
a REPORT.

ment can no longer be exercia^, but the same
end may be accoinplished by the substitution

of this mode. Every seaman thus em-
ployed (the terms of whose engagement havQ
not been ascertained) increases the navat
atrenffth of the enemv, not only by depriving
the Urated States of his active services, but
by enabling Great firitaia to carry on and
even extend her commerce without diminish-

ing the number of sailors employed in her
ressek of war.

The testimony collected under the fourth

head proves, that it is the ordinary practice of
the oincers of British armed vessels to force
impressed Americans to serve against their

country by threats, by corporal punishment,
and'^even by tl^ ftar of inmiediaie execution
r^^n instructing comnlentary upon the pro-

hfemjo^ of the government, of its readinessi

to release impressed American seamen found
on board siiips ofwar.
On the evidence collected under tne fifth

liead, ills only necessary to observe, that in

l^ne ease, the case of Br. M'Keehan, the en-
ormity is inoneased by the circumstance of
the flag being^^ivested of every tiling of a
hostile c^iarafSjer, having solely for its object

the relief of the wounoed and suffering pris-

oners who were taken at the River Raisin on
the 22d of January, 1813. The treatoient

of Jh, M'Keehan, i^ot by the allks of Brit-

ain, but by the officers of her army, can only
be rationally accounted for by the supposir

t^n, thai it wtts considered good poltby to


