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ingly took this estimate, namely, 25,000 men, as the immediate

peace establishment of England.

The next consideration was the establishment of Ireland. In

1792, the amount of this establishment had been taken at 12,000

men. The strong and concurrent representations of the Irish go-

vernment and magistracy convinced his Majesty's ministers, that

at least double this number was now necessary for the security of

personal property, for the collection of the revenue, and for the

due support of the laws and authorities. Owing to the long

period of war, 36,000 men had been constantly maintained in that

kingdom, and had found sufficient occupation in guarding her

domestic peace. At the very period when his Majesty's ministers

were considering this question of the future establishment for

Ireland, there were no less than four hundred military quarters or

stations distributed through the Irish counties } and daily repre-

sentations were made to the government, upon the temporary

removal of any of them, that the persons and property of the pro-

testant inhabitants were endangered. Under these circumstances,

his Majesty's ministers took the future peace establishment for

Ireland at 25,000 men.
The consideration next in order was the establishment of the

old colonies. In 1792 the allowance for this portion of the em-
pire was 17,000 men. Upon investigating this part of our esta-

blishment, it was immediately seen, that the colonies likewise

presented an aspect very different from their condition in 1792.

The old colonies were Gibraltar, the North American Colonies

(Canada, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and the Bahama Islands),

Jamaica, and the Leeward Islands. In 1792 the force there

stationed was 17,000; but, upon looking at the state of each

severally, it was seen that an addition was now required. In 1792

the force at Gibraltar was 4000 men. This was deemed suffi-

cient for 1816. In the North American colonies, Canada, Nova
Scotia, and New Brunswick, the force in 1792 was 5000 men.
From the new circumstances of Canada, and from its new relations

with the United States, it was necessary to increase this force

;

and upon consulting with military men acquainted with the fron-

tiers and the nature of the country, it was found that a great ad-

dition was now necessary for the security of British North
America. It was particularly represented to his Majesty's minis-

ters under this head, by the local authorities, that the navigation

of the Canadian rivers was often interrupted for months together

;

and that, upon any sudden breach with America, concurring with

an insufficient force in Canada, the country might be overwhelmed

by an incursion, before the possible arrival of troops from remote

stations. They were further reminded of its growing importance
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