its north-eastern extension as

bouiiding the lower St. Lawrence vallev to

the south. This valley may be regarded ireo-

graphically as an cctensioii of the areat plains

of western Ontario and central N<!W-York,

with which it is connected through the valley

of Lake Ohamplain. This level country to

the south of th) Laurentides in the two parts

of the province is occupi'^d by similar rock

formations, and constitutes I' e Ciiami'aion

RiiUKiN of Canada, 'ho surface ..f which is

scarcely broken, except by a k\v isolated hills

in the vicinity of Montreal, and by occasional

escarpments, ravines, and gravel-ridges far-

ther westward.

The next area to be distinguished consists

of ihe Notro-Darae range on the south side of

the St. Lawrence, which forms the bjlt whoso
course has Just been described, with an aver-

age breadth of from thirty to forty miles. To
the south 4. id east ol this is a district of un-

dulating land, which extends to the bounda-

ries of the province in that direction. The.-e

two districts may for convenience in farther

description bo classed together. They include

the region which is generally known as the

Eivslern Townsiii/is. By this term they are eiis-

tinguished Irom the Suigiiiories which bound

them to the north and vv'est To the north-

east howcvc", along the 'haudicre Kivor,

some few seigniories are found within the

geographical limits of tliis region, which as it

is the northeastern prolongation of the great

Appalachian Mountain system may be design-

ated as the Ai'PAi-ACiiiA.v Region, and for

convenience will be described before noticing

the Champaign region.

The whole of the province is well watered

with numerous largo and small riverf., and in

the mountainous districts there are great num-
bers of small lakes, more than 1,000 of which

are representee <n the maps.

The Lauuentian Region.

The great tract of country thus designated

has for its southern boundary the limits alrea-

dy assigned, and stretches northward to the

boundary of the provinces in that direction,

which is th3 height of landdividing the wa-

ters of the St. Lawrence basin from those of

Iludsuii Bay. Its area is about i'OCOOO square

miles, or six tenths of the whole 1-ind of the

province. This region is composed chielly of

crystaHine rocks, for the most part silicious, or

sraiiite-like in character, consistiiigof quartzite,

syenite, gneiss and other related rocks. These

ure broken up into ridges and mountain peaks,

generally rounded iu outline ai.d covered with

vegetation. The summits iu the neighbour-

hood of the city of Quebec are some of them
from 2.000 to 2,500 feel iu height, and in other

parts attain 4,000 feet or more ; but the genor-

a' level of this region may be taken at about

1,500 feet above the sea, although it is much
less in the narrow belt which crosses the pro-

vince of Ontario east of Kingston. Tarough the

hard gneissic rocks of this region run numer-

ous bauds of crystalline limestone v,'hich

from their .softness give rise to valleys, often

with a fertile soil. The hill-sides are generally

covered with little else than vegetable mould,

which sustains a growth of small trees, giving

them an aspect of luxrriaiu vegetation. But

when lire has p«ssed over these hills, Mio soil

is in great part destroyed, and the rock is soon

laid bare. In the vaLeys and lower parts of

this region however, there are con.siderabie

areas of gooil land, having a deep soil, and bear-

ing heavy timber. Tlieae are the great lum-

bering districts of the country, from which

vast quantities oi timber, chieily pine, are an-

nually exported, and constitute a great source

of Wealth to the province. These valleys are

iu most casus along the lino of the bauds of


