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to return to court, till the fquadron was out at

fea.

1 8th. Advices ^:ova Flanders related that

there was at Brefl eleven fhips ready for fea

;

but was thought they would not lail till the

whole armament was completed : that the

equipment at Rochfort was finifhed, and two
more fixty gun fhips, and a frigate of 46 had

been put into commiflion : that there were fome

armed frigates at St. Maids : that each vefTel

was ordered to take 330 foldiers on board:

that befides the fleet then ready to fail, they

were fitting out at Bre/l one 70, one 56, and

one 50 gun fhip; and that there were twelve

more fliips of 64 guns in that harbour, which
might very eafily be made fit for fea '.

M. de Cofne is more particular ; who having

by letters of the 1 5th, confirmed the intelligence

of the united fleet, or fquadrons from Rochfort

and Brefiy being ready to weigh anchor in Brejl

road; and fent a lift inclofed of land forces^

particularly the Irifi brigade, ordered to march
down to the fea coaft and to remain in garrifon

at Dunkirk^ Gravcline, and Calais^ till further

orders ; he, on the 1 8th, knds advice that the faid

' In order to man this fleet they were obliged to ftrip

the fhips of all their failors in the merchants lervice, as

appears by advices received from HoUund on the 21 ft,

which faid * at veflcls were detained in Dunkirk for \vant

of hands J the failors being obliged to repair to BrcJ}.
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