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mischievous revels were broken up by the riot act. Ifwe understand

the history of those times aright, the policy of moral force which

had guided O'Connell was not, in the first instance, discarded by

his younger and more ardent disciples. They wished to accomplish

the purpose of " The Liberator," only they desired to shorten the

time and accelerate the speed of the operation. They thought that

O'Connell was " old and slow." They felt that they were young

and active. In their minds the rivalry between age and youth was

renewed, provoking the old issues and re-enacting the old results.

Keeping in view the great end which they had set tliomselves to

accomplish, they nevertheless sought, in the first instance, to move

by literary rather than by political appliances. Accordingly they

planned, among other works, a scries of stirring shilling, volumes

for the people, entitled the " Library of Ireland." The famine of

1S47 extinguished the enterprize, but not until twenty volumes of

this new National Library had been published. Of the above

number Mr. McGee was the author of two. One, a series of bio-

grapiiios of illustrious Irishmen of the seventeenth century, and

the otlier a memoir of " Ai't. McMurrough," a half forgotten Irish

king of the fo\irtoenth century. Of course, works published under

?uch circumstances, and forming parts of such a scries, would at

first, at all events, be well received and widely circulated ; but

their merits could not have been of a mere evanescent character,

for we arc credibly informed that now, after a period of twenty

year-4, the books we havo mentioned still retain their popularity.

3Ir. McGee, if we remeniber aright, has somewhere said, with

.•cspect to the transactions of those times, that " Young Ireland,"

not content to restore the past, endeavored to re-enact it ; not

content to write history, tried, to use a familiar phrase of ]Mr. John

Sandfield ^Macdtmald's, to " make it;" and we havo Uttle doubt,

could we SCO the intellectual machhiery which preceded those

events, we shotdd discover that none more than Mr. McGce have

assiduously lal)ored to matmfactnre history.

The coterie grew into a confederation of which Mr. McGee Avas,

we behove, the chief promoter and the chosen secretary. It was

not without atlhorents, neither was it without attraction, and

especially to the class, a by no means incon.-<iderable one, whoso

judgment is controlled by their imagination, and who seem to think
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