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turcs, as he did in the human Mind of Christ : Or when
one Man by Signs fuggefts Ideas to others, and excites their

Courage. Nor are the Ideas and Excitations receiv'd from

God, either mediately by Men or Angels, or immediately

by Himfelf, proper Infpirations : Any more than his infu-

fmg Millions of Spirits every Moment into new Seeds or

Embrios of Animals, making them alive and adtive ; or

infufmg into them various Inftindts or Geniufes ; or im^

prefling them With Pleafures, Pain, i5fc.

For, by Injpiration^ I mean, the certain Revelation he has

been pleas'd to give oi Him/elfand of his IVill, and of Things
paft and to come, by Christ and his Prophets and Apo-
flles of old, put into the Bible and confirm'd by Mira-
cles, as a definitive Rule of Faith, Worfhip, moral and
religious Conduft. Every Kind of Idea and Excitation,

or Propenfion in us, whether arifing meerly from our own
Minds, or from evil or good Men and Minifters, or from
evil or good Angels, or even immediately from God him-
felf, are therefore all to be brought to this only infpiredRule,

and tried thereby ; for which End it was infpircd and con-

firmed. And the true Origin of our Ideas and Excitations

is kept concealed from us, (without any internal Criterion to

judge from whence they come, as the Prophets had of Old)

that by this known divine Rule we might forever try them.

In which Trial we are carefully to ufe our intellectual

Powers : And being aware that in the midft of all we need

the Help of God, both in underflanding the Rule, and in

the Application of it ; to him we muft humbly and ever

repair in Christ, and feek for Guidance.

For Illuftration— I might cafily bring a Multitude of

Scriptures ; but the Time would fail me. I (hall only cite

to Deut. xxxii. i Satn. ii. 2 Sam. xxii. I Chron. xxix. "Job

V. xii. xxxii—XXXV. Pfal. xxxiv. xlvii. cii. civ. cvii. and

cxiii. Ifa. xxviii. and xliv. Dan, ii. and iv. yoel i. and ii.

Mat. X. 29, 30. Jdls xvii. 24, — 28.

In (hort, all Nature, both inanimate and animate, both

human and angelical, is full of God ; full of his perpetual

moving, guiding and over-ruling Influence j and as the

Apoftle perfedly expreifes it, Eph. i. 11. IVho worketh all

Things according to the Council of his own Will.

But then I may not omit to obferve, that agreeable to

Scripture Reflation, the eternal Word or Son of

God, who with the eternal Father and Spirit created

all Things ; in a perfedl Union with thofe divine Perfons,

He alfo upholds and rules the World from the Tirne he

made


